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By PDG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

�+�V���Y�C�U���C���E�G�N�G�D�T�C�V�K�Q�P���•�V�V�K�P�I���Q�H���C���E�G�P�V�G�P�P�K�C�N���Y�J�G�P��
the Mount Vernon Lions recognized their 100-
year anniversary at Cornell College in April. Past 
International President Justice Brian Stevenson from 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada provided the keynote address 
with a healthy dose of humor. Activities took place at 
a good clip, making the evening seem like it went too 
�S�W�K�E�M�N�[���C�U���C�V�V�G�P�F�G�G�U���N�G�H�V���•�N�N�G�F���Y�K�V�J���R�T�K�F�G���H�Q�T���V�J�G���U�G�T�X�K�E�G��
given to the community over the past 100 years.

Mount Vernon Mayor Tom Wiesler welcomed 
attendees to town by reading a proclamation declaring 
April 20, 2024, as Mount Vernon Day and explaining 
�V�J�C�V���V�J�G���E�N�W�D�O�U���X�G�T�[���•�T�U�V���U�G�T�X�K�E�G���R�T�Q�L�G�E�V���Y�C�U���R�C�X�K�P�I���/�C�K�P��
Street in 1924.

Cornell College President Jonathan Brand also 
welcomed the 80-plus people in attendance to the 
campus venue, explaining the close connection between 

Mount Vernon Lions and the college. Five of the charter 
members of the club were tied to Cornell College.

Club Secretary Richard George read congratulatory 
letters from Lions International President Patti Hill and 
U.S. Senator Chuck Grassley, who is also a fellow Lions 
club member. That was followed by a 100-year Club 
Patch presentation by Council Chair Nadine Brockert 
and more congratulations from Lion Sam McCord, 
current president of the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club, 
which sponsored the Mount Vernon Club.

Past District Governor Dale Schoening gave a 
dramatic reading of the speech given by the 1924 Iowa 
district governor. The states of Iowa and Nebraska made 
up a single district in 1924 and the governor hailed from 
Boone, Iowa, the same club to which PDG Schoening 
belongs now.

The evening clipped right along with a video 
presentation depicting the 100-year history of the club, 
the presentation of an LCIF Campaign 100 Model 
�%�N�W�D���R�N�C�S�W�G�����C�Y�C�T�F�K�P�I���Q�H���2�T�G�U�K�F�G�P�V�K�C�N���%�G�T�V�K�•�E�C�V�G�U���Q�H��
Appreciation and recognition of 70-year member Fred 
Lehman, who was in attendance at 101 years old.

Mount Vernon Lions 
Celebrate 100 Years

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION. Past International President 
Justice Brian Stevenson inducts new member Nick Todd into 
the Mount Vernon Lions Club alongside sponsor Past District 
Governor Paul Fugate.

100-YEAR CLUB. Council Chair Nadine Brockert and Past 
District Governor Paul Fugate add a 100-year banner patch to 
the Mount Vernon Lions’ banner.
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NOTABLE CLUB  
PROJECT HISTORY:

•	 1920s Paving of Main Street

•	 Great Depression Christmas Basket Meals

•	 Great Depression Milk for School Kids

•	 1940s First Street Community Field 
Scoreboard and Lighting

•	 1959 Davis Park Land Donation

•	 1971 Mount Vernon Parks and Rec 
Program

•	 Annual High School Scholarships since 
1979

•	 Nearly 1,000 Free Vision Screenings for 
Children Since 2016

•	 2020 Derecho Community Meals

MODEL CLUB. Past International Director Ardie Klemish, an 
LCIF Area leader, presents an LCIF Campaign 100 Model Club 
plaque to the Mount Vernon Lions Club.

CENTENNIAL HONORS. (ABOVE PHOTO) Mount Vernon 
Lions receive International President’s Certificates of 
Appreciation from Past International President Justice 
Brian Stevenson. Pictured (L-R) are PIP Stevenson, Lions 
Bernadette Lane, PDG Paul Fugate, Dick George, Rick Elliott 
and Darrel Morf. (BELOW PHOTO) Mount Vernon Lions 
receive Membership Chevron Awards. Pictured (L-R) are Lions 
Bernadette Lane, PDG Paul Fugate, Al Shepley, Mike Stewart, 
Darrell Morf, Don Happel and Dan Stoner.

70-YEAR LION. Mount Vernon Lion Fred Lehman, 101 years 
old, receives a Warren Coleman Honorary Award at the club’s 
100-year anniversary celebration.
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THE IOWA LION

Dyersville Lions Partner 
with City to Plant Trees

By Cindy Oberbroeckling
Dyersville Lions Club

Thanks to a $5,000 grant from the One Million Trees 
Initiative by Alliant Energy and Trees Forever, the 
Dyersville Lions Club and City of Dyersville Parks and 
Recreation Department hosted a community planting day 
on April 25.

The $5,000 grant was used to purchase 24 trees. 
These trees are all species native to Iowa and have been 
selected for each location with help of Trees Forever 
Representative Bri Hull. The Community Tree Planting 
Program also helps diversify the tree population to 
ensure resiliency against tree diseases and pests like the 
emerald ash borer. A city department had to team up 
with a volunteer organization to apply for the grant; the 
purpose is to encourage groups to work together.

Alliant Energy has committed to planting 1 million 
trees in Iowa and Wisconsin by the end of 2030. As of 
January 2024, they have planted 463,393 trees. Planting 
trees provides more shade and cools the air, helping 
lower energy costs and reduces peak electric demand. 
Each mature tree sequesters about 1,000 pounds of CO2 

each year. As the trees 
grow, they’ll make the 
communities healthier 
and more beautiful 
places to live.

Dyersville Lions 
Club Treasurer, Matt 
Goerdt, stated the 
following regarding the 
importance of working 
with the city on this 
project, “Planting 
trees for the city parks 
has been a project the 
Lions Club has been 
working on the past 
few years. Teaming 
up with the City Parks 
and Rec Department 
for this grant multiplies 
the impact of our 
giving.”

HELPING TO PLANT ONE MILLION TREES. Community volunteers join Dyersville 
Lions Club and the City Parks and Recreation Department to plant trees.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

I O W A  L I O N S  L E A D E R S H I P  S U M M I T

Cultivating Iowa Leadership
from the Ground Up

FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 7-9 PM 
Social with snacks, beverages and

team-building games.

Register

at the Johnston Lions Building
6401 Merle Hay Road, Johnston, Iowa

H O S T E D  B Y  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  A R E A  G A T  T E A M

June 14-15, 2024

A L L  I O W A  L I O N S  C L U B  L E A D E R S
A R E  E N C O U R A G E D  T O  A T T E N D  T H I S

S T R E N G T H - B U I L D I N G  S U M M I T

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 8 AM-8 PM
Registration & Coffee Time, 8-9 AM

• Plowing Our Fields - Teamwork/Ice Breaker

• Tilling the Field - Club Officer Overview

•  Good Iowa Soil - Right Tools for the Right Job,

   Constitution & By-Laws / Lions Ethics

• LUNCH FOR ALL ATTENDEES

• Taming the Bull - Getting Your Club Ready

   for New Ideas

• Family Farming, Past, Present & Future - New

   Ideas & Technology Acceptance

• Planting the Right Seed - Global Membership   

   Approach & Mentoring

• Crop Rotation - Leadership Succession

• Harvest the Crops - Goals and Action Plans

• Celebration Dinner with Certificate Presentations

$10 Pre-Registration Fee
Covers Friday night snacks, all Saturday meals 

& training materials

For Information, Call Area GAT
Co-chair Tammy Rockenboch

(608) 438-9572

Reserve Hotel
Lions Rate $149+tx
good thru 5/24/24
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

LIONS GOLF
SHOOTOUT
27-HOLE GOLF TOURNAMENT WITH GAMES

OSKALOOSA

TO SIGN UP, CALL 641-673-5120

AUG. 17, 2024 EDMUNDSON & HARVEST
POINT GOLF COURSES

2-PERSON TEAMS - PRIZES IN ALL FLIGHTS
$30 FOR COURSE MEMBERS$65 PER PERSON

13TH ANNUAL

Each registered golfer gets 1 free ball for closest-to-the pin
3 BALLS FOR $5.00 • 7 BALLS FOR $10.00 • 16 BALLS FOR $20.00

CLOSEST TO THE PIN WINS $200

ADDITIONAL PUTTING & CHIPPING CONTESTS ALL
WITH 1ST, 2ND & 3RD PLACE PRIZES

ADDITIONAL GOLF GAMES FROM 9:30 AM TO NOON


