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After years of work and the pandemic delaying the 
project, the city of Alburnett recently added a new 
community digital sign replacing the old metal sign. 
The new digital sign was installed Nov. 23 at the 
corner of North Main Avenue and Roosevelt Street. 

The sign was a community collaboration between 
the Alburnett Lions Club, the city, other businesses 
and organizations and residents’ donations to keep 
the Alburnett community informed about what is 
happening in the area.  

“It expands our ability to reach out to the 
community and show them different messages for the 
day and better to connect with the community of ‘we 
see you; we hear you, and we are paying attention,’’’ 
said Alburnett City Clerk Chris Shelby.  

The old metal sign was over 25 years old and was 
initially donated to Ardith Smith and Larry Slife from 
a church in Robins. The old sign took time to post a 
message, as needing to lay out the letters, a ladder was 
required to post the information, and an unprovoked 
modification of the message by troublemakers was 
possible, but now it’s managed from the palm of a 
hand. 

Shelby controls the sign through an app on his 
phone where he can customize the sign within seconds 
and have multiple messages rotate at once. 

“With our non-profit organizations, I will put up 
the message or with the holidays, I will put up ‘Happy 

Holidays’,” said Shelby. 

The sign currently displays “Welcome to 
Alburnett” with the time, and someday will have the 
temperature feature enabled. Shelby said the sign is 
missing that part. 

The digital sign is currently being used only for 
non-profit organizations and their messages. Shelby 
said further discussion is needed to see about use by 
other businesses or individuals.  

The Alburnett Lions Club started with the idea of 
the digital sign, when Jean Neighbor presented it in 
2018. Roberta Carver, the Lions Club secretary, said 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the new digital sign 
was placed on hold and they did not revisit the project 
until November 2021.

They looked into the total costs with a quote of 

New Digital Sign Lights Up Alburnett

PREPARING FOR INSTALLATION. The new digital sign 
finally being put together after years of work to make it a reality 
for Alburnett residents. Photo By Roberta Carver.
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Mar. 3-4 9NW District Convention 
 Fort Dodge

Mar. 10-11 9SW & 9MC Joint Convention 
 Atlantic

Mar. 17-18 9EC District Convention 
 Eldridge 

Mar. 24-25 9SE District Convention 
 Mount Pleasant

April Lions Environmental Awareness  
 Month

 Lions Family & Friends Month

 Leo Club Awareness Month

Apr. 1 9NC District Convention 
 Clear Lake

Apr. 22 Earth Day 

May 5-6 Iowa Lions State Convention 
 Cedar Falls

May 28 World Hunger Day

June 24 Eldridge Lions 70th Anniversary
 Celebration

July 7-11 Lions International Convention 
 Boston, Massachusetts

July 27-30 Midwest Advanced Lions   
 Leadership Institute (ALLI)
 Maryville, Missouri 

July 28-30 Great Plains Lions Leadership 
 Institute, Maryville, Missouri

By PDG Debbie Doty
MD9 Global Leadership Team Coordinator

I have always been a firm believer in the fact that 
Lions Clubs International does an outstanding job of 
providing leadership training for its members.

From the great online tools in the LEARN portion of 
the Lions Member Portal to Regional Lions Leadership 

Lions Training Opens New Worlds
Institutes, Lions training is there for the taking.

We will be opening up some of the training at the 
Iowa Lions State Convention in May to anyone who 
might want to attend. Iowa Lions are required to provide 
this training to vice district governors as they prepare 
for their governor year, but the classes are also good for 
anyone.

So, on Friday, May 5, please join us for “Effective 
Listening” from 12:30-1:30 p.m., “Promoting the 
Service Journey” from 1:45-2:30 p.m. and a “Global 
Membership Approach Overview” from 2:30-3:30 
p.m. Please RSVP on your Iowa Lions State Convention 
Registration if you plan to attend so that we can make 
sure we have enough training materials on hand.

I also encourage Lions to attend either Great Plains 
Lions Leadership Institute (GPLLI) or Midwest 
Advanced Lions Leadership Institute (MALLI) in 
Maryville, Missouri this July. Early registration for both 
of those is due before April 30, 2023. All districts in 
Iowa have tuition assistance for these.

https://www.iowalions.org/2022/12/great-plains-lions-leadership-institute-2023/
https://www.iowalions.org/2022/12/great-plains-lions-leadership-institute-2023/
https://www.iowalions.org/2023/01/2023-midwest-advanced-lions-leadership-institute-alli/
https://www.iowalions.org/2023/01/2023-midwest-advanced-lions-leadership-institute-alli/


said Shelby. “It is a needed feature for the city of 
Alburnett.”

Carver said after some shipping delays, the 
electric sign was 
installed. The old 
metal sign was 
donated again and 
will be used by 
the Elks Club in 
Cedar Rapids. 

 Shelby said 
residents love the 
new sign. 

“People can 
see it as soon 
as they get into 
town,” said 
Shelby. “It is 
up-to-date, 
presentable 
and adds a 
good feature to 
downtown.”
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By PID Gary Fry
MD9 Constitution & By Laws Committee

The Constitution and By Laws Committee brings 
forward seven changes to Iowa Lions’ governing 
documents. The complete wording of these changes 
can be found on Pages 26 and 27 in the digital 
section to this issue of The Iowa Lion. 

These changes are coming from the Committee 
and will go directly to the vote during the Business 
Session of the MD9 State Convention on May 6 in 
Cedar Falls. 

Two of the changes are to the constitution and 
will require a two-thirds positive vote. The other 
five are changes to the by laws, which require a 
simple majority vote. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me or your district’s representative to the 
Constitution and By Laws Committee.

Lions to Vote on 
State C&B Changes

$13,250 from MediaQuest. The Lions Club still 
wanted to do the project and approached the city 
council for support. Before the pandemic, the city 
was interested and wanted to help fund. By the end 
of 2021, the city council voiced its support, and the 
Lions Club moved forward in fundraising. 

Dan Peterson took charge of developing a mass 
mailing fundraiser, and Carver mailed out flyers with 
information for the new digital sign and ways to 
donate. Other members worked on other fundraising 
options, including raffling off a Green Mountain 
Smoker and Grill with additional accessories at $5 
a ticket, and applying for grants. The Lions Club 
was awarded $3,000 from the Linn County Board 
of Supervisors Witwer Foundation, led by Dr. Dani 
Trimble. 

“With a large donation from the Alburnett 
Foundation and the outpouring of financial support 
from the box holder and rural route mass mailing and 
businesses, the club exceeded its original quote,” said 
Carver.  

The mailing project was such a success the Lions 
Club upgraded the digital sign from the original plans 
and added a fourth line to the sign. 

“This is something we did as a community,” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo By Laura Drummy, Linn News 

WELCOME CHANGE. The new digital 
sign in Alburnett sits at the corner of 
North Main Avenue and Roosevelt 
Street. Non-profit organizations wanting 
to use the sign can contact the City of 
Alburnett.

Photo By Roberta Carver 

COAT OF PAINT. The new sign is held in place while one 
worker paints the post black Nov. 23
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Love Notes
Council Chair  

Nancy Oehler Love
2865 290th Street

Crawfordsville, Iowa 52621
319-461-1636

ncoehler@gmail.com

State Committee Appointments & Vacancies
The Council of Governors will be appointing chairpersons to the following 

state-level committees at the May 6, 2023 Council of Governors meeting. Any 
Iowa Lion in good standing wishing to serve in any of the following positions 

should inform Council Chair Nancy Love in writing no later than April 1, 2023. 
Job descriptions may be found in the Iowa Lions Policy Manual.

Global Leadership Team (GLT)
Global Membership Team (GMT)
Global Service Team (GST)
Lions Programs for Youth Chair
Elections Committee Chair
State Parliamentarian

Youth Exchange Camp President
State Diabetes Chair
State Chaplain
Young Lion/Leo Clubs Chair
Public Relations Committee Chair
Convention Planning Committee Chair

Greetings, Fellow Lions, 

It was not until the death of my 91-year-old mother 
this past December that I began to think about my own 
legacy. I like to make donations to worthy causes, but 
what happens to my estate when I reach my demise?

One suggestion for all Lions is to make a gift to 
LCIF and become a member of the Lions Legacy 
Society. No gift is too small, and it can be designated 
in many ways:

• Including a gift in a will or living trust

• Creating a charitable trust

• Establishing a charitable gift annuity

• Designating LCIF as a beneficiary of assets

• Making contributions from retirement plans

• Gifting an insurance policy

There is a Planned Giving Declaration Form that 
advises LCIF of a planned or legacy gift; a donor 
will be automatically included in the Lions Legacy 

Society. Note that a gift need not be irrevocable. 
Although a copy of the donor’s estate documents 
would be helpful to LCIF, their submission is not 
necessary, and confidentiality of gift amounts, if 
desired, will always be maintained. 

Planned gifts can also be realized during a donor’s 
lifetime. These may come from qualified charitable 
distributions from an IRA or other sources. They 
can also be earmarked to take effect in the future as 
a lasting way to leave a legacy, such as gifts from a 
donor’s estate, a will, living trust or life insurance 
proceeds.  And all documented estate commitments or 
beneficiary designation commitments will be counted 
towards Campaign 100 fundraising goals. All legacy 
gifts count for Lions Legacy Society recognition 
levels, ranging from the Blue Diamond Level 5 gift 
of $1 million or more, to the member level gift of 
$1,000. 

It is important to note that if a donor’s financial 
situation changes or some other unforeseen 
circumstances impact a planned or legacy gift 
commitment, the Legacy Gift Declaration Form is a 
non-binding agreement that is revocable and simply 
states intent. 

My mother’s legacy was the gift of music. What 
will your legacy be? I hope you will join me in 
honoring your fellow Lions with a gift to the Lions 
Legacy Society.

https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/
https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/
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ELDRIDGE LIONS CLUB
70TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2023

Now Hear This!
By PDG Doug Welton, PDG Roger Curtis and 

Lion Guy Mitchell
Iowa Lions Foundation Trustees

The Iowa Lions Foundation supports many great 
initiatives. Among them is the Iowa Lions Hearing 
Aid Bank, which provides donated hearing aids to 
eligible applicants free of charge.

Lions Clubs of Iowa partner with hearing care 
professionals to work with individuals in Iowa who 
otherwise would not be able to afford hearing aids.  

Donated hearing aids are collected and sent to the 
Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank in Allison, Iowa, where 
they are sorted and categorized.

Potential hearing aid recipients must apply through 
a sponsoring Lions Club to be eligible to receive a 
hearing aid. If an application is accepted, there is no 
cost for the hearing aid. Many participating audiology 
offices donate part of their time to help support 
recipient visits for fittings and adjustments. The cost 
of such fittings may be paid by the patient, by the 
sponsoring Lions Club, or both.

Lions Brent and Dawn Janssen are coordinators 
of the Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank. In addition to 
sorting donated hearing aids, they also help assist 
potential applicants by directing them to sponsoring 
clubs. They provide applications, answer questions 
about the process, mail donated hearing aids to 
audiologists who are working with a recipient, and 
send thank yous for donated hearing aids. Your 
donated hearing aids and financial support through the 
Iowa Lions Foundation makes this possible.

As a note for those who may wish to donate 
hearing aids, there are two main types – ones that are 
molded to the individual and placed inside the ear, and 
one that fits on the outside of the ear with a tube that 
goes into the ear. Both types of hearing aids can be 
donated to the hearing aid bank. 

However, as the type placed inside the ear is 
molded to an individual, this makes them ineligible to 
be refit for use with another individual. Instead, these 
types of aids are salvaged, with the funds received 
being used to cover the cost of repairs for other 
donated hearing aids.

Please note, for donation purposes, only the hearing 
aid is requested. Cleaning tools, booklets, batteries, 
and cases should not be sent in, as those are not used 
by the hearing aid bank.

If you have questions regarding the Iowa Lions 
Hearing Aid Bank, including the application process, 
request for a tax receipt, or other concerns, please 
contact Lions Brent and Dawn Janssen by email at 
ialionshabank@gmail.com or by phone at (319) 267-
2600.

Additionally, the Iowa Lions Foundation would 
like to thank clubs and individuals for their donations 
to the foundation to help support the Iowa Lions 
Hearing Aid Bank.

Photo 42701485 / Hearing Aid © Alexander Raths | Dreamstime.com

mailto:ialionshabank%40gmail.com?subject=Hearing%20Aids
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-hearing-aid-doctor-inserting-senior-s-ear-image42701485
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International Report
Past International Director  

Ardie Klemish
 P.O. Box 175 

Anita, Iowa 50020
641-740-0148

ardieklemish@gmail.com

PLEASE Elect New Club Officers IN 
MARCH for 2023-2024 

It’s time to elect your new club officers in March 
and report them on MyLCI no later than April. Club 
secretary or administrator: please review every 
individual member’s data in MyLCI to ensure that 
it’s up to date, including current email address, postal 
address, and cell phone for every club member. Ask 
your district leadership team for help with a Free 
Conference Call or Zoom meeting on how to report 
your new officers. BECAUSE…    

NEW LION PORTAL is coming 
SOON using Sales Force software - BE 
PREPARED!

It is CRITICAL that EVERY MEMBER’s Lion 
Account information is updated BEFORE MAY 2023 
in MyLCI because the new Lion Portal will require a 
unique, UNSHARED email.  Phone numbers will no 
longer be supported as a log-in credential. 

Here are the steps for the club secretary or club 
administrator to update member information:

1. Log into the current member portal with their 
current member portal credentials.

2. Select “MyLCI”

3. Select “My Lions Club”

4. Select “Members”

5. Click on the member whose information you need 
to update

6. Select “Edit Member” to enter their revised email 
address and other updated information.

Record All Service Activities for 2022-
23 in MyLion by End of May

This will ensure all your service work/donations 
for 2022-23 are recorded before the new Lion Portal 
changeover.

March is National Eye Donor 
Awareness Month & Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month

Are you a registered organ donor on your driver’s 
license? If so, please notify your family so that  
your eyes can become the gift of sight for at least 
one person, or be used for research on existing eye 
diseases.

Remember, your club and personal donations to the 
Iowa Lions Foundation help support the Iowa Lions 
Eye Bank and Iowa KidSight. 

Make a personal/club donation to a childhood 
cancer group. Make social media posts on your 
personal/club Facebook page for both causes. 

Plan Now for April Worldwide Lions 
Events

April is Environmental Awareness Month (Earth 
Day). Plant trees, plan a park or roadside cleanup, 
involve your community.

April is also Family and Friends Month 
(Worldwide Induction Day). Sign up new members 
in March, induct them in April. Remember that 
FAMILY members pay reduced dues when entered by 
the club secretary as a FAMILY unit. 

Has Your Club Made Donations to 
Lions Entities for this 2022-23 Year?

PLEASE consider increasing ALL your donations 
this year to LCIF, Leader Dogs for the Blind, Iowa 
Lions Foundation, Iowa KidSight, Iowa Lions Eye 
Bank, Iowa Lions Youth Exchange, Camp Hertko 
Hollow, Camp Courageous, Tori’s Angels, Beat 
Cancer Today (Aaron Horn’s group), etc.

Many clubs “fell behind” during COVID and 
haven’t resumed regular donations. Our Lions year is 
now three-fourths of the way completed, so it’s time 
to “get going”. Our Lion entities need donations every 
month of the year in order to balance their monthly 
budget.

Please consider making personal donations to 
these Lions entities as well!  EVERY donation helps, 
no matter how large or small. As President Brian 
Sheehan reminds us “Giving is Serving.”

 Be sure to record all club and personal donations 
in MyLion.
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CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS. Van Buren County Lions present a $10,500 check to Susan Rice for the Christmas for Kids program.  
Pictured (L-R) are Birmingham Lions Club President Jim Raudabaugh, Stockport Lions President Matt Brown, Keosauqua Lions 
President David Denning, Christmas for Kids Coordinator Susan Rice and 9SE District Governor Mike Renken. The Lions Clubs in 
Van Buren County raise the funds for the countywide program with a Festival of Trees during the Christmas holidays.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
The Saturday luncheon 

keynote speaker is Dr. David 
Dickens from University of 
Iowa’s Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital in Iowa City. He will 
discuss childhood cancer in 
Iowa.

Dr. Dickens earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree at 
Oberlin College and his Medical 

Doctorate at Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, 
New York. He completed his residency at the 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and fellowship at 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center. 

In February 2019, Dr. Dickens became a 
clinical professor at the University of Iowa’s Stead 
Family Children’s Hospital as the Dance Marathon 
Endowed Chair in Pediatric Oncology, Clinical and 
Translational Research and is currently serving as the 
interim Division Director of Pediatric Hematology, 
Oncology and Transplantation. 

Dr. Dickens holds numerous institutional and 
national leadership roles to support the needs of 
pediatric cancer patients and hopes to continue to 
collaborate strategically with national colleagues and 
organizations to further the needs of pediatric cancer 
patients and their families.

One of the breakout sessions on Saturday will 
feature the Cedar Falls Lions Club’s Diabetes Garden. 

Dr. David Dickens

Through an LCIF Diabetes Grant, the club has 
partnered with Unity Point Health to create a garden 
to teach people how to grow and prepare healthy 
food. PDG Richard Congdon will tell the group how 
the garden came about and how the Lions continue 
to partner with the hospital to continue diabetes 
education.

PDG Rich said there are plans for the trolley to 
make a stop or two at the diabetes garden during its 
run on Friday, too.

Friday afternoon before the banquet, Cedar Falls 
Lions is hosting a beer pairing at the Diamond Event 
Center.

Register early for the May 5-6 Iowa Lions 
State Convention in Cedar Falls. The menu for the 
International Banquet on Friday night is roast beef, 
garlic mashed potatoes, garlic green beans, roll and 
dessert. The Saturday luncheon menu will be smoked 
chicken salad or sliced roast beef on a croissant, 
potato salad, fresh fruit cup and dessert.

Place an Ad in the Convention Program

We are again doing a convention program with 
ads. If you would like to congratulate your incoming 
district governor or thank your outgoing DG, or if 
your club has an event coming up this summer or fall 
that you’d like to advertise to other Lions, you can 
take out an ad in the program. Ad prices and sizes can 
be found on Page 25 in the digital section. Deadline 
for ads is April 1, 2023.
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District 9MC
District Governor  
David T. Coates
5909 Colt Drive

West Des Moines, Iowa 50266
612-275-3596

dtcoates2@gmail.com

One of the best parts of being the district 
governor is to do an induction of new 
members. 

On Jan. 23, I had the privilege of going 
to the Traer Lions Club to induct five new 
members. The five new Lions are Liz Bauch, 
Denny Berger, Jill Berger, Terry Finzen and 
Linda Peters. 

It was also nice to learn about the new 
members and hear what activities are being 
done in Traer. 

When conducting the Induction 
Ceremony, you must remember that it is the 

symbolic beginning to a member’s service 
as a Lion. It is also a key element in the 
lifelong retention of a member. 

A thoughtful induction, followed by 
a thorough orientation and meaningful 
involvement in the club’s activities will keep 
a new member interested and engaged in the 
club. 

It will be the responsibility of the sponsors 
to provide training for the new Lions. In 
this case, the sponsors are Rex McKee 
(Liz), Angie Jacobs (Denny and Jill), Peggy 
Finzen (Terry) and Bruce Morrison (Linda). 

To aid in the training, I brought with 
me the New Member Orientation booklet 
which will help the Lions members guide 
the new Lions in understanding what Lions 
International Club is about. 

I hope this experience was meaningful to 
our new Lions as it was for me.

GIFT WRAP MIRACLE. Johnston Lions Club presents $200 to Canine Miracles. The funds were raised from the Johnston Lions 
Club’s annual gift wrap project. Lions wrapped gifts for donations at a local mall, then donated the proceeds. Pictured (L-R) are 
Lion Linda Beaman, Lion Kara Steele, Lion Ron Lower, Canine Miracles representative John Ward, Lion Sandra Briggs, Canine 
Miracles representative Laura Ward; Lion Sue Bennett; Lion Kaylene Steele.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
 Club  Member Sponsor
 Altoona Shelly R. Hiemer Maurice Gilkison 

 Ames Campus Inga P. Baldus

 Ankeny Dennis J. Kern Ralph Schramm

 Bondurant Eric Ryan Sanny Jeffrey Obrecht

 DSM Host Scott A. Hankenson Donald Wente

 DSM Host Terrance N. Vorbrich Tom Schoelerman

 Grimes David Abram Brian Buethe

 Grimes Denise Perez Adrienne Vance

 Grimes Mallori Phillip Brian Buethe

 Grinnell Kamal Hammouda Gerald Lalonde

 Grinnell Adam J. Laug Gary Cook

 Grinnell Patrick J. Mahaffey  Donald Schild

 Grinnell Gayle Strickler Jr. George Britton

 Johnston John L. Brown Mary Paez

 Johnston Michele M. Brown Mary Paez                         

 Johnston James Roth  Judy Anderson                    

 Johnston Lou Ann Roth  Judy Anderson

 Johnston Lillian G. Seagren John Rains 

 Marshalltown Eve. Jim C. Adair  Dan Roberts

 Marshalltown Eve. Wallace Paige Dan Roberts

 Marshalltown Eve. Bradley Price DDS Dan Roberts

 Mccallsburg Tim E. Monroe

 Mccallsburg Connie R. Tjelmeland

 Montezuma (Charles) Bill W Bolen II Boyd Sparks

 Montezuma Jacki Bolen Boyd Sparks

 Montezuma Linda J. Neels Linda Boeding

 Reinbeck Sue L Buskohl Sharon Wambold 

 Reinbeck Leann K. Farley Mark Oleson

 Reinbeck Steve Kauffman Dale Wambold

 Reinbeck Camden J. Kickbush Chris Frischmeyer

 Reinbeck Theresa M. Sayre Dale Wambold

 Reinbeck Nic Schultz Sue Buskohl

 Reinbeck Sharon Wambold Dale Wambold

 Sully Eldon J. Kroll Murray Zegers

 Traer Elizabeth A. Bauch Rex McKee

 Traer Denny L. Berger Angela Jacobs

 Traer Jill R. Berger Angela Jacobs

 Traer Terry T. Finzen Peggy Finzen

 Urbandale Rosalie M. Daca William Shutters

 Urbandale Gary W. Steinke Mary Polson

 Urbandale Terri P. Steinke Mary Polson

CLUB ACTIVITIES
for December/January

AMES EVENING distributed baby formula.    

BONDURANT donated to Garden Gate Ranch; 
planning an indoor golf tournament for the 
library.

DYSART held a blood drive; gave donations to 
Camp Courageous, Leader Dogs for the Blind, 
Camp Hertko Hollow, LCIF and Iowa Lions 
Foundation.

DES MOINES SOUTH conducted a KidSight 
screening.

GRINNELL helped with Tiger Packs.

JOHNSTON collected eyeglasses and hearing 
aids.

MARSHALLTOWN EVENING popped 
popcorn; delivered Meals on Wheels.

PLEASANT HILL held a corn hole tournament.

TRAER ran the theater concession stand. 

Deceased Members
Des Moines Parks – Clayton Van Horn

Des Moines South DSM  – Eugene R. Garsh

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION. New members and their 
sponsors at the Traer Lions Club are (L-R) Club President 
Bruce Morrison, Linda Peters, Jill Berger, Vice President 
Angie Jacobs (sponsored both Jill and Denny), Denny Berger, 
Elizabeth “Liz” Bauch, Terry Finzen, and Tailtwister Peggy 
Finzen.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
 Club  Member Sponsor

 Stockport Dennis Davison  Cordell Filson

 Stockport  Garrett Filson  Cordell Filson

 Washington Katherine Kendall  Jodi Ebert

 West Burlington Jeanette Diehl William Brown

 Williamsburg Jacob Holub  Michael Kleinmeyer

 Williamsburg  Ryan Hulseberg  Michael Kleinmeyer

 Williamsburg  Brandon Maas Michael Kleinmeyer

 Williamsburg Logan Shepherd  Michael Kleinmeyer

 Williamsburg  Lucas Shepherd  Michael Kleinmeyer

District 9SE
District Governor  

Michael D. Renken
PO Box 75

Lockridge, Iowa 52635
319-537-0073

godsworker@farmtel.net

Convention is just around the corner and 
things are coming together. March 24 will be the 
Pie and Ice Cream social at 7 p.m. with Barber 
Shop Quartet-style entertainment. Then Saturday 
convenes with activities all day, including great 
speakers, fun games and raffle drawings. Of course, 
there will be elections, as well.

Official club visits are about finished for this 
year. The year has been flying by. This past 
month, I had the privilege of inducting 10 Leos 
at the Danville Lions Club meeting. These young 
members are doing a backpack program for the 
elementary students, sending food home for the 
weekend for food insecure students. 

Keosauqua had their annual joint meeting 
with all of the Lions Clubs in Van Buren County 
present. This included Keosauqua, Birmingham, 
and Stockport Lions Clubs. I was presented a check 
for $1,000 to Lions Clubs International Foundation 
from President David Denny. 

Also at the meeting, a check was presented to 
Susan Rice for the Christmas for Kids program that 
she coordinates in the county.  

Service projects can make a big difference in 
the communities you live in. Just look at the two 
I’ve mentioned here. Lives were impacted by the 
generosity of people and Leo and Lions members.  
It is simple to do service in your community.

What could be some service projects in your 
community? How about painting a playground 
involving local youth? Collect and donate clothes 
for a home for boys or girls. Organize a clothing 
drive to provide young people with formal gowns 
and suits for school prom. Help with or sponsor a 
blood drive in your community.

There are many ways to serve. As International 
President Brian Sheehan says “Think outside the 
box,”

Yes we can adjust how we do activities from the 
style we did in the 60’s.

AWARDS & INDUCTION BANQUET. District Governor Mike Renken presents awards and inducted new members of the Danville 
Leo Club at Danville Lions Club’s banquet. (LEFT PHOTO) New Danville Leo Club members inducted (L-R) are Grace Rehman, 
Micah Svoboda, Reagan Henkelvig, Gabriela Hobbs, Josey Watznauer, Leo Advisor Cass Macans, DG Renken, Katherine Wells, 
Sadie Smith, Mei Foster, Miya Oribiana and Caroline Nealey. (RIGHT PHOTO) DG Renken presents a 30-year Monarch Chevron 
Award to Danville Lion Mike Miltenberger.
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LIONS DISTRICT 9SE CONVENTION

“Since COVID Gave Us Lemons
Let’s Make Lemonade”

March 24-25, 2023
IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

601 N. MAIN ST., MOUNT PLEASANT, IA

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME: 

 Lion? Y / N  OFFICE HELD: 

NAME: 

 Lion? Y / N  OFFICE HELD: 

ADDRESS:

PHONE #:

E-MAIL:

CLUB:
Please note any special dietary needs.

FRIDAY: PIE & ICE CREAM SOCIAL @ 7 PM
Following the 6 PM Cabinet meeting, we’ll 
have fresh pies, homemade ice cream and 

entertainment from a ladies barber shop quartet. 
Wear yellow.

Please mark # attending = _______

SATURDAY PROGRAM / AWARDS LUNCHEON

Early Bird Registration (postmarked by Feb. 28, 2023)

No. ____  x $35 = _______

Regular Registration (postmarked by March 6, 2023)

No. ____  x $40 = _______

Total Enclosed = _______

Make checks payable to: Lions District 9SE
Mail to: PDG Debbie Doty

PO Box 251
University Park IA 52595

CLUBS remember to bring your banners and items 
for The Fellowship Cup in Mount Pleasant.

In Memoriam
 Club  Member Years a Lion
 Clear Creek John Grace 4 Years
 Leighton Gilbert De Jong 40 Years

9SE Activities 
CORYDON raised $860 from collecting scrap 
metal.

DANVILLE donated $100 to LCIF in honor of 
DG Mike Renken.

GRANDVIEW-LETTS presented two $750 
scholarships; donated $200 to Leader Dog, 
$300 to Letts Public Library, $500 to L-M 
schools for the backpack program, $100 
to Letts Community center, $500 to Letts 
Methodist church for their backpack program.

KEOSAUQUA held its annual banquet along 
with BIRMINGHAM and STOCKPORT, 
presenting $10,500 from the annual Festival of 
Trees to the Christmas for Kids program.

OSKALOOSA picked up trash in and around 
Daily Community Garden; donated $500 to 
Oskaloosa Operation Christmas and $500 to 
Rotary Food Baskets.

VICTOR delivered fruit to elderly shut-ins; did 
17 vision screenings at HLV Preschool.

AT YOUR SERVICE. West Burlington Lions Club members 
serve a meal for the Bridges Out of Poverty initiative. Pictured 
(L-R) are Lions Steven Swafford, Bill Brown, Jeff Erickson, 
Connee Hewitson, Francis McCallister, Sue Ferrell and Linda 
Springsteen.
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District 9EC
District Governor  
Nadine Brockert

6814 McIntire Road
Muscatine, Iowa 52761

Home: 563-264-1390
Cell: 563-260-1923

nadineb@machlink.com

January 2023 has been a busy month for 9EC Lions. The 
month started with a Council of Governors’ meeting via 
Zoom. This was the meeting where the next council chair 
was voted upon. It was my distinct honor to be elected. I 
look forward to serving all Lions in the State of Iowa.

First Vice District Governor Rick Baughman held a 
“Build a Vision” workshop at Stanwood on Jan. 14 with 
over 40 Lions in attendance. It was a very worthwhile 
session. I look forward to the next session, which is “Build 
a Team.” VDG Rick is the first vice district governor in 
the state to complete this assignment, which is a part of the 
training for incoming district governors. Many thanks to 
1VDG Rick and his very able facilitator, Lion Ann, for an 
informative morning.

As I noted in a prior newsletter, the district has a Lion 
celebrating 70 years of service. Lion Fred Lehman of the 
Mount Vernon Lions Club (and charter member of the 
West Liberty club) was feted at the monthly meeting on 
Jan. 23. It was my honor to be present for this occasion. 
In addition, Fred celebrated his 100th birthday during the 
meeting.

Generational Changes
As we all know, leadership, succession planning 

and new members are all important topics to Lions, as 
is fundraising. In preparation for Fred’s celebration, I 
Googled 1953 and discovered the changes that have 
occurred in the past 70 years: 

In 1953, Dwight Eisenhower was sworn in as president 
of the United States, following Harry Truman. In case 
you’re wondering, in 1953, John Kennedy was 36 and a 
U.S. House Representative from Massachusetts. Lyndon 
Johnson was Senate Majority Whip. Richard Nixon was 
Vice President. Gerald Ford was also in the U.S. House 
representing Michigan. Ronald Reagan was doing TV work 
as a spokesperson for General Electric.  George HW Bush 
was co-founding an oil company in Texas. Bill Clinton was 
7 years old, as was George W Bush. Barack Obama was 
birth minus 8 years, as he didn’t come along until 1961. 
Donald Trump was also 7 and Joe Biden was 10.  

These statistics reminded me of a class that I took 
many years ago, called “You Are What You Were When.” 

It’s been updated and is still available, for a price. It’s 
especially valuable when dealing with multi-generational 
groups. For instance, we have an entire generation born 
since the events of Sept. 11, 2001. Their world has always 
had personal computers, social media and cell phones. My 
grandchildren saw the advent of grunge, rappers and the 
violence associated with that genre. They also saw Furbies, 
Michael Jordan and Palm Pilots. 

My sons, both in their early 50s, have no recollection of 
the assassination of JFK, MLK, race riots in major cities or 
the Vietnam War. Their major events were the losses of the 
Challenger and Columbia, the first Gulf War and big hair. 
They might also remember disco, definitely Happy Days 
and the Fonz. 

Those of us who grew up in the Baby Boom generation 
have seen a culture turned upside down. We often yearn for 
the days when we were growing up when life seemed so 
much simpler and we all knew what was expected. 

That’s why telling a new member of a club that “We’ve 
been doing this project in this manner for the past 40 years” 
sounds like a rejection of a suggestion of change. They 
can’t relate to 40 years ago. We seasoned Lions need to 
have conversations with younger Lions to see what makes 
them tick. The world is changing at a very rapid pace, and 
in order to survive we need to change and adapt to a new 
reality. 

Make Plans for District Convention
Please make plans to attend the 9EC District Convention 

March 17 and 18. Cost to attend Saturday is $25, very 
affordable. March 17 is a social time with Past International 
Director Bob Block. That will be held at Gramma’s 
Kitchen, Exit 284 off Interstate 80, across the street from 
I-80 Truck Stop at Walcott. 

Saturday’s program will include PID Bob in the 
morning, our annual memorial service and recognition 
of 9EC’s Peace Poster winner, Savanna Pfab of Walker. 
All Peace Poster entries will be on display that day, to 
recognize all the young people who took the time to make 
a poster. District 9EC LCIF Chair Bernadette Lane has a 
framed international peace poster that will be auctioned off 
during the lunch hour, along with raffle and door prizes. 

Following lunch, we will be hearing from Ray Fiedler, 
State Commissioner for Combating Human Trafficking. 
Granted, it’s a very heavy and uncomfortable subject, but 
in view of the fact that our district is criss-crossed and 
bordered with interstate highways, we need to be informed 
and share what we learn with our communities. I have 
already had inquiries from a few people in another group I 
belong to asking if they could attend the presentation. We 
can certainly make room for anyone who wants to listen to 
Commissioner Fiedler. Being aware is one of the best ways 
to combat the low-life who prey on others.
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We Welcome the Following New Lions
 We opened February with 1,184 members, still down 
21 from our July 1, 2022, level. We have work to do. 
Club  Member Sponsor

 Tipton Brenda Snow Sarah Crock

 Tipton Denny Snow Ronald Challis

 Tipton Deborah Vandergaast Kenneth Crock

 Walcott Andrea Schmidt John Schwarz

 West Branch Dana Kolpin Gregory Humrichouse

 West Branch Sherry Kolpin Gregory Humrichouse

Lions We Lost
Low Moor – Leroy Buntenmeyer

Low Moor – Robert Grossman

Low Moor – Ronald Petersen

West Branch – Richard Paulus

9EC ACTIVITIES
ALBURNETT – $250 LCIF donation; $1,000 donation 
to Iowa Lions Foundation; $100 to Camp Hertko 
Hollow.

BETTENDORF – Heard speaker on healthy living with 
diabetes.

BLUE GRASS – Recycled/composted; did pricing 
at Blessings Boutique; tutored English as a second 
language.

CEDAR RAPIDS NOON – Adult hearing assistance.

CENTER POINT – KidSight

DAVENPORT BREAKFAST – $1,000 donation to 
Iowa Lions Foundation; $300 to Café on the Vine and 
Handicapped Development; $200 to Leader Dog; 
$1,000 to LCIF.

ELDRIDGE – Milestones Meal delivery; food collection 
and volunteered at food banks.

MARION NOON – Fourteen members dug deep into 
their pockets and found $1,200 to meet a challenge 
from Cedar Rapids Noon Club to help raise funds for a 
therapy dog for a severely handicapped young girl.

TIPTON – Partnered with entire Tipton High School 
shop class to build a ramp for lady who was involved in 
a very serious accident; built a ramp for two individuals 
to enter and exit home; a family donated $700 to Tipton 
Lions ramp fund; swore in four new members; donated 
$500 to Cedar County Volunteer Service for expenses 
incurred taking people to medical appointments.

9EC Convention 
Registration Form 

Mar 17, 2023, 6:00 pm Optional Social  
Gramma’s Kitchen 

3408 N Plainview Rd, Walcott, IA 
(order off the menu) 

  Count me in  Sorry to miss it 

Mar 18, 2023, 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 
St. Ann Catholic Church 

16550 290th St. Long Grove, IA 

Please print clearly 

  
NAME 

  
CLUB/DISTRICT LION (Y/N) First Time (Y/N) 

  
PHONE # EMAIL 

  
NAME 

  
CLUB/DISTRICT LION (Y/N) First Time (Y/N) 
  
PHONE # EMAIL 

(OPTIONAL): I need a display table for 
    

Registration Only (no meals) #  @ $10 =   

Registration & Meals*  #  @ $25 =   

  Chicken   or  Pork lion 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED $   

Mail check (payable to Eldridge Lions Club) 
and registration form by March 3rd to: 

Lion Ann Baughman 
611 S 5th St 

Eldridge, IA 52748 
*Light Breakfast 8:00-8:55 am / Lunch 11:45 pm 

Hotel: Quality Inn & Suites – 1000 E Iowa St., 
Eldridge – RSVP directly to hotel by March 1 – 

563.285.4600 
Group: Eldridge Lions Club 
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District 9SW
District Governor  
Dawn M. Goodsell

109 Rosa Drive
Neola, Iowa 51559

402-290-1155
dawngoodsell5@gmail.com

Well, spring is just around the corner. I don’t know 
about you all, but I can’t wait to see the grass turn green 
and the flowers start blooming. It has been a great Lions’ 
year so far. We have had our ups with the increase of 
new members and then we have had a low in December, 
which brought us to a membership deficit for our district. 
We have had two clubs disband this year already. This is 
very concerning. With this loss, we need to work harder 
than ever to increase our membership and promote 
sustainability of our clubs in order to keep our existing 
membership. 

On a happy note: I am so proud of everyone for 
keeping up with inputting your service projects into the 
MyLion app. By doing this, it lets us as a district know 
that you are staying busy supporting your communities 
and it gives Lions Club International leverage to get 
funding from other donors based on the number of 
service hours we provide as clubs.  

Most of you have probably seen the email about 
supporting the earthquake in Turkey. If you want to 
give to this, please send your donations to Lions Clubs 
International Foundation via Ken Klemish. You can 
memo “earthquake in Turkey” for the donation.  By 
doing this, your club will receive LCIF donation credit 

and you know for 
sure it will go to 
help in the recovery. 

This past 
month I had the 
opportunity to 
present a number of 
awards and I am so 
excited to be able 
to do this for your 
clubs. Everywhere 
I go, the clubs are 
so hospitable and 
friendly. They have 
now become part of 
my Lions family. 
I just want to cry 
when I give out 
those 30- and 40-
year chevrons. We 
are so lucky to have so many years of experience in our 
organization.  

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for giving me 
this opportunity to hold the district governor position 
this year. It has been an awesome opportunity and I am 
so glad that I stepped up to answer the call.  I have had 
the opportunity to travel to Canada for the International 
Convention, to Detroit to visit the Leader Dog Campus, 
and throughout southwest Iowa visiting my new family 
members in Lions.

If I have not been out to visit your club in the past 
year, please contact me. There is still time for me to 
come and visit with you AWESOME Lions. Let’s set up 
a date and I will see you soon.

HUGE COMMUNITY IMPACT. Neola Lions report that with the help of the community, they were able to donate $19,588 to 
charitable entities at home and around the world.

YEARS OF SERVICE. DG Dawn 
Goodsell (center) presents Monarch 
Chevron Awards for years of service 
to Audubon Lions Jackie Wahlert (10 
years) and Gary Williamson (45 yrs).
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Combined District
9MC & 9SW

SPRING CONVENTION
REGISTRATION FORM
(please send one form per attendee)

March 11, 2023
8:00 AM-4:00 PM

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
811 OAK STREET, ATLANTIC, IOWA

NAME: 

DISTRICT:   (Circle one) Lion / Leo  / Guest

CLUB:

PHONE #:

E-MAIL:

Please note any special dietary needs.

REGISTRATION FEE ($30.00)
includes morning rolls & coffee, lunch & beverages

 (Registration due by March 3, 2023)

Regardless of which district you are in, make 
checks payable to: District 9SW Lions

Mail to: Lion Beverly Fletcher
c/o Lions Multi-District Convention
103 Chad Circle
Council Bluffs IA 51503

Please make sure your check donations get to your 
district representatives by Feb. 22 in order to be 
recognized for the Parade of Check Donations.

HOTEL INFORMATION
Rock Island Inn and Suites

1702 SW 7th Street 
Atlantic, Iowa 50022

Call direct to book: 712-243-1600
Ask For Lions District Convention Block Rate of $110 + Tx 

(The hotel does not have elevators, so inquire
 about ground level if needed.)

New Members
 Member  Sponsor Club
 Cheryl C. Boroughs Paulette Brandt Council Bluffs 

 David J. Hume Mary Hume  Council Bluffs 

 Linda K. Rummel Doris King Dexter 

 Kelley L. Pedersen Samantha Gettler Fontanelle 

 Scott A. Duncan Rick Wilson Indianola 

 Benjamin A. Reeves Andrew Lent Indianola 

 Ariel Fox  Elizabeth Schmidt Leon 

 Zari Liljedahl  Sue Cathcart  Missouri Valley 

 David Johnson Tiffany Johnson Mount Ayr

 Misty D. Cornelius Iva Means Redfield 

 Samantha Hotchkiss Iva Means Redfield 

 Jonathan A. Kufner Jay Means Redfield 

 Bill Hotchkiss Jay Means Redfield

 Robin Hutchkiss  Iva Means Redfield 

In Memoriam
 Member  Club Years a Lion
 Patricia L. Weese Bedford  4 years 
 Wayne Collins Indianola Evening 32 years

Club Activities Reported
ATLANTIC donated eyeglasses; gave money to grant projects, 
Leader Dog and Camp Courageous.

AUDUBON volunteered at Rose Theater and the 4-H Banquet; 
donated to families in need; gave money to support a Suicide 
Prevention event at school.

COUNCIL BLUFFS filled hearing aid referral.

EXIRA collected plastic bags for a Trex project; donated to 
Leader Dog and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

GLENWOOD volunteered at the local food bank a number of 
times during the month. 

INDIANOLA EVENING did KidSight screenings at Whittier 
Elementary, Whittier Preschool and Wilder Elementary.

INDIANOLA NOON donated food to Open Table Community 
Meals; worked at the food bank; volunteered at a Simpson 
College event; worked at a Music Band Department function; 
collected eyeglasses; gave donations to Iowa Lions Foundation 
and the Warren County Leadership Institute playground; 
presented an Appreciation Award to member Gary Richardson; 
gave a Melvin Jones Award to Andy Lent and a Warren 
Coleman Award to Roger Foelske.

NEOLA worked the Can Kennel twice in January; supported 
the TC Backpack Food Program for 39 kids. 

REDFIELD recycled pop cans; sold holiday wreaths; helped 
youth with basketball skills; made a donation to Iowa Lions 
Foundation on behalf of Peg Bowman.

VILLISCA volunteered at Community Table. 

WAUKEE collected eyeglasses; volunteered at Meals From 
The Heartland.
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District 9NE
District Governor  

Dale E. Schrad
2922 Minnetonka Drive
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613

319-242-1988
daleschrad@gmail.com

Vinton Lions Begin 2nd 
Century of Community Giving

By Lion Phil Borleske
Vinton Lions Club

Vinton Lions Club, now 101 years young and one 
of Iowa’s largest clubs, proudly continues to serve the 
Vinton community and beyond. 

Its familiar Lions Food Trailer, open for summer 
and fall special events and other activities, is the club’s 
primary fundraiser. The many tasty foods offered at 
the Lions Trailer again helped to make Summertime 
“Tenderloin Tuesdays,” Vinton Farmers’ Markets, Party 
in the Park, Boom Fest, V-S High School home football 
games and other area events even more successful. 

Vinton Lions designate all proceeds from home 
football games to support the V-S Booster Club. 

 Money earned from the Food Trailer also helps 
support Iowa’s Leader Dog program, the purchase of eye 
glasses and hearing aids for those unable to afford them 
on their own, and other local and international charitable 
projects and programs.  

 Since 1932, Vinton Lions have sponsored the annual 
charter of Vinton Boy Scout Troop 47.

 Throughout 2022, Vinton Lions continued to refresh 
and update the Lions Field baseball diamond area, 
helping to bring more visitors to Vinton. 

An annual Lions activity is sponsorship of the 
November Chili Supper which makes Veterans’ Honor 
Flights to Washington, D.C. possible. 

Vinton Lions also “ring the bell” each year on behalf 
of Benton County’s Salvation Army pre-Christmas 
appeal.

 Vinton Lions partner with the University of Iowa’s 
Ophthalmology Center to offer the Iowa Kidsight 
program, providing trained volunteers who screen 
preschool children throughout Benton County and 
beyond at no cost to their families. More than one in 
every 25 children screened are identified to receive 
remediation for vision problems that otherwise might go 
undiagnosed or treated. 

Two Warren Coleman awards were presented this 
year to Dennis Lausar and Ron Tippet. They are both 
generous with their time, volunteerism and commitment 
to community making sure the Lions trailer is stocked, 
cleaned and ready for community events. We celebrate 
their contributions. The Warren Coleman award is given 
to the Lions Club member who exemplifies the highest 
standards of Lionism and community volunteerism.

 Vinton Lions gather every Wednesday for a noon 
luncheon meeting at a local restaurant, usually including 
a local speaker or program. Contact Vinton Lions 
through Facebook at VintonIowaLionsClub.  

We wish Vinton a very successful next hundred 
years.

HONORED FOR SERVICE. Vintor Lions Club President Scott 
Barron and Robin Martin present the Warren Coleman award 
to Dennis Lausar and Ron Tippett. Dennis Lausar joined Lions 
in 2002 and Ron Tippett joined in 2003.

YEARS OF SERVICE. Jack Schlesselman, Benton County 
Zone Chair, presents Monarch Chevron Awards to Vinton 
Lions John Elwick, 25 years; Dennis Lausar, 20 years; Pat 
Lyons, 15 years and J.C. Fraker, 35 years. Not present were 
Roger Uthoff, 15 years; Lana Elwick, 10 years; and John 
Anderson, 45 years.

https://www.facebook.com/VintonIowaLionsClub/
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WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
 Club  Member Sponsor
 Calmar Luther Anderson

 Calmar Mark Boland

 Calmar Dale Elsbernd

 Calmar Jay Haas

 Calmar Steve Hunker

 Calmar Robert Klimesh

 Calmar Linus Luzum

 Fredericksburg Karen Crooks Jack Schult

 Fredericksburg Kylee Riehle Craig Wenthe

 Garnavillo Nicole Growth Andrew Johnson

HONOR FLIGHT FUNDS. Vinton Lions Club’s recent Chili 
supper raised funds to support Eastern Iowa Honor Flight. 
Eastern Iowa Honor Flight Board President Dick Bell and 
Vinton native Roger Uthoff, Advisor to the Board, receive a 
check for $3,900 from Vinton Lions President Scott Barron and 
Treasurer Dr. Alan Woodhouse.

CLUB ACTIVITITES
BELLE PLAINE delivered Meals on Wheels.

CEDAR FALLS volunteered at the annual Home 
Show; repaired a treadmill for a woman; served on 
funeral honor guards; worked at the Northeast Iowa 
Food Bank.

FREDRICKSBURG sponsored an American Red 
Cross blood drive; rang the bell for the Salvation Army 
Red Kettle fund drive; donated $1,000 to the local 
food pantry.

HAWKEYE served soup, Maid Rites, ice cream bars, 
lemonade and coffee for a community dinner.

INDEPENDENCE organized school kids to pull tabs 
from soda cans for the Ronald McDonald House.

SUMNER collaborated with the Sumner-
Fredericksburg school district to provide a community 
service by taking tickets at high school sporting 
events.

WESTERN DUBUQUE completed KidSight 
training for two members; did KidSight screening at 
elementary schools; volunteered with Open Closet, an 
agency that provides clothing, bedding and toiletries 
for individuals in need; completed a floor remodeling 
project.

NOTE: Please remember to provide project 
information in MYLION for your club and/or email an 
explanation and pictures to Kathy Duke at kathyned@
cfu.net. Thank you.

CALMAR NEW MEMBERS. Calmar Lions Club is growing. 
Pictured (L-R) at a recent New Member Induction are Bob 
Klemish, Mark Boland, Club President Ron Bullerman, Rick 
Kirkeberg, District Governor Dale Schrad and Dale Elsbernd.

ALL IN THE FAMILY. Attending the Van Horne Lions Bingo 
Night were four generations of the Otto Classen family. Otto 
is pictured here with his daughter, great granddaughter and 
granddaughter.

mailto:kathyned%40cfu.net?subject=Club%20Activities
mailto:kathyned%40cfu.net?subject=Club%20Activities
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District 9NW
District Governor  

James Gill
1416 Williams Drive

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-571-7615

jagillialions@gmail.com

Greetings all 9NW Lions!

The annual district convention is the culmination of 
our efforts each year and our district convention at the 
Lions Den in Fort Dodge is no exception. 

As I write this, only a few days after Super Bowl 
Sunday, the convention is still a couple of weeks away. 
The program is ready, most details have been worked 
out. It’s been a tremendous amount of work. 

I can’t thank PDG Cliff Weldon enough. He worked 
hard on organizing everything for the convention. PDG 
Stefan Sandberg beavered away on the program, the 
publicity and the printing. Many others have chipped in, 
as well. Hats off to all of you! 

In our next issue we will have complete convention 
coverage including pictures, so stay tuned to this 
magazine.

On Friday night, we will have our famous Fort Dodge 
Noon Lions Club Steak Fry Supper and listen to PID 
Michael Molenda providing some golden nuggets from 
his long and distinguished Lions career. Other than that, 
we will mostly spend the time 
getting re-acquainted after two 
years of isolation, face masks and 
boring zoom meetings. 

We are having an old-
fashioned face-to-face convention, 
just like old times. Very re-
assuring! 

On Saturday, the main 
convention day, we will have a 
wealth of interesting seminars and elections. 

We will elect VDG Pat Essing from the Manson 
Lions Club to be our new Governor for 2023-2024! 
VDG Pat recently spent an entire week of intense DGE 
training in St. Charles, Illinois, together with 750 other 
district governor hopefuls from around the world. She 
is assembling her cabinet team already. Husband PDG 
Mark Essing will no doubt take the opportunity to tag 
along with her and talk about our Iowa Lions Foundation 
to our clubs. They have already visited several clubs and 
I really appreciate their help.

Now in the spring, when our 
Lions year is nearing its end, is 
the time to continue our charitable 
giving and donate to our beloved 
Iowa Lions Foundation. Our 
Iowa Lions Foundation trustees 
this year are PDG Roger Curtis 
from Badger and, as previously 
mentioned, PDG Mark Essing 
from Manson. Both are seasoned 
Lions veterans with many years of service in our 
association. 

Please call any of our trustees to visit with your club. 
PDG Roger can be reached by calling 515-408-7563 
or emailing rcurtis@iowalions.org. PDG Mark can be 
reached at markessing@ncn.net or 515-570-3070. Call 
today!

I mentioned the Super Bowl above. Even if you 
are not a football fan, or perhaps like the Philadelphia 
Eagles best, we can all learn a lesson from this game. 
What were the root causes of the Kansas City Chiefs’ 
win? Leadership, dedication, perseverance and true 
grit. Something to think about for all of us. 

There are all kinds of good opportunities for you to 
follow Pat Essing’s example in stepping up into district 
leadership. We need more leaders! Our district needs 
more good people on all levels. Step up and make the 
best of your leadership abilities, making our association 
stronger in these ever-changing times. Our association 
provides you with the training. We just need willing 
people with servant hearts to say “yes.” Leadership is 
service!

PID Mike Molenda

VDG Pat Essing

INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP. Carroll Lion Bruce Boehm 
receives his Melvin Jones Fellowship awarded at a recent 
Carroll Lions Club meeting.

mailto:rcurtis%40iowalions.org?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Foundation%20visit
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WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
 Club  Member Sponsor

 Boone Randy E. Ruark Scott Thieben

 Orange City Harold Hoftyzer Jr. Deb DeHaan

 Woodward Susan J. Green Mike Green 

 Woodward Christy D. Schuldt Mike Green

9NW Club Activities
AKRON wrote more thank-you notes to veterans; prepared for 
the big event next month when District Governor Jim Gill will 
visit the club

BOONE had a very successful Pancake Day; screened 64 
children for Iowa KidSight; inducted a new member.

CHURDAN delivered Meals on Wheels five days a week, every 
week. 

CARROLL donated to two local food pantries; did eye 
screenings at the Glidden-Ralston Preschool.

FORT DODGE prepared for the 9NW District Convention.

HARTLEY donated $1,000 to Camp Autumn and $500 for new 
flags at the Memorial Health Center.

MADRID – Donated $1,000 to Great Love Ministries, $400 to 
Cub Scout program and $250 to the School Snack Program.

MANSON sent Vice District Governor Pat Essing off to 
Chicago for an intensive DGE training week.

ORANGE CITY inducted another new member.

PETERSON donated $3,500 for new flags at the American 
Legion Post in preparation for Memorial Day and Veteran’s 
Day; started preparations for the annual auction and two 
raffles, both of which are big fundraisers for the club.

WOODWARD inducted two new members.

TIGER SNACKS. Madrid Lions present a $250 donation to 
the School Snack Program at the elementary school. Pictures 
(L-R) are Lion Keith Kudej, School Superintendent and Lion 
Brian Horn, Club President Aaron McCarty, Elementary School 
Principal Jana Surratt and Club Vice President Ray Ortmann.

PANTRY AID. The manager of a Carroll Food Pantry receives 
a check from the Carroll Lions Club. She is flanked by Club 
Treasurer Lisa Mohr and Lion Leon Muhlbauer.

BREAKFAST BRIGADE. Peterson Lions prepare for their 
annual Omelet Breakfast.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE CUPBOARD. Badger Lion Carol 
Hanson, left, presents a donation check from the Badger Lions 
Club to Melanie Fierke from The Lord’s Cupboard food pantry.

Where there’s a need, 
there’s a Lion!
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District 9NC
District Governor  

Mike Ravera
209 North Short Drive

Clear Lake, Iowa 50428
563-357-5133

lionmikeravera@yahoo.com

Greetings, fellow Lions! I was watching some 
of the 24 hours of the Daytona sports car race and 
started thinking about the comparisons between 
racing and Lionism. First, the race includes multiple 
classifications of cars, all racing at the same time. We 
are definitely not racing but, we are a group of diverse 
people all trying to reach a specific goal. That goal is 
service from the heart. 

Second, running a 24 hour race and doing it 
successfully (that might just mean finishing rather 
than winning) takes a dedicated and motivated 
team. During my club visits, I have definitely seen 

motivated and dedicated Lions working to finish the 
great work we do.

Third, just like each racing team, our work does 
not stop at the end of the “race,” rather, as soon as we 
finish something, we start working on the next great 
project. Keep thinking outside the box to develop new 
and exciting projects.

Last month I was able to visit Garner, Dows, 
Mason City, Rowan, Allison, Charles City and 
Kensett. At Kensett, I had the honor of presenting a 
Melvin Jones award to Club Secretary Richard Bauer.

I would like to give a shout out to the Rockwell 
Lions Club regarding their big annual fundraiser. The 
club puts on a tractor pull event that is part of the 
national circuit traveling the Midwest. When I have 
discussed the event with club members, I learned how 
much they rely on help from other people/groups for 
the duration of the event. This reminded me of how 
much my club depends upon extra help for our annual 
fundraiser. It takes a team!
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We Welcome New Members
 Club  Member Sponsor

 Rockwell Cheri Halfpop Danielle Kothenbeutel

 Stanhope William Tiedge Roger Hayes

We are sorry for the loss  
of these dedicated Lions

 Club  Member Years a Lion
 Burt William Christensen  24 years
 Humboldt  Heather L. McKenney  5 years
 Stratford Michael K. Carlson  19 years

 

Catch A Wave of Service! 
District 9NC 

March 31- April 1, 2023 
VFW  219 Main Ave 

Clear Lake, Iowa 

 
NAME__________________________________ 

      Lion?  Y/ N Current Office _______________ 

NAME__________________________________ 

      Lion?  Y/N Current Office________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________ 

CITY STATE  ZIP__________________________ 

PHONE#________________________________ 

EMAIL__________________________________ 

CLUB__________________________________ 

Friday March 31st 
Guided Tour of the Surf Ballroom  3:30pm 
Friday Evening Meals & Service Planning 
                   $20.00 per person x ___= $_______ 
          Catered by The Rib Crib 

Saturday April 1st 
8:00 AM   Light Breakfast  
12:15 PM Taco Bar Lunch 
                   $15.00 per person  x ___= $_______ 
                    Total Enclosed_________________ 

Registration due by March 15th 

Make checks payable to District 9NC 
Mail to:   Marian Gehrls 
               709 Bliss Blvd, Iowa Falls, IA 50126 
Fairfield Inn 

1401 Bayou Rd, Clear Lake, IA 50428 

(641) 357-8585  Mention: Local Company Rate 

AmericInn  

1406 N 25th St, Clear Lake, IA 50428 

(641) 357-8954 Men�on:  District 9NC Lions Conven�on 

January Service Events
NORTHWOOD delivered Meals on Wheels to 274 local 
residents; held a blood drive and had 54 donors.  

CLEAR LAKE EVENING conducted a KidSight 
screening for 47 students at a local preschool.

HONORED SECRETARY. District Governor Mike Ravera 
presents a Melvin Jones Fellowshp Award to Kensett Lions 
Club Secretary Richard Bauer.
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By Sheri Holliday
MD9 Youth Exchange Coordinator

Iowa Lions Youth Exchange Camp is gearing up 
for 2023. 

We have one Iowa student from District 9SW 
who is going outbound to Germany.

We continue to receive applications for our 2023 
Iowa Lions Youth Exchange and Camp.

So far, we have students coming in from the 
following countries: 

• Belgium

• Denmark

• France

• Hungary

• Israel

• Mongolia

• Slovak Republic

• Netherlands

• Brazil

• Turkey

Headshots are and bios of those we currently 
have are included in the digital section of this issue.

We NEED host families. Hosting dates are July 
1-23, 2023. Camp dates are July 23-29, 2023. We 
will take the students to the airport directly from the 
camp this year.

Please share with everyone in your district and 
everyone you know! Host families do need to clear 
a background check.

You may request to host a specific student. We 
will do our best to pair you up. The earlier you 
commit to hosting, the more likely you are to get 
the student you would like.

Check Out Bios of Incoming YE Campers 
to See if One is a Good Fit for Your Family

Iowa Lions State Convention Schedule of Events
FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2023    (Schedule subject to change)

9:00-10:30 a.m. Council of Governors Meeting

10:30-3:00 VDG/DGE training

 10:30-Noon DGE Speeches

 12:30-1:30 Effective Listening

 1:45-2:30 Promoting the Service Journey

 2:30-3:00 Global Membership Approach

10:30-12:30 Iowa Lions Foundation Meeting

11:00-4:00 Trolley Rides to Historic Downtown

2:00-4:00 p.m. Foundation Trustee Training

4:00-5:00 p.m. Beer Pairing

5:30-6:00 p.m. Registration

5:30-6:15 p.m. DGE Photos

6:30-9:00 p.m. International Banquet

 6:30 PM DG March

 6:45 PM Roast Beef Dinner

 7:30 PM Keynote - ID Allen Snider

 8:00-ish Awards (Spark Plug, Klise, Whitten,   

  President Medals, Presidential Leadership)

9:00-10:00 p.m. Pin Traders Meeting

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023    (Schedule subject to change) 

7:30-9:00 Committee Meetings

 7:30-8:00 C&B

 8:00-8:30 YE/Elections

 8:30-9:00 Credentials/Rules

9:00-9:30 Past District Governors Assoc.

9:40-10:10 Meet & Greet/Q&A w/ ID Snider

10:20-10:50 Seminar: Diabetes Garden

10:55-11:25 Memorial Service

11:30-12:00 Delegate Certification

12:15-2:30 Awards Luncheon

 12:15 - Protocol/Welcome

 12:30 - Lunch

 1:15 - Keynote - Dr. David Dickens,   
  Pediatric Cancer, UIHC

 1:45 - Brief words from ID Snider

 2:00 - Awards (Presidential Certificates, Lions Hall   
 of Fame, Leo of Year, Peace Poster, Melvin    
 Jones, Warren Colemans)

2:30-2:45 Break

2:45-3:45 Business Meeting w/voting
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Please make checks payable to: Lions Clubs of Iowa MD9 Convention 

And mail to: Treasurer Lisa Prochaska, PO Box 527, Clear Lake, IA 50428 
Phone: (641) 373-1942 or (563) 920-0857   E-Mail: MD9conventions@iowalions.org 

Watch for online registration form coming soon at www.iowalions.org  There is a $5 convenience fee for online registration. 

ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS FOR CANCELLATIONS AFTER APRIL 25, 2023. 

• • 
ROOM RESERVATIONS are your own responsibility. Mention Iowa Lions for discounts at the following Cedar Falls hotels (all include free breakfast): 
Hampton Inn Downtown Cedar Falls, $139 +tax, 101 W 1st St. • Comfort Suites, $104 +tax, 7402 Nordic Drive • Super 8, $85 +tax, 7515 Nordic Drive. Go 
to www.cedarfallstourism.org/iowalions to make reservations at the aforementioned hotels. The group rate expires April 3, 2023.

Please make checks payable to: Lions Clubs of Iowa MD9 Convention
And mail to: Treasurer Lisa Prochaska, PO Box 527, Clear Lake, IA 50428

Phone: (641) 373-1942 or (563) 920-0857   E-Mail: MD9conventions@iowalions.org

Watch for online registration form coming soon at www.iowalions.org   
There is a $5 convenience fee for online registration.

ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS FOR CANCELLATIONS AFTER APRIL 25, 2023.

https://www.cedarfallstourism.org/landing-pages/hotels-iowa-lions-club.aspx
mailto:MD9conventions%40iowalions.org?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20State%20Convention
www.iowalions.org
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Lots to Do at Iowa Lions State Convention

BULLSEYE OF FUN. Ax throwing is just one of the many fun Friday activities the 
Cedar Falls Lions Club is rounding up for the 2023 Iowa Lions State Convention.

By PDG Debbie Doty
MD9 Convention Planning Committee Chair

Plans for the 2023 Iowa Lions State Convention 
are coming together nicely. There are so many fun 
activities lined up for the weekend that many of us on 
the Convention Planning Committee think this might 
be one of the best state conventions yet.

Many thanks to the Cedar Falls Lions Club, which 
has really taken on hosting duties for this convention. 
The event is scheduled for May 5-6, 2023, at the 
Diamond Event Center in Cedar Falls.

Cedar Falls Lions have lined up free trolley rides 
to the Historical Downtown Cedar Falls shopping 
district. The plan is for the trolley to leave the 
Diamond Event Center every 30 minutes. Past District 
Governor Richard Congdon is also lining up axe 
throwing for Lions who might be interested. Be sure 
to mark on your registration form (found on Page 23 
of this issue) that you are interested in axe throwing so 
PDG Rich can contact you to schedule your lane.

Training Opportunities

We are also opening up some of the Friday training 
to any Lion interested in participating. The training 
is mandatory for the incoming district governors but 
can be beneficial to any Lion. Be sure to mark your CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

registration form if you are interested in attending 
“Effective Listening,” “Promoting the Service 
Journey,” or the “Global Membership Approach 
Overview.” Pre-registration is important as trainers 
want to make sure there are enough materials on hand 
for everyone attending.

Keynote Speakers

There are two keynote speakers set for the 
event. Our  International guest for the weekened is 

International Director Allen 
Snider from Niagara-on-
the-Lake, Ontario, Canada. 
ID Snider will give the 
keynote address at the formal 
International Banquet Friday 
night. He’ll also hold a Meet & 
Greet/Q&A session on Saturday 
to answer any questions people 
might have about things going 

on at Lions Clubs International.

ID Snider has 36 years of experience as a 
construction millwright and operating engineer 
at General Motors. In retirement, he farms garlic, 
lavender and sunflowers.

ID Allen Snider
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Lions of Iowa State Convention 

2023 Advertising Policies
Advertising copy MUST be received NO LATER THAN Saturday, April 1, 2023.
Payment for ads MUST be received by that deadline as well.

E-mail ad copy to Lion Debbie Doty at debbie@dotypc.com. If you are designing your own ad, 
please send the exact size design saved in a PDF High Quality Print format (not Microsoft Word or 
PowerPoint). If you are designing in an Office program, create the document in a custom size based on 
your ad choice, then export to PDF when finished. Lion Debbie is also happy to design your ad for you 
for a nominal fee as part of her graphic design business. Send high-quality graphics as attachments to 
the above e-mail. Please specify whether copy is for half page or full page.

Make checks payable to Iowa Lions MD9 Convention and mail to:
Treasurer Lisa Prochaska
PO Box 527
Clear Lake, IA 50428

For more information, contact Lion Debbie Doty at 641-673-4173 (office) or 641-504-0117 (cell).

FULL PAGE 
(inside, black only)
5” wide x 8” high

$50

BACK COVER 
(outside, full color, first come-first serve)

5” wide x 8” high
$75

HALF PAGE 
(inside, black only)
5” wide x 4” high

$35

BACK COVER 
(outside, full color, first come-first serve)

5” wide x 4” high
$50UNAVAILABLE

UNAVAILABLE
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 Constitution Changes 
 

Article VI Section 2 Officers. The officers of the Council of Governors shall be the council 
chairperson and vice council chairperson each of whom shall be elected annually, and the 
secretary and treasurer described as follows.  The Council shall have as its secretary/treasurer, 
the Multiple District Council Secretary/Treasurer and if there is no Multiple District Council 
Secretary/Treasurer the District Governors shall elect a secretary and a treasurer, who may not be 
combined.  Such officer(s) may be, but need not be, members of the Council. If the offices are 
not combined the Secretary will be elected by the Council of Governors in even number years. 
The Treasurer will be elected in the odd years. Reappointments are permissible and vacancies 
shall be filled as soon as practical. 
 
Article VII Section 1. TIME AND PLACE. An annual convention of this multiple district shall 
be held in each year and completed at least 30 15 days prior to the start of the international 
convention as provided in the by-laws. 
 

By Laws Changes 
 
Article V Section 3. OFFICIAL CALL: The Council of Governors shall issue an official call for 
the annual multiple district convention not less than thirty (30) fifteen (15) days prior to the date 
fixed for holding the same, stating the place, day and hour thereof. 
 
ARTICLE VII District Conventions  
During a period of not less than one month fifteen (15) days nor more than nine (9) months prior 
to the Multiple District 9 annual convention, there shall be held by each district a convention for 
the purpose of electing a district governor, first vice-district governor, second vice-district 
governor, and a Lions Club member from the district to serve as trustee on the board of the Iowa 
Lions Foundation. When directed in Article XII below, a member from the district to serve on 
the editorial board; and when directed by the Multiple District 9 by-laws, any other elective 
officers shall be elected.  
 
Article VIII Section 1 Revenue Sources 

For the purpose of budgeting and control of the funds of this corporation, the funds are 
classified as follows: Dues Tax; Campaign Fund (when assessed); Capital Improvement 
Fund; Building Rent; Foundation; Administration; and Miscellaneous.  

 
Article VIII Sections 4-9  

Section 4 Capital Improvement Fund: To provide a reserve fund dedicated to non-routine 
capital improvements to the Multiple District 9 State Office building and grounds. 
Section 5 Building Rent: Income derived from lease/rent of the building and grounds at 
the State office. 
Section 6 4 Iowa Lions Foundation Administration Income received for 
administrative services performed by the Lions Clubs of Iowa at the State Office. Such 
services include but are not limited to: record keeping; financial tracking by the Multiple 
District Treasurer, secretarial duties performed by the Multiple District Secretary, receipt 
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and deposit of fund, disbursement of funds at the direction of the President of the Iowa 
Lions Foundation, correspondence, shipping of packages, and other duties as mutually 
agreed by the Iowa Lions Foundation Trustees and the Council of Governors from time to 
time. 
 
Section 7.5 MISCELLANEOUS: Income derived from various sources including, but 
not limited to: mints, convention, memorials, state pins, advertising, interest, and general 
donations.  
 
 
Section 8 6 FUND TRANSFER: If the Council determines that it is necessary, and is in 
the best interest of Lions Clubs of Iowa, it shall have the power and authority to transfer 
funds from one fund to another. This provision shall NOT apply to Campaign Fund or 
Capital Improvements Fund in that no funds may be transferred from the Campaign Fund 
or Capital Improvements Fund to any other funds. 
 
Section 9.7 BUDGET CONTROLS: The Council of Governors shall not incur or create 
expenses or indebtedness exceeding the amount of money in the annual budget. 

 
 
Article XII Section 2 Duties and Purposes 
 

(h) Review the costs and income from “The Iowa Lion” with a view of keeping the 
operation, publication and distribution of the magazine at a cost not greater than the amount 
of dues allocated for that purpose. 
(i)  (h) Have such other duties as may be granted or directed by Lions Clubs of Iowa by a 
majority delegate vote at a Multiple District 9 convention or by the Council of 
Governors. 
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DRAWINGS

Shown with the contest entry box are, from the left: Pat Essing (Lions Club Vice-District 
Governor), Ashley Sturgis (President of the Manson Chamber of Commerce), Carly Cran 
(Hometown Grocery Manager) and Mark Essing (Lions Club Treasurer). 

Now through December 24, the Manson Lioins Club and the Manson Chamber of 
Commerce will be hosting a “12 Days of Christmas” promotion at Manson Hometown 
Grocery. When you spend $30 or more, print your name and phone number on the 
back of your receipt and place it in the entry box for a chance to win a gift certificate 
to Manson Hometown Grocery. The drawings will take place at noon on December 13 
thru’ December 24. Good Luck!

Dec. 13 - $25 Dec. 16 - $30  Dec. 19 - $30  Dec. 22 - $40
Dec. 14 - $25 Dec. 17 - $30  Dec. 20 - $40  Dec. 23 - $40
Dec. 15 - $25 Dec. 18 - $30  Dec. 21 - $40  Dec. 24 - $100

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS. Manson Lions partnered with the Manson Chamber of Commerce and Manson 
Hometown Grocery for a holiday promotion giving back to the community. Whenever someone purchased $30 or 
more at the grocery store, they could write  their name and phone number on the receipt and drop it in the entry 
box. A name was drawn at noon every day between Dec. 13 and Dec. 24 for increasing amounts of grocery gift 
certificates ranging from $25 to $100.

FIREFIGHTER AID. Badger Lions Club President Roger Curtis 
presents a check for $250 to Badger Fire Chief Jeff Brundige 
and Assistant Fire Chief Todd Johnson.

YEARS OF SERVICE. Akron Lions receive Monarch Chevron 
Awards for their years of service. Pictured (L-R) are Dee 
Watson, 15 years; Bob Watson, 30 years; and Connie Blake 
10 years.
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Dear host family, 

My name is Cedric and I am 17 years old. It has always been my dream to come to a country like the 
United States of America because I am super curious about how things are done on the other side of 
the world. I am a student who studies science and mathematics and when I come to visit the US, I 
will probably go to university a few weeks later. I am someone who has always been curious about 
how things work, and therefore I am also curious about the American culture and the American way 
of life.  

I hope that by taking the opportunity to visit the US, that while staying with a host-family, I will have 
a very good look on American family-life and how things are done. Therefore, I am eager to visit 
different types of places that can also offer me a great look in the American traditions. I am also 
quite a sports guy: I play soccer in a team and like to play tennis sometimes. I am a huge fan of 
skiing (as I have been skiing since I was three) and playing basketball (just for fun, I still have a lot to 
learn a lot :-). I love watching basketball and I’m not familiar with American football, but I would 
love to learn more about the sport. I also really like biking and being outside when there is a nice 
temperature.  

My family and I travel a lot and we have seen a lot of different cultures. We have visited the United 
States a few times and every single time I was surprised by how different Americans really are from 
each other. For example: a New Yorker is a totally different person then someone from Florida and 
that is also why I am still interested in visiting the US. In the picture below you can see my family: 
my smaller brother (14 years old), my 2 loving parents and I on a safari (I am the person on the far 
right). 

I am super excited and can’t wait to see you guys! 

Kind regards  

Cedric 

Country:  Belguim 

Name: Cedric 

Age: 18 

Interests: Soccer 

Religion:  Catholic 

Algeries: Penicillin 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Dear Madam or Sir, 
Hello, my name is Victoria, 
I’ll turn 17 in April. 
I live in Hannut, a small town in Belgium. I live with my parents and my 14-year-old sister called 
Valentine. 
Currently I am a student at the ARH in fifth immersion option mathematics, sciences. 
They say that I am a sociable and calm person. 
I like listening music and read. 
But I love above all doing sport, I’ve been playing tennis and dancing since I was a kid. 
I also play hockey because I wanted to play a team sport that gives me the opportunity to cooperate 
and share. 
I love travelling and discovering new cultures, so I’m looking for an opportunity to broaden my 
horizons while doing something I love. 
I dream of meeting the challenge of living and studying abroad after my rheto. 
I want to perfect my knowledge in English, which is one of my favorite subjects currently at school. 
A stay abroad is a real springboard to prepare me for my future studies and my future profession. I 
am aware that languages are a real asset in the professional environment as well as for leisure.  
I hope that during my stay, I will discover another culture, that I will have the opportunity to see 
different places and landscape and of course that I will make new meetings and new friends. 

I remain at your disposal for any further information. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you. 
Kind regards, Victoria 

Country:  Belguim 

Name: Victoria 

Age: 17 

Interests: all sports, dance, tennis, running, hockey, reading, music 

Religion:  none listed 

Algeries: none listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Dear host family
I´m looking forward seeing you and living with you for a while. I´m very excited by the thought of 
going to Iowa, experience USA. 
My name is Maria, and I am in “High-School” in Denmark. I am eighteen years old, happy and 
interested in humans and animals. I have a dog on my own, her name is Bella. She is a black labrador. 
I work as a waitress and as a handball trainer for disabled kids. I 
love to be active. I love going for a walk, listening to music, and spending time with my friends and 
my boyfriend. I´m very interested in food, and I enjoy making it myself and explore different 
foodcultures by eating, for example their national dish. I´m very open-minded, friendly and talkative. I 
speak English, French and German. I hope to improve my English through my exchange, which is one 
of the main reasons I´m going! 
But also because I love travelling!  
Best Regards
Maria    🇩🇩🇰🇰

Country:  Denmark 

Name: Maria 

Age: 18 

Interests: Handball, animals 

Religion:  None Listed 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 

My sister, brother and I
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Dear Sir or Madam, 

My name is Jules FRANCOIS, I’m 17 and I’m a French student. I live in the North of France, close to 
Calais. I would like to be an aerospace engineer for some big companies like NASA, AIRBUS or even 
ARIANESPACE. I always loved space and rockets that’s why it’s my dream. I got my BIA (Brevet 
d’Initiation Aéronautique) which is a French diploma which provides the basis for a general culture in 
the aeronautical field. I play videogames too like Valorant or Rocket League which helped me a lot to 
step up my English because I play online with some players in Europe particularly. I have 2 brothers, 1 
sister and a dog named Onyx. I love animals too and especially dogs. I like traveling and I love 
learning new cultures and their habits. I went to the United States for 2 weeks in 2019 (NYC, Detroit, 
Chicago, Niagara Falls) to the Reunion for 2 weeks last summer, to Lanzarote a year before and I 
travelled also to the Netherlands and this year I went to London during a school trip. I love sports 
too: I practiced tennis for around 12 years, handball for 3 years and I swam in club for 6 years so I’m 
a good swimmer. I like eating but not really cooking but I can help doing some recipes. Cooking is a 
passion in my family and my little brother would like to be a cooker in the future, so I think I’m lucky 
on this. My parents hold the biggest wine cave at the North of Paris and have over 4000 references 
of French wines. 

 Yours sincerely, Jules 

Country:  France 

Name: Jules 

Age: 18 

Interests: Tennis, soccer, video games 

Religion:  Catholic 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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My name is Romain Parissi, I will be 16 years old soon and I am living in a beautiful Provencal village 
next to Aix-en-Provence, named “Puyloubier”. 

I am in a European’s class in 11th grade in the “Sacré- Coeur” High school located in Aix-en-Provence 
where I study   French   literature, sciences, economy, history and of course English. Later, I would 
like to work in commerce and marketing. 

When I have some free time, I enjoy listening to music like rock, pop, or R&B; I also like going out 
with my friends and watching a movie to the cinema or playing videogames  

Obviously, I love travelling. Indeed, I think travels are the best way to discover new cultures, to 
socialize and to improve English. I already had the chance to travel in a several countries like France, 
Italy, United Kingdom, Greece, USA, or Brazil. 

What I love more than anything is spending time with my family and especially my sister, Celia who is 
18. Together we laugh a lot!

My mother, Laetitia is Director of Human Resources at Veolia’s company. My father Ludovic is  a 
PHD works as a nuclear engineer. 

At home, I also have pet like a rabbit. 

Country:  France 

Name: Romain 

Age: 17 

Interests: Piano, travels, sports 

Religion:  Catholic 

Algeries: none  

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Fair 
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Dear Host Family, 

I am Szófia Anna Keresztes an 18-year-old girl from Budapest. My nickname is Sophie, I live in 
the heart of Budapest with my dad, my mom, my little sister and my sisters cat Chicago. I also 
have a pet; he is a hamster whose name is Honey. I have a lot of hobbies, I do like sports, films 
and reading and I like meeting new people, I think I'm an open person. I always spend a lot of 
time whit my friends. I mostly read crime novels and romance books my favorite book is 
Edenbrooke by: Julianne Donaldson. Although I don't have enough time for this, because I play 
volleyball competitively. I really like to eat but I am Vegetarian, so I don’t really like to eat 
meat. But I like to eat everything else mainly sweets. My looks are not extra, I am a 178cm tall 
girl with brownish-blonde hair and brown eyes. All I can say about my personality is that I am 
a very colorful and a positive person. I'm graduating this year and it's a little exhausting, but I 
can fight it. 
Wishing the best,  
Sophie 

Country:  Hungary 

Name: Szofi 

Age: 19 

Interests: Volleyball, Reading 

Religion:  Christian 

Algeries: Cats, fungi (takes allergy medicine) 

Dietary: Vegetarian 

English: Fair 
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To: Dear Host Family, 
Hi my name is Noya Russ and I’m a 16 years old girl who lives in Israel. 
I live in Kfar Haoranim which is a small community village near Modi’in (midway between 
Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem). Since this is a small place, everyone knows everyone. What I like the 
most about living here is the nature that I see every day and going to see the sunsets with my 
friends in the forest surrounding the village. I also enjoy that everything is close by, and that I 
can get easily around. 
I enjoy going on trips and hiking, cooking, art, being with my friends and meeting new people. 
I am a youth movement counselor and I love to do this very much.  
I am a junior in Modi’in high school, and I study chemistry and social science. Although it is 
challenging and long days of study at school, I enjoy the challenge and it is quite interesting 
most of the time. 
I have an older brother who recently finished high school and joined the Israeli army and I’m 
very proud of him.  
Would be very glad to be hosted by you and look forward to meeting you. 
Noya. 

Country:  Israel 

Name: Noya 

Age: 16 

Interests: Traveling, cooking, baking, art, friends, meeting people 

Religion:  Jewish 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Country:  Israel 

Name: Shir 

Age: 18 

Interests: Air rifle sport shooting, jewlery making, reading, travel, 
fashion 

Religion:  Jewish 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: Vegitarian 

English: Good 
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Dear my host family

First of all, I would like 
to thank you that you 
take the time to read my letter. For giving you the first impression of me, I will try as 
possible to write everything that you need to know.

My name is Anujin and I turned sixteen this year. People call me Anji. I live in Khovd 
which is a Mongolian northern province that is far from the capital. My family consists 
of seven members. Currently, I only live with my parents and my pets. Because my 
sister and brother are students in Ulaanbaatar city. I also have two cats. We 
considered them as part of our family, so I said seven members.
I would like to tell you something about me and my personality. I would describe 
myself as reliable, honest, flexible, and organized. Of course, my personality has 
also some weaknesses, I can get emotional easily. I am a little sensitive and a little 
bit introverted.
I go to Tsast-Altai School. My favorite subjects are mathematics and English. 
Additionally, I learn Chinese on my own. Even though it’s one of the hardest 
languages, I enjoy learning it.
In my free time, I usually do indoor activities. For example, watching an anime or a 
movie, reading manga, and I am passionate about music. I like watching sports 
games. However, I am bad at it. But recently, I started learning how to play volleyball 
and guitar.

I appreciate that you give me the possibility to live with your family and am excited to 
learn about new cultures and different traditions. I am looking forward to meeting you.
I hope we can get along and create unforgettable memories.

Country:  Mongolia 

Name: Anujin 

Age: 17 

Interests: volleyball, math movies, reading, music, guitar 

Religion:  None listed 

Algeries: none  

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Dear my host family,
First of all, I would like to 
thank you that you take 
the time to read my 
letter.
With this letter, I would like to bring you closer to my life. I will try as best as possible to 
describe my life here, my wishes and dreams, my friends and family, and of course myself. 

My name is Jambaldorj, I’m 15 years old. I would describe myself as a reliable, friendly, 
positive, open-minded woman interested in getting to know new countries and people. I love 
doing different kinds of sports, playing volleyball, snowboarding, and sometimes hiking in my 
free time I also enjoy baking, meeting my friends, watching new films at the cinema, reading 
a good book, and traveling through the world. In conclusion, I would like to thank you very 
much for taking the time to get to know me better. I am looking forward to being and also a
family member in your family and to spend a great and unforgettable year.  
Best regards, 

Country:  Mongolia 

Name: Tugsjargal 

Age: 17 

Interests: volleyball, films, cinema, friendship, traveling, reading 

Religion:  None listed 

Algeries: none  

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Hi!

My name is Janka and I’m 15 years old. I’m from small town called Nitra in the west of 
Slovak Republic. I’m looking forward to meet you!

I love my friends and family. In my family we all love and support each other. I have two 
sisters and one of them is my twin sister. We have fun together, laugh a lot, we enjoy 
travelling around the world, we all love music and sport. People around me, I think would 
describe me as very friendly, non-conflicting, kind- hearted, helpful, sometimes stubborn and 
honest. I love meeting new people and I’m social type. I spend most of my time with my 
friends. We have fun together and we usually hang out after school. I have two best friends 
which I’ve known since birth. One of them is my classmate and we spend a lot of time 
together in school, after school or in my free time. With the other one we had same interest 
from childhood. First we did rythmic gymnastic for 7 years after that we have stared dancing. 
I love dancing and I would like to continue doing it. When I’m in some trouble or in need to 
talk to someone I approach my older sister or my best friends. My sister also helps me when 
I don’t understand some assignments at school. I enjoy waking up later so that’s why I don’t 
like waking up to school. For my family it was a bit harder because my twin sister was born 
with health problems, that’s why a help her whenever I can. I think that Lions club gives you 
an opportunity to travel around the world, meet new people, learn about other countries 
culture, learn new language, it prepares you for life and makes you more independent. I’m 
speaking English, a little bit of Spanish and German.

After highschool I would like to study medicine. I would like to continue dancing and in my 
spare time travel around world. I’m a hard-working student I attend 8year selective school. I 
full fill my homeworks and responsibilities. After finishing high school a would like to start 
attending college abroad.
This is something about me. Hope to see you soon!

Country:  Slovak Republic 

Name: Jana 

Age: 16 

Interests: dance, traveling, music 

Religion:  Catholic 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Dear Host Family, 

My name is Berkay. I am sixteen. I live in Alanya. I am a high school student at science high 
school in my town. I want to be a physicist and work as a professor at a good university. 

I have been playing violin since I am 8 and I think I am good at it. Music has always been a 
very essential part of my life. I also like listening various kinds of music. I especially love 
Bach. I find his music very impressive. I also like philosophy. Once a week I meet with my 
friends to discuss philosophy at school. I find works of pre-Socratic philosophers like 
Anaximander very interesting. Reading about history is one of my favourite things to do. 
Learning history really helps me understand the world and when I learn about history and 
philosophy I feel connected to people throughout the history and I understand the way they 
think. I am very interested in physics and mathematics. I spend a lot of time and effort on 
them and I enjoy it. I had a great success in two mathematical olympiads last year. I work on 
two advanced physics books and try to understand them nowadays. I want to understand more 
things about the universe. That’s why I want to be a physicist. I have a younger brother and I 
spend time with him too. My parents are both doctors. I enjoy spending time with them too 

I love living in Alanya. Alanya is a very beautiful place to live. But it is very hot in Summer. 
We have great mountains, forests and beaches. We also have an old castle, cave and there are 
great ancient Greek and Roman cities nearby. It is very difficult to find natural and historical 
sites like the ones we have. It is not a very big city but in Summer it becomes more crowded 
than the biggest cities. It is a very touristic town. In last few years Alanya received a large 
immigration. Especially after the War in Ukraine social and economic structure of Alanya 
changed. But still Alanya is my favourite place. 

I am very happy for having a chance to meet you and I would like to thank you for hosting me 
at your home. I can’t wait for summer to visit you and stay at your home.  

Best regards, 

Berkay 

 

Country:  Turkey 

Name: Berkay 

Age: 17 

Interests: Violin, History, Physics, Strategy Games 

Religion:  None Listed 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 
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Dear Host Family, 

My name is Sare, 

I am sixteen. I am a high school student in Antalya. I’m taking a lot of different subjects. I want to be a doctor and I want to go to 
Italy for medical school and maybe practice medicine in the US. 

I am a very energetic, positive and enthusiastic girl. I love to meet with new people, talk with them and listen to them (I am a 
good listener and good adviser). I love listening to music. Music is one of my favourite friends that always makes me feel relaxed 
and calm. 

I was a swimmer before that’s why I am into swimming and I am also into playing volleyball. I have been playing since I was 10 
years old. I am interested in cooking. I have been taking gastronomy courses for 3 years. 

In my school I am an international representative, I am at the MUN club and I am one of the captains of the debate club. And 
also I have been taking extra classes to prepare for the IB (International Baccalaureate).  

Because of these activities I don't have much free time. However, If I have any free time I like to hang out with my friends, shop 
with my mom, watch netflix and read self improvement books.  

I love summer days, wearing my sunglasses, going to beaches and swimming. I like to take pictures and be photographed. I also 
like trying new flavours, foods. And I like places which have amazing scenery. 

Communication, friends and commitment are important for me. Last summer I met with 13 teens  from Lions Youth Camp and 
Exchange Programme students that came to Antalya. I spent almost 1 week with them. I showed them Antalya and helped them 
translate. And one of them stayed in my home. We all had a wonderful and unforgettable time. It was an honor to introduce 
them to Antalya and guide them. In that 1 week I made really strong friendships and I will definitely visit all of them when I get 
older. By joining this exchange programme I know that I will make strong friendships again, I will have a wonderful family and if 
my you (host family) comes to Antalya I will be honored to show you around, help you and introduce you to my country. 

My mom is Aynur. She is a housewife. My father is Arif. He is a doctor. And one of my biggest dreams is being a doctor and 
working with my dad. 

For me living in Antalya has positive and negative sides. (but it has a more positive side for me). On the positive side, Antalya has 
beautiful scenery which I love, delicious food, lots of places to visit, and an attractive culture. And Antalya is a touristic place. 
That means there are a lot of people in the summer from other countries and that helps me to practise my english. Antalya is 
famous for its beaches. You can really relaxed in Antalya. On the downside Antalya can be really hot, and it has the highest 
humidity in the summer. And as I said Antalya is a touristic place that's why It is really crowded in the summer and i don't like 
crowded places. But no matter how hot or crowded it is, I really like my fascinating city. 

I hope to be your daughter this summer for sometime and I would like to thank you for opening the gates of your home to me. 

Country:  Turkey 

Name: Sare 

Age: 17 

Interests: Volleyball, Music, Shopping, Cooking, Reading 

Religion:  Muslim 

Algeries: None Listed 

Dietary: No Restrictions 

English: Good 


