
IOWA
LION

T
h

e

Dec. 2021 / Jan. 2022 iowalions.org

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Inaugural Iowa Lions Fall Conference 
Successful, State Convention Slated

By Lion Chris Waring
State Convention Planning Committee Chair

Thank you to everyone who attended the first Iowa 
Lions Learning Conference Oct. 22-23. The Cedar 
Rapids Library was a very welcoming venue that 
fulfilled our needs for our meetings and meals. 

We were able to serve Cedar Rapids by 
participating in the 1-Bag Challenge, where Lions 
who participated in the Strides for Diabetes Walk 
collected garbage along the way. Lions also donated 
non-perishable food and gave a monetary donation to 
the local food bank. Any unused food from our meals 
was given to the homeless shelter.

CLEANING UP WITH STRIDES. Lion Lisa Ossian picks 
up trash in downtown Cedar Rapids as part of the 1-Bag 
Challenge service project incorporated into the Strides for 
Diabetes Walk during the Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference.

Past International President Joe Preston was our 
international guest and shared about Strengthening the 
Pride by keeping our members happy and embracing 
new ways to ask others to join.

We also heard from Shannon Ramsay, the founder 
of Trees Forever, on what Lions Clubs could do to 
help plant trees. Trees Forever was founded in Cedar 
Rapids in 1989.

Other seminars covered changing the way we 
ask people to join Lions, resources for getting new 
ideas for service projects and hands-on assistance for 
accessing MyLion to report service.

LEARNING CONFERENCE SERVICE PROJECT. MD9 
Convention Planning Committee members Lisa Prochaska and 
Kim Seligman pack up food donated to the Linn Community 
Food Bank as one of the service projects at the conference.
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Dec. 5 International Leo Day

January Hunger Awareness Month

Jan. 8 Council of Governors Meeting

Jan. 13 Melvin Jones’ Birthday

Jan. 29 9SE Cabinet Meeting via Zoom

February Childhood Cancer Awareness  
 Month

Feb. 15 Int’l Childhood Cancer Day

Feb. 26 District 9NE Convention
 Waverly

Mar. 11-12 District 9SW Convention
 Waukee

Mar. 18-19 District 9EC Convention
 Mount Vernon

Mar. 26 District 9MC Convention
 Urbandale

April Environmental Awareness Month
 Family & Friends Month
 Leo Club Awareness Month

April  8-9 District 9SE Convention
 Washington

May 20-21 Iowa Lions State Convention
 Ames
 

Board Extends Waived Entrance Fee
By Douglas X. Alexander
Lions Clubs International President

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues 
to impact the work of Lions and communities around 
the world, creating challenges for our clubs and the 
people we care for. Throughout this global crisis, 
Lions have continued to safely serve because the 
needs have been so great.

To help ensure that clubs are able to meet the 
growing needs in our communities, the International 
Board of Directors passed another resolution to make 

it easier to invite new members to serve with us.

Here is an overview of the new resolution 
approved by the Board of Directors:

• Charter and entrance fees waiver – We have 
waived all charter and entrance fees from Jan. 1 
through June 30, 2022. Charter and entrance fees 
are also currently waived through Dec. 31, 2021.

Please note that clubs should pay any outstanding 
balances right away to stay in good standing and 
avoid being placed on financial suspension on Nov. 
15.

We know that every member matters, to our clubs, 
to our communities and to the lives we touch as 
Lions. For more than a century, Lions have taken on 
the greatest challenges facing humanity. Together, we 
will overcome this. 

Thank you for sharing the joy of being a Lion, and 
for your outstanding service and commitment to our 
communities and the world.
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International Report
Past International Director  

Ardie Klemish
 P.O. Box 175 

Anita, Iowa 50020
641-740-0148

ardieklemish@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to Our Iowa Lions Family

Take time to treasure your family during the 
holidays.

Thanks to each of you for your dedicated service 
as Lions. Remember to appreciate your family, your 
Lions family and friends during this special season.  
Together you make a POSITIVE impact on the world!  

Light Up Leader Dogs for the Blind
Leader Dogs for the Blind is having a special 

fundraiser for Christmas this year. For each personal 
$10 donation received, a luminary will be placed in 
your honor on the Leader Dog campus on Dec.11. 
Donate online or mail your check with the memo line 
“Luminary” to Leader Dogs for the Blind, PO Box 
5000, Rochester, MI 48307. Be sure to mail it in early 
December.

Special Donation to Commemorate 
Melvin Jones Birthday

Jan.13 is Melvin Jones’ birthday. Why not make 
a personal donation to Campaign 100 in honor of 
his birthday? Donate online or contact your club or 
district coordinator to mail a donation. 

Fall International Board Meeting Report
The board of directors discussed the Lions 

Strategic Plan (LSP), which combines brand identity 
and aligns global causes and missions for both Lions 
Clubs International and Lions Clubs International 
Foundation. The Lions Strategic Plan will be formally 

presented to the Lions of the world at the 2022 
International Convention in Montreal. 

The club marketing portfolio has been launched. 
It includes social media kits, club brand guide, press 
center pages, Lions video center, and storytelling 
guides.

The 2022 Rose Parade theme is “Dream, Believe, 
Achieve!”  The Lions float is “Quest for Kindness,” 
which highlights our global Lions Quest program. 

After a successful roll out in the U.S. and Canada, 
the Global Membership Approach (Build a Team, 
Build a Vision, Build a Plan, Build Success) is 
now being presented in all languages and over 210 
countries. ALL first vice district governors around the 
world are being trained in the initative. 

Electronic registration for the 2022 International 
Convention in Montreal is now available. Bell 
Centre, only two blocks from the headquarters hotel 
(LeCentre Sheraton), will be used for plenary sessions 
and the international show. Palais des Congress 
will house the exhibit hall, District Governor-Elect 
seminars and business session.  

2022 District Governor-Elect/First Vice District 
Governor training will be virtual, with two final days 
of training in person June 23-24 in Montreal. Two live 
virtual DGE training sessions will be held each week 
in February and March, each two to three hours in 
length.  

The Lions Learning Center now has 37 courses 
available. There are 30,755 registered learners around 
the globe. 

Advanced Lions Leadership Institute for U.S./
Canada will be in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, March 
26-28, 2022. 

Lions Certified Instructor Program for U.S./Canada 
was held in September with 20 participants. As of 
Sept. 23, 2021, there are 363 LCIP certified Lions 
globally. There are currently 53,928 Certified Guiding 
Lions worldwide. Over 67,000 Lion account users 
entered data in the past 12 months.

The New Voices program, initially designed in 
2018 to celebrate women, has now expanded to 
include diversity and youth.

https://bit.ly/3BFzNNa
www.lcif.org
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Setting Diabetic Goals for the New Year
By DG Bill Shutters
MD9 Diabetes Awareness Chair

The appropriate title might be “New Year’s 
Resolutions,” but resolutions are made Dec. 31, 
broken by Jan.7 and forgotten by Groundhog’s Day. 

If you are a person with diabetes, these are goals 
that you want to achieve. Not because there’s a test, 
but because there’s a payout as big as winning the 
lottery. 

As we list these goals, we‘re lucky that the Lions 
with all the alphabet soup before their name won’t 
be reading them, so we don’t have to write an action 
plan. In some cases, you may want to make one 
anyway so you have a road map to success.

My Diabetic Goals for 2022?
Each day I will:

1. Eat healthy food.

2. Exercise at least 30 min..

3. Take my diabetic medicine every day.

4. Test my blood glucose every day.

5. Check my feet every day.

6. Brush my teeth.

7. Stop Smoking.

8. Reduce alcohol consumption.

9. Reduce stress.

10. Get plenty of sleep.

During the year I will:

1. Maintain a healthy weight.

2. See my health care provider every six months.

3. Receive my flu, pneumonia and hepatitis B 
shots.

4. Maintain a record of my diabetes numbers.

The question arises, “What if I fall off the 
wagon?  Do I get to quit?”  The answer is, “Do you 
want to be a participant or an observer?”

What’s your prize for practicing Lent all year? 
Simply put, “A higher quality and longer life,” 
based on the experts’ statistics. “There are lies, 

damned lies and statistics,” goes a phrase used by 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens (aka Mark Twain).

Your payoff is that you will:

1. Have more energy.

2. Be less tired.

3. Need to pass urine less often.

4. Heal better.

5. Have fewer skin and bladder infections.

You will have a decreased chance of:

1.  Heart attacks or strokes.

2. Eye problems that lead to trouble seeing or 
blindness.

3. Pain, tingling or numbness in your hands and 
feet.

4. Kidney problems that can cause your kidneys to 
fail.

5. Teeth and gum problems.

The choice is yours. Have a Happy Holiday 
Season and a Prosperous New Year.

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST. Past District Governor Stan 
Stanfield, left, peruses the breakfast selections offered by Lion 
Kim Seligman during the Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference 
in Cedar Rapids Oct. 22-23.
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The 2020-2021 Partners-in-Service presented 
Lion Lorna Meyer with a Warren Coleman Honorary 
Award for her willingness to provide assistance 
whenever necessary, especially as recording secretary 
during the Iowa Lions State Convention this past May.

Iowa Lions Pin Traders presented a Warren 
Coleman Honorary Award to Lion Evelyn Valeta.

I would like to say thanks to the Planning 
Committee members: Debbie Doty, Beverly Fletcher, 
Kim Seligman, Anita Mars, Lisa Prochaska, Doug 
Welton, Loren Clausen, Chuck Kent and Richard 
Congdon for all their time and knowledge to make this 
event happen. I also appreciate Bryan Bross, Ardie 
Klemish, Gary Fry, Judy Hankom and Phil Larabee 
for their counsel and advice.

Mark your calendars to save the date for the Iowa 
Lions State Convention May 20-21, 2022, at The 
Gateway Hotel in Ames. The next Iowa Lions Fall 
Conference is scheduled for Oct. 21-22, 2022.

10 Retention Questions
Here are 10 questions your club should be asking 

to improve member retention, as shared by Past 
International President Joe Preston at the Iowa Lions 
Fall Learning Conference in October.

1. What is your club doing special to make your 
guests and members feel welcome at your club 
meetings and events?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WARREN COLEMAN AWARD. Iowa Lions Pin Traders 
President Yogi Braet presents Lion Evelyn Veleta with a 
Warren Coleman Honorary Award.

2. Do you recognize your member’s birthdays, 
anniversaries, and other special days?

3. Do you ask your members what they are 
passionate about and try to match them up to your 
existing committees or form a new committee to 
address that service opportunity?

4. What can your club do to establish better lines of 
communication within your club to keep members 
involved and participating, and in addressing and 
resolving issues or problems?

5. Does your club give your members too many 
duties or put them into positions that they are not 
trained for?

6. What does your club do if you have members that 
are not attending or participating?

7. Does your club have a calling committee that 
gives your members friendly reminders about 
upcoming meetings, projects, and events?

8. What are you doing to improve the time, flow, and 
content of your club meetings to make them more 
fun, interesting, and meaningful?

9. Do you listen to your members and provide 
them training, orientation, and opportunities for 
advancement?

10. How many fundraisers, service projects and social 
events does your club hold each year, and are they 
spaced out throughout the year?

PRESIDENTIAL INDUCTION. (L-R) Past International 
President Joe Preston inducts Cari Bross, wife of Council Chair 
Bryan Bross, into membership of Lions Clubs International. 
It isn’t every day a Lion gets inducted by a Past International 
President. See more conference photos throughout this issue.
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A View  
from the Chair

Council Chair Bryan Bross
1703 Grube St.

Burlington, Iowa 52601
319-572-4132

bbross@iowalions.org

I want to start this month’s article with a bit of 
good news. As of Oct. 18, 2021, the Lions Clubs of 
Iowa, Multiple District 9, is a net positive five (5) on 
membership. That is EXCELLENT news, and it is 
due to the hard work of your district governors! We 
can all ASK ONE to join us in the pursuit of service 
to our communities. Remember, it is our service that 
attracts and keeps new members. Another Lion has 
said, “Busy Lions are happy Lions!” Let’s be busy in 
our service together and to one another. 

We have been very busy at the State Office doing 
the business of the Lions Clubs of Iowa. Please know 
that our interim secretary and interim treasurer, along 
with our various committees, have been working to 
reestablish our operating processes while streamlining 
activities for the benefit of all our members. 

We are busy updating policy manuals and taking 
a long, hard look at our constitution and by-laws 
to make sure that all our processes work together 
harmoniously. 

We have a committee of past leaders from each 
district exploring the potential of redistricting. The 
redistricting process will not be entered into hastily 
but should be done thoughtfully and carefully. 

There is much to do across our multiple district. 
We have assembled a great team to move past this 
year on a better foundation. Stay tuned.

I noted in my last article that when I visited Lions 
clubs as a district governor, I would frequently end my 
time sharing with the club about the Purposes, Vision 
Statement and Mission Statement of Lions Clubs 
International. I shared my thoughts on our Vision and 
Mission statements last time. This month I want to 
share two of our “purposes” or “objects.” 

The first object is:

TO CREATE and foster a spirit of understanding 
among the peoples of the world. 

We have witnessed a tremendous amount of change 

in our lives in the past 18 months. So many people 
seem to be at great odds over a great many things. 
Some go to great lengths to “cancel” others. This 
“Great Cancel” is appalling for many reasons and it 
stings relentlessly. 

Thus, this first object of Lionism seems so much 
more important and pertinent in these challenging 
times. I have found that even within my own club 
we can disagree about many things, and maybe 
most things, but we can come together in service to 
others with one another. After all, we are all human 
beings. We know deep down that we have far more in 
common than we many times like to admit. 

This first object hints at the peace and international 
understanding mentioned in the Mission Statement. 
We would all do well to remember this first object in 
all our interactions. Time is short and relationships are 
everything.

The second object is:

TO PROMOTE the principles of good 
government and good citizenship.

Possibly, we all could use a civic refresher. What is 
good government? What is good citizenship? Surely 
these ideas require that we are at least somewhat 
familiar with our founding and governing documents 
and the history of our nation. 

Knowledge of our nation’s history, both good 
and bad, provides a basis for moving forward with 
peace and international understanding. I think “good 
government” means that we support a government that 
operates with sound ethical principles in alignment 
with our constitution and the laws of our land. 

I think it means respecting our institutions and 
those who hold offices in those institutions regardless 
of our vote for or against in their election. 

I think that “good citizenship” means that we 
educate ourselves on the issues, and that we exercise 
our right to vote whenever possible. But I also think 
it means we must engage in running for election for 
any office where we can provide service to others, 
whether that is the non-partisan local school board or 
for higher partisan offices. 

It’s not somebody else’s job to be a good citizen. 
We’re all in this together. On Sept. 17, 1787, delegates 
left the Constitutional Convention in Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia. As they exited, Benjamin 
Franklin was asked what kind of government do we 
have? “A Republic,” he replied, “if you can keep it.”
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By PDG Sheri Holliday
Iowa Lions Youth Exchange Chair

After two years of canceled camps thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Iowa Lions Youth Exchange 
and Camp (ILYE or YE) is back on for 2022.

Camp Dates are July 24-30, 2022 at the Central Iowa 
Bible Camp in Earlham. Hosting dates are July 2, 2022 
thru July 30, 2022, three weeks in your home and one 
week in camp. We are doing things a little differently 
this year. The students will be going home from camp 
instead of back to the host families.  Be on the lookout 
for Student Headshots starting in January 2022!

We are needing to fill some positions and looking for 
some help this year, Positions needed are:

YE/Camp Secretary, duties include:

1. The camp secretary will be responsible for sending 
letters to all the Iowa Lions Clubs for donations to the 
camp and a “thank you” response to all donations.

2. The camp secretary will keep minutes of the daily 
meeting held by the camp director and camp staff. 
They will also take and maintain any minutes of YE 
meetings outside of camp.

3. The camp secretary will assist with the food and 
material supplies to be ordered for camp.

4. The camp secretary will keep copies of all treasurers’ 
reports, along with the minutes, in the Iowa Lions 
International Youth Camp records.

5. The camp secretary will assist as a chaperone at 
camp.

6. The camp secretary will attend the full week of camp.

Camp Director, duties include:

1. The camp director is required to be at camp the entire 
week, including the set-up day before camp starts.

2. The camp director oversees and is responsible for the 
students during camp.

3. The camp director is responsible for following the 
camp schedule and making sure the students are 
where they need to be when they need to be there. 

4. The camp director is required to ride the bus with the 
students to all trips and activities.

5. The camp director oversees the Iowa Youth Hosts 
and will direct them in their duties.

Camp Staff and Volunteers, duties include:

1. Camp staff will work and assist at camp in whatever 
capacity needed. All staff will assume the role of 
CHAPERONES/Helpers during the week of camp to 
help make the camp experience good for all that are 
involved. The camp staff/volunteers may assist any of 
the officers in the performance of camp duties such as 
meal prep, dishes, cleanup, activities, registration, and 
group assignments.

2. Volunteers are not required to stay the entire week. 
You may volunteer for just one day or all of them.

3. Camp staff/volunteers are there to assist campers as 
chaperones and not participants in camp activities.

District Youth Exchange Chairs (Districts EC, NC, 
SE), duties include:

1. Go to club and zone meeting to solicit donations from 
clubs and district for the Iowa Lions Youth Exchange 
Program.

2. Attend youth exchange meetings (four per year – two 
by Zoom (June 2022 and August 2022, one at Iowa 
Lions Fall Learning Conference in October, one at 
Iowa Lions State Convention in May).

3. Help find host families in your clubs and districts for 
incoming youth (usually four to five per district).

4. Attend camp (this year July 23-30, 2022 in Earlham, 
Iowa).

If anyone is interested in any of these positions, or 
has any questions, please contact Iowa Lions Youth 
Exchange Chair Sheri Holliday at (515) 480-6474. You 
can send donations, made out to ILYE, to 506 S 3rd St, 
Winterset IA 50273.

A BIG thank you to all clubs that have donated in 
the past! As a reminder we are funded by Iowa Lions 
Club donations only, so please think of us when donating 
your fundraising dollars.

Iowa Lions Youth Exchange 
and Camp Back on this Year

mailto:holliday52%40msn.com?subject=ILYEC
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District 9NE
District Governor  
Stephen Becker

1618 Lark Ln.
Waterloo, IA 50701

319-234-2374
lionstephenb@mediacombb.net

Where are We Going as Lions 
and How Do We Get There?

By Mark G. Miller
9NE Global Membership Team, West Region

Where are we going as Lions and how do we get 
there? Simple questions, but there are no easy answers 
after all we have been through in the last two years.

So where are we going? We are going to serve – our 
club, our community, and our world!

How do we get there? We get there by keeping 
our clubs together as best as we can. We keep 
communication going out to our members and we meet 
with all that are comfortable meeting. We get back on 
schedule.

We serve! Service is what we are about as Lions. 
Service helps build our membership and builds our 
friendships within our clubs! Outside of family, my best 
friends are members in our club.  

Service projects: Even if these do not make any 
money for your club, they are the best way to make your 
club known to potential members in your community. So 
get those service projects on the calendar and promote 
them in your community. Other people who want to give 
back will come and find you. They may ask how they 
can join in the fun. Make your projects a good use of 
time and have some fun while doing them.  

Wear your Lions apparel when out servicing your 
community, or even while you are just out and about. 
I have a potential member from playing pickleball in 
my Lions T-shirt. People ask what do Lions do? Other 
things work, too. Like our “A Lion Lives Here” signs or 
our Iowa Lions Foundation window decals. The easiest 
way to ask someone to join is when they are asking what 
Lions is about!

In closing, it is time we got back together as Lions – 
with all that are ready to – keeping in mind to meet as 
safely as we can. If we can use some of the suggestions 
above, we can add to our clubs and keep moving forward 
as Lions!

We Welcome New Members
 Club  Member Sponsor
 La Porte City Troy Brown Zach Hoover
 Nashua Patricia A. Bielema Dennis Litterer
 New Hampton Rick J. Kramer Kevin Hassman
  Alan W. Morris Robert Beckman
 Van Horne Robert L. Lyle Larry Wiebke
 Waterloo Timothy J. Platt Jennifer Bruns

2021-2022 9NE District Nominating 
Committee & Nominations Procedures

The 9NE Lions District Nominations Committee is 
comprised of the following Lions: PDG Roger Bublitz 
of the Waukon Lions, Lynn Montgomery of the Vinton 
Lions and and Chairperson Terry Letsche of the Waverly 
Lions. If you have questions, please contact these Lions.

Procedures for nominations for the positions of 9NE 
2nd Vice District Governor for 2022-2023 and the Iowa 
Lions Foundation Trustee are as follows:  

• Nominations must be approved by a Lion’s local 
club and signed by two club officers. This must be 
submitted by Jan. 15, 2022, to Lion Letsche by email 
or postal mail to: 2415 1st Ave. NW, Waverly, Iowa 
50677-1819.

• Candidates for the 2nd VDG position must have 
served as a club president and as a zone chair, each 
for a year. There is no requirement for the trustee 
position.  

Elections for our 9NE District Officers will take 
place on Feb. 26, 2022 at the 9NE District Convention at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Waverly.

The other positions to be elected will be for district 
governor and 1st vice district governor.

Vice District Governor Dale Schrad, center, presents a $3,100 
check to Iowa Lions Foundation President Phillip Larabee, 
right, and Trustee Judy Stone. Money is from the profits of the 
Cedar Falls Noon Lions and 9NE Golf Tournament.

mailto:rdbublitz%40yahoo.com?subject=District%20officer%20nomination
mailto:lmmgm%40outlook.com?subject=District%20officer%20nomination
mailto:terry%40letsche.net?subject=District%20officer%20nomination
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REGISTRATION FORM

9NE DISTRICT CONVENTION

Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

2001 W. Bremer Ave, Waverly

“Focus on Four”
Childhood Cancer • Diabetes Awareness • Hunger • Vision & Hearing

Wear Lions attire and masks as needed

10 a.m. Cabinet Meeting

11:30 a.m.   Opening & Freewill Lunch
  (Pizza & Salad)

RSVP by Feb. 15, 2022 to:
Lion Mark Trax
114 21st St SW
Waverly, IA 50677

Club Affiliation: 

PARTICIPANTS NAMES:

— Bring Your Club Banner to Display —

**Convention Highlights**
• Presentations on Childhood Cancer, Diabetes 

Awareness, Hunger, Vision & Hearing

• 2022-2023 9NE District Officers Elections 
(be sure your club dues are paid up-to-date at 
least 15 days prior to convention)

• Special recognitions

• SPECIAL EVENT: Dutch Treat Dinner to welcome 
International Director Mike Banks and Lion Ann, 
Friday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m., at East Bremer Diner,  
117 E. Bremer Ave, Waverly

Hotel Accommodations at Super 8
301 13th Ave S, Waverly

$78.19 plus tax, make reservations by Feb. 19
319-352-0888

In Memoriam
We are sorry for the loss of these dedicated Lions.

 Club  Member
 Balltown Kenneth Klein

 Oelwein Leland Blunt
 

Club Activities
BELLE PLAINE conducted a drive-up lunch of hot dogs, 
burgers, chips and water.

CEDAR FALLS filled children’s backpacks at the Northeast 
Iowa Food Bank; distributed packets of personal care items 
to several homeless shelters; served in the honor guard at 
military funerals.

DENVER served beer at the Wartburg College Oktoberfest 
and cleaned up along Highway 63.

DENVER LEOS conducted a city-wide food drive.

GARNAVILLO sorted cans at the redemption center.

HAWKEYE sold tickets for a turkey drawing.

HUDSON conducted a can and bottle drive.

JANESVILLE held a scrap metal drive.

JESUP held a social for its members.

LAWLER held a Halloween party; replaced and repaired 
the fence around an old local cemetery; conducted a pork 
chop dinner.

OELWEIN decorated trunks and provided a safe 
environment for trick-or-treaters at the local “Hoot” 
Halloween party for the kids (pictured above).

VAN HORNE conducted its monthly pancake breakfast; 
held a Halloween hot dog meal deal before trick or treating; 
participated in a can and bottle collection.

VINTON provided eye screenings to 47 children.

WATERLOO sorted donations to the House of Hope for 16 
single mothers and their children and collected eyeglasses.

WAVERLY cleaned up Highway 218.

WEST UNION received a donation from Bank 1st towards 
new playground equipment for Lions Park; decorated the 
recreation center for the Festival of Lights; conducted vision 
screenings at Rainbow Land Childcare Center and Turkey 
Valley Preschool.
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District 9NC
District Governor  

Stan Johnson
32697 Terrace Ave.

New Hartford, IA 50660
319-240-2211

stanpjohnson15@gmail.com

Official Club Visits
Since becoming district governor, I have visited the 

Northwood, Parkersburg, Mason City and Rowan clubs. 
I would appreciate an email or call with a suggested date 
for an official club visit from the remaining 32 clubs in 
9NC.

Attention Club Secretaries
As of Oct.31, club secretaries of the following clubs 

have not recorded their 2021-2022 club officers in the 
MyLCI app: Burt, Clear Lake Noon, Dows, Eldora, 
Manly and Marble Rock. 

As a reminder to all clubs, club officers must be 
reported in the MyLCI app each year before July 1, 
EVEN IF THE SAME OFFICERS ARE CARRIED 
OVER FROM YEAR TO YEAR. Clubs that do not 
report new officers are locked out of the My LCI app. 
To unlock their accounts, club secretaries are required to 
contact Lions Clubs International for assistance in one of 
the following ways:

• Call Technical Support at (630) 468-7000 from 8 
a.m.- 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.

• Email MyLCI@lionsclubs.org.

Without this information it is difficult to report 
changes in membership, communicate with club officers, 
mail dues statements, and send copies of The Iowa Lion.

 Attention Club Treasurers
As of Oct. 31, the following clubs have not 

made their July 2021 dues payments to Lions Clubs 
International:   Dows, Eldora, Kamrar, Rockford, 
and Thompson. Dues must be paid to remain in good 
standing.

District 9NC Membership
Opening Balance 864 
Added Members 21
Dropped Members 20 
Closing Balance 865

That is an increase of only one member. Does your 
club have a goal for increasing its membership?

October Club Activities
ALLISON held an omelet breakfast.

CHARLES CITY conducted its annual book sale.

CLEAR LAKE EVENING and CLEAR LAKE NOON 
partnered with Mason City Evening Lions for White Cane 
Day, collecting $2,185 in donations.

HUMBOLDT held an omelet breakfast.

MASON CITY celebrated the club’s 100th anniversary 
on Oct 2.

NEW HARTFORD held an omelet breakfast; assisted 
the New Hartford Splash Pad Committee by manning a 
food booth at the City’s annual Pumpkin Festival; and 
parked cars at a Dike-New Hartford Schools varsity 
football game.

NORTHWOOD presented a $750 check to Scoutmaster 
Steve Petersen for Boy Scout activities in the 
community; volunteered at the Northwood Theatre by 
selling tickets and operating the concessions stand. 

OSAGE held a homecoming tailgate supper prior to a 
school football game, grilling ribeyes, hamburgers and 
hotdogs (pictured above).

ROWAN conducted its annual chicken barbecue.

We are sorry for the loss  
of this dedicated Lion

 Club  Member Years a Lion
 Clear Lake Eve. Lothar Meyer 30 years
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We Welcome New Members
 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR
 Clear Lake Creighton Schmidt 

 Rockford Mike Edward Seibert Todd Seibert

AWARD OF GRATITUDE. Past District Governor Jim Bixler, 
Partner in Service to the 2020-2021 MD9 Council Chair, 
presents Lorna Meyer a Warren Coleman Award at the Iowa 
Lions Fall Learning Conference held in October. The Partners 
in Service selected Lorna for the award in appreciation of 
her willingness to always help out, especially serving as 
transcribing secretary during the state convention in May.

BEGGARS SUPPER. Williams Lions serve a free hotdog meal on Beggars Night. Pictured (L-R) are John Keane, Connie Keane, 
Charlene Burton, Mike Burton, Rex Utech, Bob Keane and Wayne Gruefe.

CLIMATE CHANGE. Eric Giddens, representing the University 
of Northern Iowa, speaks to the Parkersburg Lions Club about 
global warming and the need to reduce emissions.
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District 9SE
District Governor  

Nancy Oehler Love
2865 290th St.

Crawfordsville, IA 52621
319-461-1636

ncoehler@gmail.com

Love is in the air – Lions’ love, that is. Believe me, 
I can get a lot of mileage out of my last name, but more 
exactly, that’s who we are: Loving Individuals Offering 
Needed Services. What better season to act on that than 
the holiday season where Service from the Heart and the 
Power of Love will lead the way.

The past two months we’ve talked about two arms of 
our Global Action Team, that of the Global Leadership 
Coordinator and that of the Global Membership 
Coordinator. Our GLT Debbie Doty has been offering 
Zoom trainings for club officers and in person at various 
zone meetings. I encourage you to attend. You will be 
fueled by her passion for Lionism and ready to step up 
to the plate as a club or district officer. 

Our Global Membership Team Coordinator is 
Council Chair Bryan Bross. He has been on the lookout 
with us for a candidate for the position of 2nd Vice-
District Governor. If we don’t find someone, we will be 
without a district governor in the year 2023-2024.

Making a full circle in our Global Action Team is 
our Global Service Coordinator Paul Hain and his job to 
promote service and the reporting thereof in our district. 

I recently attended the Fall Leadership Conference in 
Cedar Rapids. Included in the choice of workshops was 
one on Service Toolkits in a Box. Past Council Chair 
Hain led the group through the many opportunities for 
service that can be found on the LCI website. There was 
something for every club, large or small, in any one of 
our areas of focus as Lions. 

There are many ways to conduct service activities, 
even in the pandemic. From drive-thru pancake suppers 
and conducting food drives to putting up flags on 
patriotic holidays in town, just be creative! Don’t forget 
to report your service on the MyLion app at the LCI 
website! That’s what puts our clubs on the map!

The holiday season is one where Service from the 
Heart and the Power of Love are particularly close to 
us as Lions, as we shop for toys for children who might 
not have a Christmas gift under the tree and prepare 
Christmas food baskets for those who do not have 
enough to eat. That takes me back to my ever-present 

boomerang image – that we are called to go and listen, 
then charged to join and act. 

One of International President Alexander’s favorite 
questions to ask is this, “When was it that you truly 
became a Lion?”

I’d like to share my story with you. One day, I was 
sitting in my car outside the doctor’s office when a 
woman approached me. When I rolled my window 
down, she told me that she needed money to feed 
her children. I told her that I didn’t have any cash 
and couldn’t help her. As she walked away, I opened 
my wallet, took out the $50 bill that I keep there for 
emergencies and handed it to her. She had tears in her 
eyes as she looked at it and thanked me. 

Whether or not she really needed the money was not 
the point. The point was that was the day that I truly 
became a Lion – a Loving Individual Offering Needed 
Services. For it is not just about quiet self sacrifice and 
compassionate service, but showing the world who we 
are as we remind ourselves who the world needs us 
to be. We are called to do so with love, kindness and 
gratitude as we create and sustain the faithful service that 
defines us as Lions.

So, as we continue into this Holiday season, keep 
your eyes open for opportunities to perform random acts 
of kindness, focusing on Service from the Heart and the 
Power of Love. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

9SE New Members
 MEMBER  CLUB SPONSOR

 William Boley Birmingham M Hugh Shaw

 Cari A. Bross Burlington Host Bryan Bross

 Eva M. Castillo Burlington Host Patricia Moad

 Calvin W. Daak Fort Madison

 Garrot S. Wahlers Mediapolis Herschel Smuck

9SE District Convention 
April 8-9, 2022

at the Washington County Fairgrounds

FRIDAY NIGHT cabinet meeting followed  
by a pie & ice cream social

SATURDAY seminars, awards, Chuck-a-Duck, 
memorial service, Parade of Checks
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Club Activities 
From Oct. 13 - Nov. 9, 2021

GRANDVIEW-LETTS conducted an eye screening.

LEIGHTON held its fall pancake breakfast.

LONE TREE participated in a Halloween Parade; 
recycled hearing aids and eyeglasses; did a KidSight 
screening.

MEDIAPOLIS made donations; held KidSight and vison 
screenings.

MELCHER-DALLAS hosted monthly Bingo; transported 
a patient; delivered a tactile blanket; particpated in a 
Trunk or Treat; assisted at the food pantry; conducted 
vision screenings; set up and tore down for a wedding at 
the community building.

OSKALOOSA held White Cane Day; provided a  
KidSight screening.

SOLON CENTENNIAL hosted a Trunk or Treat with a 
Halloween bike ride.

VICTOR hosted a diabetes risk and awareness 
screening; volunteered at HLV Food Bank.

MANNING THE GRILL. New London Lion Todd Christe grills 
hotdogs for Trick or Treaters

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME. Fairfield Lions Club has some 
used screen reader equipment that needs a good home. If your 
club has a use for it, please contact Lion Denise Hall by phone 
at (641) 472-315 or email denise_hall1096@hotmail.com.

NEW MEMBERS. District Governor Nancy Oehler Love 
inducts new members into the Melcher-Dallas Lions Club. 
Pictured (L-R) are Dwight Biddle, sponsor, new Lions Kevin 
and Phyllis Dittmer and DG Nancy.

mailto:denise_hall1096%40hotmail.com?subject=Screen%20reader%20equipment
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District 9NW
No District Governor 

at this time

This month’s newsletter  
prepared by  

PDG Roger Curtis

Carry On by Giving!  
This is the most wonderful time of the year.  

Thanksgiving with friends and family has just passed. 
We are looking forward to trimming the house for 
Christmas to make more happy memories with loved 
ones. As I drag the tree from the basement for another 
year, my thoughts turn to the extra work that needs to 
be done – trimming the tree and the house lights and 
decorations, baking goodies and buying gifts to give. 
Then I wonder, have we lost some of the true meaning 
by buying gifts.

The season isn’t about spending money on gifts, but 
the joy that we can give to others whether by spending 
time with them or even making them a homemade item 
with love. Maybe it should not be just about giving 
things to those closest to us, but giving in many ways to 
our community and world.

Giving is something we as Lions can all do. We give 
of our time to serving others, meetings and fundraisers.  
We support our communities both on the local and 
international level (through LCIF). The giving can be 
multiplied if we give to the Iowa Lions Foundation. By 
donating to the Iowa Lions Foundation, some of the 
main areas of focus we are supporting:

1. KidSight 

2. Iowa Lions Eye Bank

3. Cochlear Implant Center

4. Eyeglass recycling project

5. Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank

To learn more about the Iowa Lions Foundation, 
contact President Phillip Larabee or contact your 9NW 
District Trustees Dale Schoening or Roger Curtis.  

In closing, some Lions Clubs have adopted families 
to support during the Christmas season. I think this is 
wonderful, but giving and supporting others should not 
be confined to just one or two months of the year. It 
should be a year-round effort. Giving of our time and 
money to help others should be a priority as Lions Clubs 
and as individuals. “Carry On” my friends – by giving!

Club Activities
AKRON netted more than $2,200 with the Omelet 
Breakfast; and donated $500 to the ongoing city 
swimming pool project. 

BADGER had a fun Halloween event for the 
community serving food, drinks, and giving away 
prizes for all the trick or treaters 

BOONE held a Turkey Dinner.

CHURDAN delivered Meals on Wheels 5 days a 
week every week, a continuous program for the 
club. 

CARROLL made more than $7,000 on Lions Soup 
Day.

NEW MEMBER. (L-R) Akron Lions President Heath Lee 
inducts new member Mackenzie Schram with the help of 
sponsor Connie Blake.

HALLOWEEN FUN. Badger Lions feed Trick or Treaters and 
provide prizes on community Beggars Night. Pictured (L-R) are 
Larry Hall, Marie Patrick, Carol Hansen, Jennifer Schild, and 
Roger Curtis.

mailto:phillip.larabee%40gmail.com?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Foundation
mailto:daschoening%40gmail.com?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Foundation
mailto:rcurtis%40iowalions.org?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Foundation
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Welcome New Members
(as reported in MyLCI for October)

 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Akron Mackenzie Schram Connie Blake

 Peterson Jason Hass Lonnie Hansen

 Ogden Tom Hollingshead Doug Lau

TURKEY DINNER. Boone Lions serve up a turkey dinner. 
Pictured (L-R) are Lions Helen Kopitzke, Jim Henkel, Wayne 
Koos, Dennis Peterson, Rich Finnestad, Past District Governor 
Dale Schoening and Steve Sandegren.

ANOTHER NEW MEMBER. Ogden Lions Club inducts a new 
member. Pictured (L-R) are sponsor Doug Lau, new Lion Tom 
Hollingshead and Immediate Past District Governor Roger 
Curtis.

LIGHT AND FLUFFY. Akron 
Lions stir up made-to-order 
omelets during their annual 
Omelet Breakfast. Pictured 
behind the serving line (L-R) 
are Stefan Sandberg, Julie 
Ford, Dwain Wilmot, Gloria 
Thorson and Connie Blake.
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District 9SW
District Governor  

Allen Zobel
1119 N. Division St.

Audubon, Iowa 50025
712-304-5066

calz@mediacombb.net

Services Offered by 9SW Cabinet  
With almost a complete cabinet this term, 9SW can 

offer several areas of expert help.   

If you are still frustrated with entering activities in 
MyLion, rest assured you are not alone. Many Lions 
service chairs and secretaries find that MyLion is not for 
them as they throw up their hands! Here are some steps 
you can do to make sure it works for your club.

First, make sure to use Microsoft Edge, Google 
Chrome or Firefox as your browser. LCI informed 
9SW that Safari is not completely compatible with 
the program.

Second, if you do not understand how it works, 
reach out to 9SW Global Leader Chair PID Ardie 
Klemish and rest assured you will have a better 
understanding of the program.

Third, having trouble finding the time with your 
job to do MyLion? Create the position of club 
service chair or club administrator to help with the 
reporting. Both positions are available to local clubs. 
Call (712) 304-5066 to learn how to create these 
positions and register your Lions to fill them.

Do you need a brochure to help bring in new 
members? How about a flier to advertise a big event or 
raffle tickets especially designed? The district has the 
answer and it is free to all clubs in 9SW. Publicity and 
Media Chair Juanita Reynard will help you to create 
them especially designed for your club. Indianola, 
Audubon and Atlantic Lions Clubs are finding you 
can use these to get new members. Even use them as 
placemats on tables at breakfasts, etc.  

Do you need information on mobile food pantries 
or grants for food pantries? How about hydroponics 
to grow fresh vegetables for salads and more? Contact 
Hunger Chair Chuck Hoffnagle.  

Do you need information on Facebook and websites? 
Contact Lion Josh Larsen.

Do you need help with other things? Contact District 
Governor Allen Zobel. We are here for one purpose: TO 
SERVE YOU AND YOUR CLUBS! 

Dollars Are Needed!
Both Iowa Lions Foundation and Lions Clubs 

International Foundation have called for more help 
to reach their goals. Iowa Lions Foundation pretty 
well depleted their reserves last year to make their 
commitments to KidSight and the other entities during 
the pandemic. 

It is time for Lions in Iowa, and especially in 9SW, 
to help reach our commitment of $31,000 to Iowa Lions 
Foundation. As we began to open up, let’s see the help 
we can give to both. Thank you, 9SW Lions, for your 
service to these two great foundations!

Membership Agenda!
As we began the year, we were constantly headed 

in the right direction. Now as one club has dropped 
10 Lions, we seem to have lost the momentum. Let’s 
refocus our energy by asking everyone to our activities 
and begin to grow the Lions in the right direction. 

Lions, if each club could meet a goal of adding two 
to three Lions, 9SW knows you would grow even more. 
For some clubs, it is down to realizing that if they wish 
to sustain their club, they need to reach out to younger 
people and bring them in.

9SW leadership has found there are younger 
Lions willing to step up and become part of the Lions 
organization. They are not going to come to you, You 
need to ask everyone, especially some of the younger 
participants in your service projects, to join.  

Who will join? You never know. If you don’t ask, 
you will never find a new member. If you do ask, make 
sure it is not a yes or no question. Try “Why aren’t you 
a member of the great association of Lions? Lions do 
so much for your community. How can you help us find 
ways to better serve?” This type of dialogue may ensure 
they talk and learn more, and hopefully think about 
joining. With 57 new Lions sponsored by one Lion alone 
doing this, it proves it works.  

Another technique is to look at your club’s needs. 
Do you need someone to get you on Facebook? Look at 
people you know that would have that talent and begin 
to ask them if they would join to do that one thing. Need 
a photographer? Get someone to take photos to put them 
in the paper or make a collage to show people what you 
do. Have them create a display to advertise your club. 
Find that talented person and convince them to join.

Invite some citizens to help at a service activity, 
especially if you’re a smaller club. Let them help serve 
and then let them know who and how they helped. That 
might help bring new Lions. 
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Welcome to District 9SW
 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Bedford Cole Walters Jerry Baker 

 Clearfield Tanya Eggers Sandy Bailey

 Council Bluffs Julie M. Powell Janie Summers

 Oakland  Kim A. Dewey Suzanne Gorhau

9SW Club Service for October
AFTON did KidSight; ran Afton Autumn Days. 

ATLANTIC donated eyeglasses; cleaned up Kiddie 
Korral.

EXIRA ordered supplies for Pies for Puppies; 
conducted a benefit to help a family with bills. 

FONTANELLE ran a Halloween project.

GLENWOOD gave donations to several food 
pantries; presented a reading device to an older 
gentleman.

GUTHRIE CENTER did a blood drive.

HARLAN helped the food pantry.

INDIANOLA NOON held its 90th anniversary 
celebration; hosted a fire safety night; donated 
to the fire department, Camp Courageous, 
Camp Hertko Hollow, LCIF and the Iowa Lions 
Foundation; held a meat raffle; hosted a mental 
health seminar.

LEON helped with a football game.

LINDEN held a pancake feed; ran Bingo.

LORIMOR held a Halloween Trunk or Treat.

MASSENA did highway cleanup.

MILO held a pancake breakfast.

MURRAY honored fallen firefighters; recognized 
General Colin Powell’s death; ran the Can Kennel.

NEOLA ran the Can Kennel; planted trees. 

OAKLAND filled grocery bags for people in need. 

REDFIELD ran Bingo; gave to Leader Dogs for the 
Blind and the WVC Middle School Library.

Hamburg Lions Hold Charter Night
Hamburg Lions Club was eager to be chartered and 

formally inducted into Lions Club International.  

After dinner, Lion Mike Wells welcomed all that 
were present to Hamburg Community and the members 
of the Hamburg Club were introduced with Past 
International Director Ardie Klemish and PID W.R. 
O’Riley inducting the members and installing officers.

Council Chair Bryan Bross presented the charter 
to the new club, with words of encouragement for the 
future and congratulations on achieving club status.

PID Klemish introduced PID O’Riley as the keynote 
speaker for the evening. PID O’Riley explained that 
joining Lions Club is not when you truly become a Lion. 
That happens when you realize the difference you are 
making in lives in your community, state or world. His 
message of “Service From the Heart” was well received 
by those in attendance.  

Presentations of gifts to the club were as follows:

From the Exira Lions Club: Bell and Gavel

From Council Bluffs Lions Club and Bev Fletcher: 
the Lions flag

From Neola Lions Club and PDG Jerry and Barb 
Farley: USA and Iowa flags with stands and poles

From District 9SW: frame and matting for the charter

From MD9: the club banner and Lion Tamer bank

From 9SW Media Chair Juanita Reynard: pole and 
stand for Lions flag and banner bag

Several Lions in attendance presented checks of seed 
money or donations in honor of the club to Leader Dogs 
for the Blind, the Iowa Lions Foundation and LCIF.

The PIDs presented Presidential Certificates of 
Appreciation to President Brenda Brandt and Lion Mike 
Wells for working diligently to bring Hamburg Lions 
Club to 20 members. Guiding Lion Allen Zobel was 
presented a sponsor pin for the Hamburg Lion Club and 
the Exira Lions Club was given a sponsor banner patch.

NEW CHARTER. Council Chair Bryan Bross presents a 
framed and matted charter to the new Hamburg Lions Club.
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District 9EC
District Governor  

Paul Fugate
324 First St. SW

Mount Vernon, IA 52314
563-249-1964

pfugate@iowalions.org

Hello from Mt. Vernon, Iowa!

It’s that time of year again here in Iowa and 
now is a great time to talk about serving your 
community!

The holiday season is the perfect time to give 
back. Here are some ideas to help with that:
• Holiday wrapping event
• Food collecting for local food bank
• Collecting coats, shoes and clothes for families 

in need
• Having a free meal day
• Send care packages to troops overseas
• Anything you can think of to help your fellow 

man this holiday season! There’s so much more.

Steffany and I wish you a very Merry Christmas, 
Happy Holidays and Happy Hanukkah!

New Members
 Member  Club Sponsor
 Dean Upmann Bellevue James Hollensbe

 William J Fleetwood Blue Grass Sally Shelton

 Eileen Helbig Blue Grass Sally Shelton

 Glenda D. Theilbert Blue Grass Ray Arp

 Danny E. White Davenport Village Lyle Miller 

 Kathy L. Tobin Dewitt Noon Jane Kedley

 Kimberly Dow Eldridge Rick Baughman

 Wyatt Marchant Low Moor Thomas Goldensoph

 Angelia Weber-Gradert Preston Tim Gradert

In Memoriam
PDG Connie Inman – Stanwood

Raymond L. Larson – Bettendorf

Club Activities 
ALBURNETT – Blood drive.

BLUE GRASS – Recycled and composted; 
knitted caps for the silent auction; assisted the 
After School Program; donated platelets; KidSight 
screening; honor guard for a veteran.

CEDAR RAPIDS NOON – KidSight screenings; 
100th anniversary celebration.

DAVENPORT BREAKFAST – Candy Day.

DEWITT NITE – Provided food, cooked and served 
the meal at a Special Needs Trunk and Treat event.

ELDRIDGE – Meal prep project; game night at 
Grand Haven Retirement Community; parking at 
the MAC XC event. 

LOW MOOR – Halloween party.

LOWDEN – Fundraiser to replace trees destroyed 
by the derecho.

MARION NOON – Spontaneous challenge for 
HACAP.

MOUNT VERNON – Collected extra Halloween 
candy for Ronald McDonald House.

MUSCATINE – Free will donation soup supper.

OTTER CREEK – October Fish Fry.

STANWOOD – Donations to LCIF, Iowa Lions 
Foundation, 9EC Care and Share and Camp 
Courageous; Trunk or Treat.

TIPTON – Flags over Tipton for Veterans Day; 
Ramp Project, Hunters Breakfast Fundraiser, Trunk 
or Treat, Peace Poster Contest. 

WEST BRANCH – Meal packing.
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HUNGER PROJECT. West Branch Lions participated in the Hoover Hunger Project once again. A total of 25 Lions from West 
Branch, Eldridge, North Liberty and Monticello Lions Clubs helped with the project sponsored by the Hoover Presidential 
Foundation and the town of West Branch. The group of about 200 volunteers packaged 101,112 meals in a little over five hours. 
(Left photo) Some of the Lions pose with a statue of President Herbert Hoover. (Right photo) A pallet of food boxes ready to be 
shipped out.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. Lions from across 
the state came to Cedar Rapids on Oct. 23 to help 
the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions celebrate their 100th 
year anniversary. CLOCKWISE from top left: Past 
International President Joe Preston, left, and Cedar 
Rapids Noon Lion Terry Durham admire the club’s 
original charter. MD9 LCIF Coordinator Jim Bixler and 
Immediate Past Council Chair Judy Stone dressed up. 
Cedar Rapids Noon Lion Christine Glockhoff, right, 
and daughter Liz Tazer present a history of the club, 
prepared by Past District Governor Gary Glockhoff. 
Visiting Lions (L-R) Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank 
Coordinator Chris Waring, 9SE District Governor Nancy 
Love and The Iowa Lion Editor Debbie Doty dressed up.
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District 9MC
District Governor  
William Shutters

9807 Quail Ridge Rd.
Urbandale, IA 50322

515-326-0060
washutters@gmail.com

Happy Holidays
Second Vice District Governor Jimmy and 

Deb Bacon, 1st Vice District Governor David and 
Charity Coates and District Governor Bill and Betty 
Shutters wish you a Happy Holiday Season. 

Notice of Election
District 9MC will hold an election for the offices 

of district governor, 1st vice district governor, 2nd 
vice district governor and first year Iowa Lions 
Foundation Trustee for the 2022-2023 Lion year. 
This election will be held during the 9MC District 
Convention on March 26, 2022, at or about 2 p.m. 
at a location yet to be determined. 

The qualifications for each office are listed in 
the District 9MC Constitution and By-Laws. Any 
member of the district seeking one of the offices 
shall:

• file his/her intent to so run with the 
nominating committee at least 30 days prior 
to the convening date of the election

• furnish evidence of his/her compliance with 
the qualifications of said office, and 

• provide a bio.

Any member seeking additional information 
should contact Nominating Committee Chair 
Bill Pollard at billpollard54@yahoo.com in a 
timely fashion. Other members of the Nominating 
Committee are Keith Barloon, David Blakeley and 
John McCleery. The Election Committee members 
are Bill Pollard, Steve Halstead and Rick Krug.

We are in need of candidates for 2nd vice district 
governor and Iowa Lions Foundation Trustee. If 
interested, you may self nominate.

WE SERVE FROM THE HEART
BONDURANT hosted the Bondurant Lions Club 
Cow Pasture Golf Tournament and raised $9,900 for 
scholarships for Bondurant High School graduating 
seniors; donated 48 dozen eggs to the food pantry; 
helped at the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum; 
transported cornea tissue to the Iowa Lions Eye Bank.

DES MOINES SOUTH collected 485 pairs of used 
eye glasses; volunteered at the Fleur Drive Hy-Vee to 
hand out Halloween bags, cookies, small pumpkins 
and coloring sheets to children on four different 
days; cleaned headstones at Laurel Hill cemetery; 
and handed out water to runners at the Des Moines 
Marathon. 

GARWIN donated $150 to the Iowa Lions Foundation, 
$100 to Camp Courageous, $100 to North Tama Food 
Bank and $50 to Camp Hertko Hollow.

GLADBROOK sorted hearing aids for the Iowa Lions 
Hearing Aid Bank; served on the Host Committee 
and worked in the forum store for the USA/Canada 
Leadership Forum.

GRINNELL conducted a KidSight screening for 34 
children; planted 14 trees in the city parks for the 
Imagine Grinnell 1000+ Trees project; cleaned ditches 
along Highway 146 for the Iowa Adopt-a-Highway 
program; packed 562 bags of food for needy K-8th 
grade students for the Ahrens Foundation Tiger 
Packs program; prepared 360 taco-mac meals for the 
Grinnell Food Coalition Hunger from the Heartland.

GRUNDY CENTER held a LifeServe Blood drive 
with 42 donors; conducted KidSight screenings at 
Grundy Center and Green Mountain Garwin Schools; 
loaned nine items from the Medical Loaning Library 
to six households; sorted cans and bottles weekly 
for recycling as the club fundraiser; collected used 
eyeglasses and hearing aids.

MARSHALLTOWN EVENING conducted KidSight 
screenings at nine locations; recycled used 
eyeglasses; delivered Meals on Wheels; donated 
$200 to Veteran’s Honor Flight; Senior Citizens 
Center; Emergency Food Box, and the Salvation 
Army; popped corn every Saturday as a fundraiser at 
Hy-Vee.

MITCHELLVILLE provided Halloween treats for 
children.

PLEASANT HILL helped with St. Joseph’s Church 
Hawk Walk.

STORY CITY held a fall pancake supper with 
pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit and drinks, raising 
$548 in two hours while serving 90 people.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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Welcome New Members
 Member  Club Sponsor
 Whitney Jensen Grinnell Cliff Strovers

 Chase Oehlerts State Center Jeff Berry

 Jon Thomas State Center Robert Rabey

In Memoriam
James Bagnall – Marshalltown Noon
Ralph Bender – Marshalltown Noon

The Marshalltown Evening Lions Club was chartered 
on July 3, 1970 with 35 members (three of whom 
are still alive today). The club was sponsored by the 
Marshalltown Noon Club.

A roadside stand for travelers on Labor Day 1970 was 
the first recorded club activity. Soon the Marshalltown 
Evening Lions Club was involved in fundraisers like 
selling brooms, Halloween candy, pumpkins, light bulbs 
and tickets to “The Baldknobbers” group from Branson 
Missouri. In 1975, the club purchased a popcorn 
machine and began selling popcorn at various events and 
on Saturdays. This is still done today.

For many of the club’s 50 years, members have 
been ringing bells for the Salvation Army, purchasing 
eyeglasses and hearing aids for the needy, assisting 
with Meals on Wheels routes, providing vision exams, 
collecting stamps, eyeglasses and hearing aids to 
be recycled and distributed around the world. Club 
members have also worked to winterize houses, build 
fences and ramps, help maintain and clean up the Lions 
Park southwest of Marshalltown. They have sponsored 
and worked at Big Brothers/Big Sisters skating, bowling 
and other events, held Lions Peace Poster contests, After 
Prom events, and awarded over 50 Marshalltown High 
School seniors college schoarships.

The Marshalltown Evening Lions Club has also 

been visible at various parades, the Antique Power 
Shows, Fisher/Emerson Controls celebrations, 
Ridiculous Days, various events at the fairgrounds, the 
annual Octemberfest and the Holiday Stroll events in 
Marshalltown.

The club has always and continues to support the 
Iowa Lions Foundation, Lions Clubs International 
Foundation, Camp Courageous, Camp Hertko Hollow, 
Leader Dogs for the Blind, KidSight, MICA, the 
Salvation Army, Marshalltown Public Library, the 
United Way, American Diabetes Association, Shoes 
That Fit, the local police and fire departments and any 
other worthy organizations as needs arise.

To pay for these many worthwhile donations, 
fundraising (that has often been over $1000 per member) 
has always been the cornerstone of the club—mainly 
selling popcorn and/or selling food through several 
Evening Lions trailers, but also selling peaches, soups 
and pies, bird houses, Lions coloring books and mints.  

The Marshalltown Evening Lions Club has had 
two members serve as district governor: Past Distruct 
Governor Emmett Huge and Past Council Chair Judy 
Stone. The club has awarded 17 Warren Coleman 
Honorary Awards and 25 Melvin Jones Fellowships in 
its 51 years.

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT

Marshalltown Evening Lions Club

TRAER took tickets at the North Tama High School 
football game.

URBANDALE served pancakes to 375 people at 
the annual Urbandale Homecoming Pancake Day; 
served 50 people pancakes at the Mayor’s Bike Ride; 
celebrated its 75th anniversary with Past International 
President Bill Biggs as the speaker; helped at the 
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum; filled 35 
UCAN Food boxes to be donated to families in need 
in Urbandale; sold tickets for all home Urbandale High 
School football games; filled 50 UCAN Food bags 
for students at Metro West High School; served 90 
guests a full Lions pancake breakfast at an Urbandale 
Historical House fundraiser with $700 in donations 
going to the Historical Society; raised $840 from 
patrons at the second Urbandale Fareway Grocery 
Store Round Up for the Lions week.

WEST DES MOINES worked the chains at the West 
Des Moines Valley High School Football games; held 
the semi-annual Community Shred Day and raised 
$1,495.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

District 9MC is continuing the program 
of sending stamps to the Postal History 
Foundation in Tucson, Arizona. Send your 
postage stamps, used or new, or deliver them to 
the District Stamp Program Chair:

PDG Dennis Crabtree
2785 1st Ave. S, Apt. 246
Altoona, IA 50009
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By Phil Larabee
Iowa Lions Foundation President

The Iowa Lions Visual Impairment Camp is 
scheduled for July 31 to Aug. 5, 2022.  Watch for 

the Camp 
Courageous of 
Iowa website 
so campers you 
know can register 
for this camp. 
Campers attend 
this camp at no 
cost. The entire 
cost of the camp 
is paid for by 
donations from 
Lions Clubs 
across Iowa.  

Camp 
Courageous of 
Iowa Executive 
Director Charlie 
Becker has 

Iowa Lions Visual Impairment 
Week Free to Campers

always said, “Iowa Lions are the largest year-to-year 
service organization contributors to Camp Courageous 
of Iowa, not only in dollars but also in volunteer 
hours.” Your annual contributions make Lions, like 
you and I, very proud to pay for this camp at no cost 
to the camper.  

During the pandemic and derecho of 2020, Camp 
Courageous continued to make improvements and 
expand. A much-needed maintenance building was 
added. The camp finished installing a new septic 
system.  A new 700-foot zip line was installed. The 
camp is in the process of erecting a building to hold 
all of the camp vehicles. Lastly, the camp is building a 
new handicapped accessible turf field.  

Camp Courageous of Iowa continues to look 
toward the future with the recently purchased church 
camp, located across the street. There are many plans 
for new buildings and outdoor facilities for campers to 
enjoy. Watch for further developments in the future.

Camp Courageous of Iowa is starting their fall 
fundraising campaign for the Iowa Lions Visual 
Impairment Camp. When the letter arrives to your 
club, please consider making a donation.

ACCESSIBLE RIDE. A young boy in a 
wheelchair enjoys a ride on a swing at 
Camp Courageous of Iowa.

Are you looking to grow in your service to Iowa 
Lions? Here is the perfect opportunity for you!

The Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank is looking for 
an Iowa Lion to fill the position of coordinator for 
the Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank.

Very little knowledge of hearing aids is required.
The coordinator does not fit the hearing aids. He or 
she collects, organizes and distributes used hearing 
aids to offices around the state that work with the 
Lions.

Knowledge of basic Excel spreadsheet, email 
capability and excellent customer service are the 
qualifications needed.

Sound like you? Please send an email to Iowa 
Lions Foundation President Phil Larabee with your 
bio and why you feel you would be a good fit.

The coordinator’s position is about 10 to 15 
hours per week operating the Iowa Lions Hearing 
Bank.

You are also expected to attend the Iowa Hearing 
Association Conventions held in Des Moines in 
the spring and the fall. This commitment is only 
a couple of hours on a Saturday. The coordinator 
also attends the Iowa Lions district conventions on 
alternating years, the Iowa Lions State Convention 
in the spring and Fall Learning Conference. This 
position is part of the Iowa Lions Foundation 
budget.

If you desire to learn more about the 
coordinator’s position job, call Lion Chris Waring 
at (319) 827-1395.

Estimated starting date is Feb. 1, 2022.

Hearing Aid Bank Coordinator Position Open

https://campcourageous.org/
https://campcourageous.org/
https://campcourageous.org/
mailto:phillip.larabee%40gmail.com?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Hearing%20Aid%20Bank%20Coordinator%20position
mailto:phillip.larabee%40gmail.com?subject=Iowa%20Lions%20Hearing%20Aid%20Bank%20Coordinator%20position
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INFLOWS
District 9EC  $ 20,095.00
District 9MC $ 17,525.00
District 9NC $ 11,445.00
District 9NE $ 33,322.42
District 9NW $ 11,430.00
District 9SE $ 16,458.00
District 9SW $ 25,917.00
TOTAL DONATIONS MD9 $ 136,192.42

OUTFLOWS
U of Iowa COCHLEAR $ 9,000.00
Hearing Aid Bank $ 6,243.43
Iowa Lions Eye Bank $ 81,000.00
Iowa KidSight $ 118,160.00
Promotions – P.R. $ 630.00
Administration $ 6,976.95
Warren Coleman Awards $ 9,047.51
Transfer from Back-up Acct $ 60,000.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS $ 291,057.89

OTHER INFLOWS
Summer Camp for the Blind $ 240.01
Beep Baseball $ 300.00
Disaster Relief $ 3,650.00
Power of 300 $ 1,852.00
Transfer from Back-up Acct $ 60,000.00
Investment Income $ 75,000.00
Ebersol Trust Income $ 39,297.31
Bank Interest $ 24.72
Personal WCA Donations $ 11,026.99
Eastern Iowa Golf $ 18,500.30
I Gave Pin Sales $ 828.48
Juanita Johnson Annuity $ 3,891.70
Memorial Contributions $ 1,235.00
Miscellaneous $ 3,593.86
Partner In Service Projects $ 2,720.09
Unspecified Donations $ 5,489.26
Warren Coleman Pin Traders $ 470.00
State Employees IA One Gift $ 211.07
SUB TOTAL OTHER $ 243,681.37
TOTAL INFLOWS $ 379,873.79
NET $ 88,815.90

Footnote: Due to the transitions the 4Q 2020-
21 Entity Payment ($69,386) and the Iowa Lions 
Payment ($2,800) totaling $72,186 were not paid 
until the 1Q 2021-22. Thus the net should be 
$16,629.90.  

The Iowa Lions Foundation Board of Trustees 
took $60,000 of the $80,000 reserve account, leaving 
a balance of $20,000 plus interest.

Iowa Lions Foundation 
Profit & Loss Report  

for FY 2020-2021

CYBER HELP. Past District Governor Reba Reed (foreground) 
and Lion Gene Zeiger (rear) get a little help navigating the 
MyLion service project reporting system while attending the 
Iowa Lions Fall Learning Confrence.

LUNCH LINE. Making their way through the box lunch line at 
the Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference in October are (L-R) 
Lions Bruce Piehl, Gene Zeiger, Paul Scherner, Kim Seligman 
and Chris Waring. Lions Kim and Chris are on the State 
Convention Planning Committee.
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THE IOWA LIONRECYCLED BENCH. St. Charles Lions (L-R) Randy Walker, Alan Downs, Cody Hutton, 
Larry Downs, John Walker, Dennis Smith, Dean Downs, Steve Kaster, and R. C. Lyons 
pose with the new Trex bench earned through the District 9SW Bags to Benches project.

BAGS TO BENCH. District 9SW Immediate Past District 
Governor Sheri Holliday presents a recycled park bench to St. 
Charles Lions Club President Larry Downs. The St. Charles 
club collected the most bags in the district-wide project.

District 9SW Turns Bags Into Benches
By PDG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

District 9SW collected and recycled just over 996 
pounds of plastic to receive a free bench from Trex 
Recycling.

The District Environmental Service Project ran 
from May 1 through Nov. 1, 2021.

The Trex Recycling program provides a free bench 
made of recycled plastic when a group collects at least 
500 pounds of plastic refuse in a six-month period. 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Trex granted an 
additional six months to District 9SW. 

Four Lions Clubs participated in the district service 
project, collecting plastic grocery sacks and other 
plastic film.

• Norwalk 4.03 lbs.

• Winterset 15.76 lbs.

• Council Bluffs 164.20 lbs.

• St. Charles 812.48 lbs.

On Oct. 27, Immediate Past District Governor 
Sheri Holliday presented the bench to the St. Charles 

Lions Club, which collected the most bags during the 
challenge. 

To learn more about how your organization can 
participate, check out the Trex Recycling website.

https://recycle.trex.com/
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

By Stephen Becker
9NE District Governor

The 9NE Lions District Fall Leadership Conference 
was held Oct. 3 on the campus of Wartburg College in 
Waverly with some 45 Lions and Leos participating.  

The day kicked-off with the fall 9NE Lions Cabinet 
meeting chaired by District Governor Stephen Becker.  
Many reports were shared by committee chairs, zone 
chairs and others. 

A note was made that our district membership is at 
1,226 Lions, which shows we have recruited 43 new 
members since July 1, but have lost 47. It must be said 
that of those 47 losses, 27 of them were due to death 
or moving away, which indicates we are actually doing 
somewhat OK. 

Keep ASKING folks to Join.  Remember our 
challenge, “Each One, Bring One.” We will be looking 
at putting out promotional pieces on the website and 
other media to get the Lions and Leos name more in 
front of the public.  

The highlights of the day were two very good 
presentations on Iowa Lions Foundation by Lions 
Chris Waring and Mark Miller, and on LCIF with 
IPDG Richard Congdon. While Lions enjoyed these 
presentations, the Leos held a retreat to learn more about 
Leos and the possibilities of their involvement in the 
9NE District as they elected officers for the first-ever 
9NE District Leo Cabinet. Two years ago, District 9NE 
had only one Leo club at Urbana and now the district has 

four with the addition of Denver, Waverly-Shell Rock 
and Hudson.  District 9NE leadership anticipates at least 
two more Leo clubs in the immediate future.

During the 9NE Fall Leadership Conference, Iowa 
Lions Foundation President Phil Larabee presented 
on the “Power of 300.” Immediate Past Council Chair 
Judy Stone gave an update on the MD9 State Office, 
9MC District Governor William Shutters shared a legal 
message and a MD9 LCIF Coordinator Jim Bixler talked 
about Lions Clubs International Foundation.

Take-aways from the conference are that District 9NE 
can and will recruit more new Lions than they might lose 
this year. The district will continue to achieve 100% of 
our Iowa Lions Foundation & LCIF goals!

We will continue to grow our district governor 
leadership continuity list with qualified and energetic, 
well-versed Lions. 9NE is the only district in Iowa with 
Lions in line past the VDG positions.  We have our 
current district governor and vice district governors, with 
three more Lions lined-up right behind them to serve. 

District 9NE Lions should be proud of these 
accomplishments and let others in our clubs and 
communities know.

Remember to keep ALL Lions informed. That begins 
by ensuring their e-mails are listed correctly with LCI in 
the club roster.  

Remember, our 9NE District Governor/Global Action 
Team is available to assist all clubs with leadership, 
membership, service & fundraising issues. Contact 
District Governor Stephen Becker, 1st Vice District 
Governor Dale Schrad or 2nd VDG Bruce Piehl.

District 9NE Holds Successful 
Fall Leadership Conference

District Governor Stephen Becker, right, addresses participants 
at the District 9NE Fall Leadership Conference.

(In foreground) MD9 LCIF Coordinator Jim Bixler and Council 
Chair Bryan Bross at the 9NE Fall Leadershp Conference.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

 

 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

LION’S BURGER 
BAR 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
HARTLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 
FREE WILL OFFERING 
 
COME ENJOY THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VENDOR FAIR! 

NEW LEO CLUB. The induction of new members into the Adair-Casey-Guthrie Center (AC-GC) Leo Club, sponsored by Guthrie 
Center and Adair Lions Clubs. The newly-formed Leo club in District 9SW is already up to 39 members.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

CATCH AS CATCH CAN. Past International Director Ardie Klemish attempts to catch pancakes thrown by the Pancake Man at the 
Atlantic Lions Club’s pancake breakfast. Past District Governor Ken Klemish reports that she caught two out of seven pancakes 
flipped at her.

90th ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITIONS. Indianola Noon Lions Club recently celebrated its 90th anniversary. During the event, 
President Gary Richardson presented Lion Carlisle Chariton (left photo) a certificate of appreciation for her service to the club as 
secretary and in planning the celebration. Richardson also recognized Lion Rick Wilson (right photo) for all of his historical research 
and preparing displays for anniversary night.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE 

 

9SW Lions District Convention 

 
When:   March 11, 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

 March 12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Where:   Waukee Community Center 

675 Walnut Street 
Waukee, Iowa 

 
Cost: 

In person attendance for 2 days $25; $30 after Feb. 10 
Zoom Link: $10 for the two days (Will need your email 

address) 
 

Full schedule and information will be found in the next 
issue of The Iowa Lion magazine. 

 
Convention Hotel is:  Choice Hotels Sleep Inn 
2885 Grand Prairie, Waukee 515-987-6691 

 
Send checks and registration to: Chrystal Zobel, 

1119 North Division Street, Audubon, Iowa 50025 


