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By Chris Faulkner
Fort Madison Daily Democrat

(Reprinted with permission)

Bob Bixenman has been given the gift of sight 
five times, and yet he doesn’t know who to thank 
for four of those gifts.

Bixenman, 91, recently received his fourth 
cornea transplant — he’s had two for each eye — 
after losing partial vision in the two eyes he was 
gifted with at birth in 1930.

“Bix,” as he’s usually known, said the most 
recent one in his left eye is a big improvement over 
the most recent in the right a few years back.

He received the newest one July 14, and, “every 
day it gets better.

“The thing I like the most with this one is 
distance vision,” Bixenman said. “I’ve read a 
newspaper the last three years with a magnifying 
glass but now I don’t.”

The corneas he has received came from the Iowa 
Lions Eye Bank in Iowa City. After he received 
the first left cornea transplant at the age of 41, he 
immediately joined the Fort Madison Lions Club. 
He received a new right cornea at 42.

But he had been legally blind 29 years before he 
would receive the second gift of sight.

“I was 12 years old when a neighbor boy threw a 
rock and hit me in the left eye,” Bixenman said. “It 
cut the upper lid right down through the lash line.”

It was 1942 and many of the doctors were 

serving their country in the early 
days of World War II. The doctor 
who sewed up his eyelid “dropped 
an instrument in my right eye and 
cut the cornea and it got infected,” 
Bixenman said.

The colored part of his right eye 
developed a big ulcer. “I couldn’t 
stand any light of any kind.” He 

stayed in his bedroom closet for some time to avoid 
light. One day his father checked in on him and lit a 
cigarette, and even that light was too strong.

“The scar tissue in the (right) cornea was so bad, 
I couldn’t count the fingers on my hand,” Bixenman 
said. His left eye healed, but the lashes were 
growing in all directions, including into his eye, 
which scarred the cornea.

Learn to Listen
At school, “by the time I was 13, I could see the 

blackboard, but not what the teacher was writing 
on it,” Bixenman said. “I had to learn to listen real 
good.”

He was legally blind and by high school, 
“I didn’t have the equivalent of a sixth-grade 
education, but I’ve done a lot of studying since.”

But try telling a teenager he can’t get his driver’s 
license. So at 15, he received one, but that was 
before you needed a vision test.

How was he able to drive then? “Very carefully,” 

Lion Receives Another Gift of Sight

Bob Bixenman
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November Diabetes Awareness Month

 Eye Donation Month

Nov. 6 District 9MC Fall Rally, Newton

 District 9EC Fall Rally, Eldridge

Nov. 14 World Diabetes Day

Dec. 5 International Leo Day

January Hunger Awareness Month

Jan. 8 Council of Governors Meeting

Jan. 13 Melvin Jones’ Birthday

Jan. 29 9SE Cabinet Meeting via Zoom

February Childhood Cancer Awareness  
 Month

Feb. 15 Int’l Childhood Cancer Day

Feb. 26 District 9NE Convention
 Waverly
 

STRENGTHENING THE PRIDE. Past 
International President Joe Preston of Arizona 
addresses Lions in attendance at the inaugural 
Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference held Oct. 
22-23 at the Cedar Rapids Downtown Public 
Library. PIP Preston also gave a keynote 
address at the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions 
Centennial Celebration the night of Oct. 23. 
Watch for more photos of both events in the 
December/January issue of The Iowa Lion 
magazine. 
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Bixenman said.

When the law was finally passed requiring a 
vision test, he was 38. “I would wait in line outside 
at City Hall and memorize what (drivers ahead of 
me) said when they read the eye chart.”

Out of high school, he tried to get a job but 
couldn’t pass the physical.

“I became a salesman,” he said, and 62 years 
ago started Bix Basement Services. “It’s still going 
strong,” Bixenman said, and his stepson, Kevin 
Brown, runs it now.

Corneas get hard and filled with fluid, “like with 
older people,” Bixenman said, so a few years ago, at 
the age of 87, he had another cornea transplant for 
his left eye.

But that isn’t that good. “A lot of it is how good 
the doctor is,” he said.

Dr. Mark Greiner of the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics Corneal Department did the 
right eye.

“He’s at the right hand of God as far as I’m 
concerned,” Bixenman said. His praise is not just 
for the doctor.

“If someone dies, they donate the corneas to 
the Iowa Eye Bank,” Bixenman said. “Four people 
made a generous gift of the eyes of their loved 
ones.”

Although he said there’s still some room for 
improvement, “It’s a whole new world.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By Lion Esther Baker
Iowa Lions Eye Bank Executive Director

Iowa Lions Eye Bank (ILEB) is gearing up 
for Eye Donation Month in November. Be sure 
to follow us on Facebook for donor and recipient 
stories and updates throughout the month. If your 
club or organization would like a free presentation 
about eye donation, please reach out to us any time. 

Thank you to all of you for supporting our 
mission to enhance the quality of life through the 
restoration and preservation of sight over the past 
65 years. We can’t wait to see what the next 65 
years will bring!

2021 is the 60th Anniversary of the Eye Bank 
Association of America (EBAA) and the creation 
of Eye Donation Month is one of the biggest 
milestones of our six decades. Begun in 1983 and 
held each November, it is an opportunity to put 
a spotlight on the 12 million people worldwide 
suffering from blindness that can be restored with a 
corneal transplant.

The purpose of Eye Donation Month is to:

• Raise Awareness about cornea donation and 
transplantation

• Honor the gift of sight given by selfless donors 
and their families

• Celebrate cornea transplant recipients living their 
fullest lives thanks to the generosity of donors

• Educate about eye donation and encourage 
individuals to register as donors

This year we continue to celebrate “A 
Community of Compassion” – the many people 
working together in various roles who support 
the EBAA mission to #RestoreSight worldwide. 
This year, we’re especially focused on the passion 
element of “compassion” – not only the passion to 
restore sight, but the passions and stories of donor 
heroes, and the passions recipients are able to fully 
explore and pursue thanks to the gift of sight.

November is Eye Donation Month

https://www.facebook.com/IowaLionsEyeBank/
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International Report
Past International Director  

Ardie Klemish
 P.O. Box 175 

Anita, Iowa 50020
641-740-0148

ardieklemish@gmail.com

Veteran’s Day is Nov. 11
Please remember to thank every veteran for our 

freedom. Pray for the men and women currently 
serving our country. Military families also deserve 
our thanks for their support and sacrifices.

Happy Thanksgiving
This month, remember to say thanks to your 

fellow Lions — in your club, district and Multiple 
District 9. Your fellow Lions are your family. We 
work hard all year long, side-by-side, to serve 
others. Celebrate life together. Put a “card of 
thanks” in the local newspaper and on your club and 
district Facebook pages to thank your community 
for supporting your work all year. 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month
November is a perfect time for your club to 

have a diabetes service project. Nov. 14 is World 
Diabetes Day. One easy project is to organize 
a Strides Walk for diabetes awareness in your 
community. Put on your winter coats and scarves 
and walk together outdoors in your city park or 
downtown area. Publicize it in the local newspaper 
and town Facebook page 

Congratulations on the MD9 Fall 
Learning Conference 

Thank you to MD9 State Planning Committee 
Chair Chris Waring and her team on a successful 

Fall Learning Conference held in October at the 
Cedar Rapids Library. Past International President 
Joe Preston from Arizona, an Iowa native, inspired 
the participants. PIP Joe also spoke at the 101st 
anniversary party for Cedar Rapids Noon Lions 
Club.  

Leadership Training Is Important at all 
Levels 

One of Lions Clubs International’s goals is to 
develop new leaders at every level — club, district, 
multiple district and international. 

I encourage every Lion to take free online 
individual classes on the Lions Learning Center.  
There are dozens of classes for selections to 
enhance your skills and knowledge. All you need 
to get started is your Lions member number. Your 
club secretary can provide that for you if you don’t 
know it.

Another way to increase your knowledge is 
to attend zone meetings, as well as district and 
multiple district (state) events. 

Expand your horizons. The more personal 
skills you acquire, and the more you learn about 
our service initiatives, the more enthused you will 
become about the work that Lions do globally.  

Many of you attended your very first USA/
Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Des Moines in 
September. I know that you went home excited and 
told others about the energy, knowledge and friends 
you acquired at the Forum.

Consider attending  Great Plains Lions 
Leadership Institute in July 2022. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation
The LCIF Board of Trustees awarded $11 

million in grants in August 2021. This year, LCIF 
celebrates our 20-year partnership with Special 
Olympics. The vision-focused Opening Eyes 
program was started in 2001. Our partnership now 
offers family health education, inclusive sports, 
refugee programming, leadership development and 
more.

Last Call for Filing IRS 990N
All Lions clubs and districts that have annual 

gross receipts less than $50,000 per year must file 
the 990N by Nov. 15 on the IRS website.

https://sa.www4.irs.gov/epostcard
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By PCC Terry Durham
MD9 Global Leadership Team Coordinator

Multiple District Training was conducted for the first 
and second vice district governors in Cedar Rapids on 
Sept 25. Subjects covered were orientation for district 
governors, cabinet selection, filing expense forms for 
both the MD9 and Lions Clubs International, Lions 
service journey, chartering new clubs and membership, 
and establishing goals.

The District Governor-Elect Seminar that would have 
been in St. Charles, Illinois, in February will be done 
virtually again this year and has already commenced. 
Additional training will be at the MD9 State Convention 
on May 6 and 7, and on Nov. 2, 2022.

Zone chairs are the beginning of our future district 
leadership. Every district has zone chair vacancies. 
Are we recruiting our zone chairs to just fill out a line 
in our cabinets? Are we just allowing them to learn 
by osmosis? Are you honoring those outstanding zone 
chairs within our districts?  

Personally, I would like to see our multiple district 
have a banquet at our state convention for zone chairs to 
honor them for what they have done during the year.  

One of the weaker areas in our multiple district is 
zone chair positions. A Multiple District Zone Chair 
training was conducted recently in Des Moines. All zone 
chairs were invited to attend. In addition to zone chairs, 
some first and second vice district governors attended. 

Training was interactive with the instructors learning 
as much as the students. Training focused on making 
club visits in your zone, how do you get on a club’s 
calendar, what do you talk about and how long do you 
talk.  

Zone meetings was a topic of discussion. How 
do you get people to attend? Who should be your 
keynote speaker? How about the meals you serve?  
How long should the meeting last? How do you get 
club members to attend the meeting? Are all clubs 
presenting information about what service projects they 
have conducted? Should there be door prizes?  Do you 
recognize the club that brings the most people to the 
zone meeting? Maybe offer a donation to LCIF or the 
Iowa Lions Foundation in the club’s name? Do your 
clubs work together if a club needs additional manpower 
to work the project?  

In visiting with zone chairs, everyone in attendance 
at the training agreed that their budgets are too small. I 
do not know what other districts budget for each zone 
chair. Budgets for zone chairs needs to be addressed and 
reviewed if they have not been for several years. We 
expect zone chairs to travel and visit clubs and conduct 
zone meetings. We should support them in this effort by 
compensating travel expenses.

There is discussion of redistricting in the state. I don’t 
think the state of Iowa is going to get smaller. Bigger 
districts means more miles traveled by officers.

Statewide Training Focuses on 
Zone Chairs and Their Importance

State Office Update
Eyeglasses SHOULD BE HELD rather than dropped 

off at the Iowa Lions State Office at this time. Our ability 
to process the eyeglasses has stopped for the time being. 
We ask that clubs please hold on to them until we find 
the next avenue to process them. While you accumulate 
eyeglasses, please make sure that ONLY good glasses 
are kept. Please discard cases and broken glasses as they 
cannot be used. DO NOT BRING EYEGLASSES TO 
THE STATE OFFICE AT THIS TIME.

Checks for donations to various entities can still be 
mailed to the state office, but please use Lions Clubs of 
Iowa, PO Box 328, Ames, Iowa 50010, to make it easier 
on the volunteers handling the operations. 

Calls to the office will be answered via automated 
attendant, after which callers will be directed to leave 
a voicemail message. These messages are handled by 
volunteers as time permits. 

Your patience is appreciated as the Council of 
Governors works to stabilize the operations at the state 
office. Thank you for all the offers for assistance during 
this transitional period. It is great to see our Lions come 
together to work and serve.

New State Shirts Available to Order
The Council of Governors has approved new Iowa 

Lions shirts from Bee-Seen Productions, an authorized 
Lions vendor who many of you know from attending 
state conventions. An order form for the new shirts can 
be found on Page 22 of this issue.

Partners in Service are again selling Lions yard signs 
to benefit the Iowa Lions Foundation. See Page 23.
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By Saul Shapiro
Cedar Falls Lions Club

For the third straight year, the Cedar Falls Lions 
Club has provided Packets of Care to Cedar Valley 
homeless shelters, which appreciate the project.

The 400 packets, delivered quarterly to 
seven agencies, may seem pretty basic, but the 
recipients view them differently. They typically 
contain  toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, soap and 
deodorant.

“It’s a huge deal,” said Jordan Dunn, Pathway 
Behavioral Services clinical director, “because 
people are coming into our program from all sorts 
of different avenues. Sometimes they’re coming out 
of jail, sometimes they are homeless, sometimes 
they’ve come through a detox unit, or they’re leaving 
a bad situation.

“There’s always a scramble to meet some basic 
needs so they can focus on treatment and recovery. 
With the personal care items, it’s just a huge relief 
— one less thing for them to worry about.”

Lion Sandy Benak, who heads the project, 
said former Cedar Fall Lions Club President Rich 

Congdon heard about other communities involved in 
similar undertakings. “We interviewed the shelters 
about what they needed most, but couldn’t afford 
everything.”

The club committed $1,984 annually to procure 
items for the 1,600 packets. It held pre-pandemic 
packing parties to assemble them, which individuals 
now do on their own. 

The recipients include Pathways, Catholic 
Worker House; Junkman Knobel Center, Cedar 
Valley Hospitality House, Salvation Army (men and 
women), and Cedar Valley Friends of the Family.

Michele Hall, director of community engagement 
for Cedar Valley Friends of the Family, said the 
agency is a “temporary landing spot” in Northeast 
Iowa where women and children often reside when 
“their safety is in danger.”

“We see people either leaving very quickly 
without everything or people who just aren’t able 
to afford things we take for granted. It’s wonderful 
to have organizations help us with these sorts of 
things,” she said. 

The agency gets state and federal funding “that 
provides for our services and staffing, but not for the 
extra stuff people need,” she added. “That’s where 
this is critical. 

Some Salvation Army recipients also “have next 
to nothing,” said Major Martin Thies. 

“We have a lot of the transient, homeless 
population that we help all the time. Usually, 
they’ve lost track of their things. They are moving 
from house to house or from bridge to bridge, so 
keeping track of their stuff is a problem. Also, some 
are people who get mugged by others in similar 
situations. 

“I have personally handed out hundreds of these 
packets,” he added. 

Benak said, “We found there was a tremendous 
need and determined how we could best meet it. It is 
gratifying that they’re so appreciative.”

Packets of Care Help Fill Void at 
Cedar Valley Homeless Shelters

CARING DELIVERY. Cedar Falls Lions Club members 
Packets of Care to the Salvation Army in Waterloo. Pictured, 
left to right, are Tim Schneider, Linda Shapiro, Salvation Army 
Major Martin Thies, Mick Refisteck, Justin Tolan and Sandy 
Benak.
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Dubuque Noon Lions set out eyeglass 
and hearing aid recycling mailboxes

By PDG Dr. Gene Noonan
Dubuque Noon Lions Club

In a very confusing time in our country’s history, 
the Dubuque Noon Lions Club came up with a way 
to help recycle glasses and stay in the community’s 
view. 

Lion Ed Wagner had this idea to inform the 
public about what Lions do with used glasses 
and hearing aids, while keeping the Lions Club 
in the spotlight as well. A small committee was 
established. Club members voted on their 
favorite color and graphics to place on a 
mailbox and where it would be set up.

The club ordered paint and placed it 
in front of the Hy-Vee grocery store in 
Dubuque after approval from the manager of 
the store. 

The cost to have the box painted, detailed 
with the graphics and installed was $1,800. 
The recycling box was set out in November 
2020 and the club has been receiving 
thousands of glasses. They’ve also received 
about 100 hearing aids in the box. 

The club even uses the number of glasses 
donated in a given week as a tail twister 
game, fining members who don’t guess the 
correct number of glasses or hearing aids 
collected. 

At the present time, Dubuque Noon Lions 
are working on a community-wide fundraiser 
to guess the number of glasses collected. 
Participants will buy chances to guess and 
the proceeds would benefit the club. 

Lion Ed Wagner and his wife Peg donated 
another mailbox this summer. The second 
box was placed at another Hy-Vee location 
to double the glasses and hearing aid 
recycling efforts.  

To date, the second collection box has 
netted the club 3,432 pairs of glasses, 59 

hearing aids, a $25 donation, three washers, two 
screws and a pencil. The boxes have also generated 
public relation awareness from local papers, 
website newsletters, Facebook likes, which are 
good for Lions as a whole. The club is thankful to 
the Hy-Vee stores for making this project a great 
community success. 

When times get tough, the Dubuque Noon Lions 
get tougher.

IN PLAIN VIEW. Lion Ed Wagner stands in front of the Dubuque Noon 
Lions’ eyeglass and hearing aid recycling box at the Asbury Hy-Vee 
location.
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District 9MC
District Governor  
William Shutters

9807 Quail Ridge Rd.
Urbandale, IA 50322

515-326-0060
washutters@gmail.com

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT

Nevada Lions Club 
The Nevada Lions Club was organized in the 

spring of 1948 and held its charter night on May 6, 
1948. It was sponsored by the Ames Lions Club. 
Meetings were held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
of each month in the Story Hotel. 

The first President was Dennis Shay. At the time 
of charter, each member was given a classification 
reflecting his occupation. Only three members with 
the same classification were allowed in the club 
at any one time. There was often a waiting list for 
membership in certain occupational classifications. 
One attorney waited 2 years to join.

By 1952, the membership was 74. That same 
year, the Nevada Lions Club sponsored the 
Maxwell Lions Club.

The first activity sponsored by the club was a 
Nevada High School marching band trip to Ankeny 
for a football game on Oct. 15, 1948. The club’s 
first fundraiser was a March of Dimes Dance on 
Feb. 8, 1949 with a profit of $177. 

Sight conservation has been a goal since the 
club’s inception. Over the years, the club has 
provided eyeglasses, eye exams, braille machines, 
and electronic magnification units for those unable 
to afford them. The club collects used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids for recycling. Each year it conducts 
KidSight eye screenings for children in the local 
preschools. 

The club sponsors area youth living with diabetes 
to attend Camp Hertko Hollow. Building a shed 
at the Nevada High School Football field was the 
clubs first work project. 

In 1951, the club sponsored an air show with 241 
planes and a flight breakfast serving 850 people. It 
turned out to be the largest event of this type ever 
held in Iowa.

Over the years, club funds and man hours have 
supported the  following Nevada community 
projects: swimming and wading pools; park 
improvement and playground equipment; high 
school football and softball shelter and storage 
buildings; 4-H tennis courts; Gates Hall dishwasher/
other furnishings, marquee, benches, piano and 
landscaping; cemetery, hospital and daycare center 
fences; library book drop; girls softball field lights; 
Story County Hospital heliport, Ambulance Fund, 
parking lot surfacing and landscaping; thermal 
imaging camera for Nevada Fire Department; 
moving an historical school house; American 
Legion Flag Endowment Fund; Habitat for 
Humanity; Iowa KidSight preschool vision 
screenings and food baskets for the needy.

Many of the club fundraisers became annual 
events until they were discontinued. Today’s 
fundraisers include Pancake Day since 1964, ticket 
taking and ushering at ISU football games, working 
for ISU Dining at summer conferences, and a 
community recycling program for newspapers, 
magazines and cardboard.

Annual donations include LCIF, the Iowa 
Lions Foundation and Leader Dogs for the Blind.  
The club established the Ray McDonald Lions 
Scholarship in 1984 and the Dr. Leonard Maliet 
Scholarship in 1991, presently at $1,000 each, 
which are annually awarded to Nevada High School 
seniors.

Four Nevada Lions have served as district 
governor; Janice Whaley (2000-2001), Jean 
Bodensteiner (2005-2006), Jerry Radke (2006-
2007), and Susan Radke (2007-2008). 

The Nevada Lions Club continues to serve the 
Nevada community and through networking, to 
serve the people in Iowa, our nation, and the world.  
The Nevada Lions Club fulfills the Lions motto of 
“We Serve.”

In Memoriam
Allen Newell – Sully
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Welcome New Members
 Member  Club Sponsor
 Gary Cook Grinnell Lyle Roudabush

 Chad Learned West Des Moines Ralph Pantoga

We Serve from the Heart
AMES BREAKFAST collected used eyeglasses.

ANKENY transported international directors and 
spouses to and from the airport and hotel during the 
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Des Moines.

BONDURANT attended the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum in Des Moines, transporting VIPs to 
and from airport and hotels for the Forum.

CLIVE attended the USA/Canada Lions Leadership 
Forum.

DES MOINES SOUTH participated in the Walk for 
Alzheimer’s; provided information for the National Bike 
Ped Documentation Project.

GLADBROOK attended the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum: ran the Forum store.

GRINNELL operated the Grinnell High School 
concession stand for football gamers: packed Tiger 
Packs for school children.

JOHNSTON held the Farmers Market; collected used 
eyeglasses; parked cars at the Johnston High School 
football games; attended the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum.

MARSHALLTOWN EVENING popped and sold popcorn 
every Saturday at Hy-Vee as a fundraiser; delivered 
lugs of peaches to customers, popped popcorn for the 
Emerson Celebration.

MITCHELLVILLE attended the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum, transported International President 
Douglas Alexander to and from the airport and hotel 
during the Forum.

PLEASANT HILL participated in the Grand Marshall’s 
Labor Day Parade; took part in the Family Fun Fest; 
participated in the Art on the Lake; assisted with the 
Shores State Fair Kickoff.

SULLY awarded three Lynnville-Sully High School and 
Pella Christian High School seniors $1,000 scholarships; 
donated $3,000 from the 4th of July proceeds to the 
Sully Cadets Flag Project to purchase new American 
flags which are placed at the local cemetery every 
holiday; donated $1,365 to the Sully Library and $1,365 
to the Lynnville Library.

TRAER took tickets at the home football games.

URBANDALE held the annual Urbandale High 
School Homecoming Pancake Day; sold tickets at the 
Urbandale High School football games; attended the 
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum transporting VIPs 
to and from the airport and hotel during the Forum.

LIONS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE. 9MC 1st Vice District 
Governor David Coates (right) receives his Lions University 
Bachelors and Masters certificates from Lions Clubs 
International President Douglas X. Alexander at the USA/
Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Des Moines Sept. 9.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT. Nevada Lions President Charlie 
Lloyd presents senior Austin Kruzich with the first half of his 
$1,000 Maliet Scholarship.
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District 9NW
No District Governor 

at this time

This month’s newsletter  
prepared by 

PDG Cliff Weldon

Gratitude
By PDG Cliff Weldon
District 9NW LCIF Coordinator

Almost 20 years ago, I was fortunate enough to 
become the 9 X 7 district governor. One of the first 
trips I made was to Rochester Hills, Michigan to the 
Leader Dogs for the Blind campus. While there, I 
met a blind man who was out walking his dog. When 
he found out I was a Lion, he couldn’t thank me 
enough. That dog allowed him freedom to move about 
independently. Through that dog, Lions had changed 
his life, and he was so very appreciative. His gratitude 
touched me and still does today.

Our current International President Douglas 
Alexander had a similar experience. He was delivering 
groceries to members in need in his community and 
their gratitude deeply touched him as well. You can 
read the whole story in the last issue of the LION 
Magazine. 

For many Lions, I’m sure you too have been 
touched by someone’s gratitude for the service you 
have provided – by screening eyes, providing eye 
glasses, buying playground equipment, or donating a 
scholarship. But what you may not have experienced 
is the gratitude from the people in Haiti who’ve 
received hurricane relief; or the Italians and Turkish 
people who were helped after their earthquakes. What 
about the Japanese who received grants after their 
tsunami? Or the African children who get fresh water 
in their villages are now able to go to school because 
they and no longer have to spend their days walking 
miles to tote pots of water? All thanks to funding from 
Lions. These people, whose gratitude is very real, are 
simply too distant to be able to express it properly. 
So, I’m doing it for them. Thank you, Lions. Your 
generosity is truly appreciated. 

Unfortunately, there continue to be needs around 
the world, with not enough funds to address them. As 

a Lion, you help to meet these unmet needs every time 
you donate to Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF), Lions Clubs International’s charitable arm. 

Most clubs in our district donate to LCIF every 
year. Those donations are greatly appreciated. But 
most Lions in our district haven’t been making 
individual, personal gifts. As we approach the holiday 
season, I ask you to consider please doing so. A gift 
of any amount shows your commitment to LCIF and 
helps those suffering and in need around the world. 

Just $1 can provide a measles vaccination.

$5.60 will provide a diabetes screening.

$7.15 provides access to clean water.

$100 will send the Lions Quest curriculum to an 
entire classroom for a year.

There are plenty of additional examples that I can 
provide if you’d like me to come visit your club. But 
you don’t need a visit to make a donation, of whatever 
the size, to LCIF. Simply send your checks, made out 
to Lions Clubs International Foundation, to me:

PDG Cliff Weldon
3010 20th Ave N
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

Or, mail them directly to LCIF, making sure to put 
your club name and District 9NW in the memo.

Thank you from everyone you are about to help.

LIONS UNIVERSITY GRADUATE. Past District Governor 
Roger Curtis receives his Lions University Masters Certificate 
from International President Douglas X. Alexander.

https://lionmagazine.org/articles/a-heart-for-service/
https://lionmagazine.org/articles/a-heart-for-service/
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Welcome New Members
(as reported in MyLCI for September)

 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Fort Dodge Noon Meredith Gallentine James Gill 

 Marcus Bob Dorr Dan Ohlendorf

 Royal Colton Meyer Mitch Fahnlander

Club Activities
AKRON had a successful Omelet Breakfast and raised 
money for scholarships; donated $500 each to Iowa 
Lions Foundation and LCIF; screened more than 200 
preschoolers with 12 referrals and only seven retakes; 
attended the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.

BOONE made feverish preparations for its upcoming 
Turkey Dinner on Nov 5.

CARROLL recycled 566 used eyeglasses and 13 used 
hearing aids; helped with an eye screening.

CHURDAN delivered Meals on Wheels; had a gigantic 
Town Clean-up campaign and collected no less than five 
roll-off containers (three of junk, one of appliances and 
one of scrap metal).

FORT DODGE NOON held an Octoberfest membership 
drive.

MADRID held its Labor Day Chicken BBQ.

MANSON had a Bike Safety Rodeo (pictured above) for 
the local children and served hot dogs and drinks.

ROLFE KidSight screened 43 children in Estherville and 
46 children in Emmetsburg.

BIKE REPAIR INSTRUCTION. Manson Lions Club member 
Tim Shea shows children how to fix a bike during the club’s 
Bike Safety Rodeo.

KIDSIGHT SCREENINGS. Orange City Lions got a little 
help from Pocahontas Lions to conduct two days of KidSight 
screenings. Pictures (from left) are Katie Jeltema, an 
unidentified child, Orange City Lion members Jon Groskreutz, 
Bill VerSteeg and Ray Ohlinger at the camera.

VISION SCREENING. Lion Ray Ohlinger screens a boy in 
Orange City.
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District 9NE
District Governor  
Stephen Becker

1618 Lark Ln.
Waterloo, IA 50701

319-234-2374
lionstephenb@mediacombb.net

Is Lions Clubs a Civic or 
Service Organization? 

By PDG Richard Congdon
District 9NE LCIF Coordinator

Is Lions Clubs a civic or service organization? This is 
a question that plagues many Lions Clubs. I’ll give you 
my answer at the end of this article. 

A civic organization generally exists to promote a 
local geographical area, such as a town or city. In larger 
cities, it is to promote a community within the city.

A service organization uses its efforts to help the 
needy, relieve disaster circumstances, and to help with 
community betterment projects.

Melvin Jones was a member of a civic organization 
promoting business within Chicago when he recognized 
a greater need. He witnessed people in need of help from 
a devastating world war. He saw people suffering from 
lack of food, clothing and shelter. He thought the energy 
and talents of his civic organization could be used to 
help alleviate the country’s need. Thus, he invited many 
civic businessmen’s groups to join together to create 
Lions Clubs International.

1n 1968, the Lions Clubs were strong enough to 
create the Lions Clubs International Foundation. This is 
a place where Lions members, who wanted to make a 
difference in people’s lives, could pool their monies to 
make a bigger impact around the world. Today LCIF has 
raised and contributed over $1.1 billion to people around 
the world. 

In my 56 years as a Lion, I have witnessed the help 
of LCIF as some of this money has come right back 
to Iowa. Last year during the derecho, clubs were the 
beneficiaries of thousands of dollars in help. Local clubs 
and districts have a pool of dollars available to them to 
help in community projects.  

LCIF is in the last year of a campaign to raise $300 
million to bolster our funds so that we can continue 
to meet the ever-challenging needs of people less 

fortunate around the world and here at home in your 
city, if needed. This year, more than ever, LCIF needs 
your larger-than-normal support. It needs your club’s 
contribution, and it needs your personal contribution. 

I am proud to say that my club has already made an 
initial contribution of $1,000. Please don’t wait until the 
last minute to begin making contributions. 

Disaster can strike anytime, anywhere. When it does, 
Lions will be there first with money and boots on the 
ground. When Haiti was hit with the latest earthquake 
right after a hurricane, LCIF was first on the scene 
within a matter of hours with $100,000. More followed 
as the need was accessed. LCIF works quietly, without 
fanfare, and 100% of your donations are used for helping 
others, unlike the high-profile nonprofit groups. 

There are several ways to make a contribution: 
through your club, a personal donation, Melvin Jones 
progressive and redirecting members’ unused portion 
of their Melvin Jones award. Ask me how your club 
can help do more. Ask me how your club can become a 
model club. Over the course of this year, I will bring you 
stories about LCIF through your club’s LCIF coordinator 
or your club’s officers.

So, is Lions Clubs a civic or service organization? 
My answer is: they are both. Of course, your club needs 
to support the needed welfare of your community. But 
Melvin Jones formed LIONS for a greater cause, and 
you and your club need to support LCIF. 

As a personal note, I am both a Melvin Jones Fellow 
and Warren Coleman progressive award recipient. I 
make yearly personal contributions to both foundations. 
Please join me in continuing the LIONS Legacy of “WE 
SERVE!”

We Welcome New Members
 Club  Member Sponsor
 Denver Jeremy Browning Jr. Bruce Piehl

  Dusty Dunn Bruce Piehl

  Devon Lund Bruce Piehl

  Garrett Sager John-Paul Sager

 Dubuque Noon  Brian Timmerman Gene Noonan

 Jesup Jacob Hackman  

 New Hampton Benjamin Larson 

  Alan Morris Robert Beckman

  Adam Zeien

  Andrew Zweibohmer Steven Laures

 Postville Daryl Bachtell Robert Jacob

 Vinton Melody Snow Robin Martin

 West Union Tyler Johansen
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In Memoriam
We are sorry for the loss of these dedicated members.

 Club  Member
 Hudson Douglas L. Boelman
 Newhall Ron A. Baker 

Club Activities
BALLTOWN conducted a steak fry for the community.

CEDAR FALLS collected cans and bottles and served 
as a member of an Honor Guard at military funerals.

DENVER donated to Support Our Troops by sending a 
care package to the 203rd Public Affairs Detachment 
in the U.S. Army Reserves out of Des Moines; served 
over 250 bags of cotton candy for the Denver Schools 
Homecoming Parade; and held a chili-brat fundraiser at 
the homecoming football game.

GARRISON prepared and served brunch to the paid 
attendees of the Old Creamery Theater 50th Anniversary 
Reunion (pictured above).

HUDSON participated in a can and bottle drive.

JANESVILLE held a scrap metal drive; cleaned up 
the Sewell cemetery; built a ramp and landing at a 
community residence; assisted with a variety of needs 
at the Antique Case Machinery Owners’ Club; painted 
a city park shelter; helped load rock for a cemetery 
driveway; and helped with a Senior Health Insurance 
Information program.

NASHUA participated in eyeglass recycling.

VAN HORNE conducted a pancake breakfast; ran the 
concession stand at the Rec Field for soccer games; and 
participated in a can and bottle collection.

WAVERLY did its fall pancake breakfast.

WEST UNION conducted vision screenings.

9NE Lions District 
Nominating Committee & 
Nominations Procedures

Elections for our District 9NE officers will take place 
during the 9NE District Convention on Feb. 26, 2022, at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Waverly. 

The 9NE Lions District Nominations Committee is 
comprised of the following Lions: PDG Roger Bublitz 
of the Waukon Lions, Lion Lynn Montgomery of the 
Vinton Lions and Lion Terry Letsche, chairperson, of 
the Waverly Lions. If you have questions, please contact 
these Lions.

Offices on the ballot include district governor, 1st 
vice district governor, 2nd vice district governor and 
Iowa Lions Foundation trustee (a two-year position).

Nominations must be approved by the candidate’s 
local club, signed by two club officers and submitted 
by Jan. 15, 2022, to Lion Terry Letsche by email 
attachment or mailing to: 

Lion Terry Letsche
2415 1st Ave. NW
Waverly, Iowa 50677-1819

Requirements for 2nd vice disrict governor candidates 
are have served as a club president and as a zone chair, 
each for a year. 

The only requirement for the Iowa Lions Foundation 
trustee position is being a Lion in good standing. 

Note: These elections are being rescheduled from 
our Oct. 30 event as Lions Clubs International requires 
election be held at a district convention.

to all of the Lions Clubs in the 12 counties of 
District 9NE for scheduling and holding their 

official 9NE District Governor visits

100% completion!
Also to all of the clubs that attended one of 
our 10 fall Zone meetings and club officer 

orientations. Good Stuff!

FROM LION 
STEPHEN

mailto:rdbublitz%40yahoo.com?subject=District%209NE%20nominations%202021-2022
mailto:lmmgm%40outlook.com?subject=District%209NE%20nominations
mailto:terry%40letsche.net?subject=District%209NE%20nominations
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District 9SE
District Governor  

Nancy Oehler Love
2865 290th St.

Crawfordsville, IA 52621
319-461-1636

ncoehler@gmail.com

Greetings, Fellow Lions,

As I was perusing the Lions International website the 
other day, I found something that caught my eye. It went 
like this: “Service is more than the sum of our collective 
deeds. It is the wellspring of our heart. As Lions 
and Leos, we serve to see our communities inspired, 
equipped and transformed. We believe that even the 
greatest challenges can be overcome by the power of 
kindness.” 

Yes, service is the heartbeat of the world, leading 
people beyond the burdens of the day. We are Lions, 1.4 
million Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services!

We have already talked about leadership, which was 
defined like this: Leadership is not about being in charge. 
Leadership is about taking care of those in your charge. 
We talked about the necessity for us to find strong, 
capable leaders, especially at the district level. 

We are currently without a 2nd vice district governor 
for 9SE, and if this continues, we will be without a 
district governor for the year 2023-2024. I urge you to 
think about stepping up. The prerequisites are having 
been a club president and a zone chair, one year for each. 
Don’t worry about the zone chair element, as we still 
have a couple of vacancies in that department for our 
Lions year. We would be more than happy to appoint 
you. Especially, don’t be afraid of not knowing what to 
do. We have leaders who are trained just to train you and 
plenty who are willing to mentor you!

The next item that I found in the pile of papers on my 
desk went right along with President Alexander’s theme 
of “Service from the Heart” and mine of “The Power of 
Love.” It was the word “Membership” written down on a 
bright heart-shaped pink sticky note. 

Have you ever noticed that it is the busy people who 
get things done? I have been taking advantage of some 
of the service activities and fundraisers that have been 
happening in our clubs this fall. I have enjoyed eating 
pancakes or attending pork tenderloin dinners while 
getting to know my fellow Lions and how they serve. 

As I do, I am struck by the number of folks who are 
serving at these events who are “just there to help out.” 

When I ask them why they aren’t members, it isn’t about 
paying dues. The answer is always the same, “I don’t 
have time to go to meetings.” 

That leaves me with a serious question in my mind. 
Is our motto really “We Serve?” Or is it “We Go to 
Meetings?” Unfortunately, when COVID hit, service 
to others also took a hit. Some clubs stopped meeting 
altogether and we lost not only members but entire clubs. 

Have we forgotten who we are? Loving Individuals 
Offering Needed Services — even in new and creative 
ways?

So as I look out the window at the barren corn fields 
that were once lush green stalks waving in the breeze, it 
makes me think of the state of membership in our clubs. 
The question is this: what will you do to make your club 
grow? 

To quote Council Chair Bryan Bross, maybe the 
question isn’t “Will you join Lions?” but rather, “Will 
you join me in serving others as a Lion?” 

9SE New Members
 MEMBER  SPONSOR CLUB

 Laverne Weber Jerry Adrian Richland

 Ben Harrison Robert Mesch Solon Centennial

Photo credit Chris Faulkner, Fort Madison Daily Democrat

MORNING SWEETNESS. Rhett Yager, 2, pours his own syrup 
under the watchful eye of his father, Casey Yager. The Yagers 
of Niota, Illinois, including daughter Charlie, were among the 
many who enjoyed the Fort Madison Lions Club Fly-in Drive-in 
Walk-in breakfast at the Fort Madison airport.
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Club Activities 
From Sept. 6 - Oct. 12, 2021

BIRMINGHAM held a blood drive.

COLUMBUS JUNCTION held KidSight screenings.

CORYDON helped clean the museum; toured a local 
factory; delivered Meals on Wheels.

CRAWFORDSVILLE held a Pancake Breakfast; 
participated and volunteered at the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum; helped set up Iowa Lions State Fair 
Booth.

DANVILLE held a business meeting and vision 
screening.

FAIRFIELD donated eyeglasses.

FORT MADISON held a Tri-State Rodeo Pancake 
Breakfast.

GRANDVIEW-LETTS donated school supplies to 
Louisa-Muscatine schools.

NEW LONDON held the Redbarn Breakfast Fundraiser.

MELCHER-DALLAS gave childhood cancer financial 
support, kidsight screening, car show, food pantry.

OSKALOOSA did KidSight screenings; helped plan for 
Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference; prepared take 
along meals; gave thrift store assistance; assembled 
Braille book and participated in the Strides Scavenger 
Hunt at the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Des 
Moines.

PELLA had a fundraiser for Pella Forte.

SIGOURNEY did KidSight screenings.

SOLON CENTENNIAL did tail twisting.

VICTOR did roadside cleanup; volunteered at H and V 
Food Bank.

In Memoriam
 Member  Club Years a Lion
 Kenneth Nordyke Richland 42 years

MEMBERSHP CHEVRONS. Albia Lions receive Membership 
Chevron Awards. Pictured from left are Sandy Clark, 15 years; 
Richard Clark, 15 years; Karen Niebuhr, 20 years; District 
Governor Nancy Love; and Sally Bachman, 20 years.

OKTOBERFEST FUN. (Above) Council Chair Bryan Bross 
peddles his wares at the Burlington Host Lions Oktoberfest. 
(Below) Burlington High School Leos lend a hand at Burlington 
Lions Oktoberfest.
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District 9EC
District Governor  

Paul Fugate
324 First St. SW

Mount Vernon, IA 52314
563-249-1964

pfugate@iowalions.org

Guaranteed Ways to Grow 
Membership in Traditional Clubs

My message this month is how to help clubs in our 
district grow their membership. Here are some ways to 
succeed. 

The first way is to Just Ask! This may sound simple, 
but it is the way our clubs grow. On the flipside though, 
we must prepare club members first, and in so doing, 
your Lions will be motived to do it because it is just too 
easy not to. 

The Just Ask program has four simple steps:

1. Preparing your club

2. Creating your club’s growth plan

3. Implementing your club’s growth plan

4. Welcoming your new members

You can find more information on the Just Ask! 
program on the Lions Clubs International website. 
Search for Just Ask.

The second way is to host a Membership Growth 
Event. This is an event where potential new members 
are invited and while enjoying fellowship, perhaps over 
a meal, are introduced to the benefits of being a Lion.

Membership Nights are a great way to promote 
your club. What my club has done in the past is send out 
letters in the mail to prospective members. We have also 
used the canvassing method used in starting new clubs 
to help recruit members. 

Use this event to show off your club and how your 
prospective members can contribute to your success! 

Welcome Home - welcome back members who have 
dropped. Produce a list of all dropped members from 
MyLCI and review the list to determine who you would 
like to invite back. Assign the names to their sponsors or 
other Lions and invite them back for a service project.

We all know some members left because of various 
reasons. Why not ask those who left on good terms back 
to join? This is a way to help grow your club back.

New Members
 Member  Club Sponsor
 Kim Gingrich Alburnett Roberta Carver

 Janette McMahon DeWitt Jane Kedley

 Brady Baxter DeWitt Nite Jason Meyer

 Kenneth Levien DeWitt Nite Darwin Andresen

 Sue Cannon Eldridge Betty Carlson

 Douglas Chapin Low Moor Ted Witt

 Tiffany McMorran Mechanicsville Amy Bishop

 Justin K. Miller Mechanicsville Amy Bishop

 Shyanne Renee Ketelsen Olin Jamie Ketelsen

 Brady Pestka Olin Leanne Ketelsen

 Paul Martin Tipton Terri Peck

 Sara Romig-Martin Tipton Terri Peck

 Jeff Putney West Liberty Duane Forbes

Welcome to the charter members  
of the new Anamosa Lions Club!

 Belinda Bard Nancy Heideman 

 Josh Bard Kim Johnston

 Kari Dearborn  Brenda Kelechen 

 Dean Eilers Dawn M. Koob

 Deborah Eilers  Wesley Koob

 Robyn Eilers Nikki Sunderman 

 Sheila Frinks  Adam Tuetken 

 Gerson L. Gonzalez Adam Tuetken 

 Rodger Good Aubne Watkins

 Susan Good  Jarod Zumback

ATTENTION GETTER - MEMBERSHIP GAIN. One way to get 
new members is to Just Ask.

http://lionsclubs.org
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In Memoriam
Gilbert Diercks – Andover

Winston Rock – Low Moor

John Simon – West Liberty

Club Activities 
ALBURNETT – Beautification of Martin Complex; 
Alburnett Fun Day Parade; parking barrier at Martin 
Sports Complex; eyeglass donation. 

BETTENDORF – Ice cream social.

BLUE GRASS – Clothing for family in need; 
recycling; helped with American Legion Fish Fry; 
assisted senior in nursing home; participated in city 
wide garage sales. 

CENTER POINT – Participated in homecoming 
parade.

DEWITT NITE – Sold food at homecoming tailgate 
party.

ELDRIGE – Cleaned up trash along the road 
between Eldridge and Long Grove; participated 
in community’s homecoming parade; raised 
awareness of Lions Club; planted and maintained 
flower beds. 

LOW MOOR – Donation to Brantley Welford.

LOWDEN – Ran a food trailer at the Lowden Fall 
Garage Sales; donation to West Branch Lions Food 
Project. 

OTTER CREEK – Held September Fish Fry.

STANWOOD – Conducted KidSight screenings. 

TIPTON – Held Club Anniversary Night.

WYOMING – assisted in piecing together 
and erecting $80,000 community playground 
equipment; donated $150 to Leader Dog Program, 
$150 to LCIF and $250 to Iowa Lions Foundation; 
made and sold caramel corn at our local July fair 
and five fall high school football games with gross 
sales of $3,749.

CANVASING TEAM for the new Anamosa Lions Club (from 
left) Lions Nadine Brockert, Pablo Romano, Stan Stanfield, Jim 
Bixler and District Governor Paul Fugate.

WATER BREAK. Bellevue Lions hosting their 5K Walk/Run.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. Clinton Leos cheer on 
runners during the Clinton Half Marathon.
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District 9SW
District Governor  

Allen Zobel
1119 N. Division St.

Audubon, Iowa 50025
712-304-5066

calz@mediacombb.net

Service from the Heart
“Service from the Heart” will be part of the 9SW 

theme of this newsletter. After 3 months, MyLion 
reporting has increased from 43% to 50% for the clubs.  
Through MyLion training, this number should increase.  
Currently, Zone Chair Dominic Giegerich of the Anita 
Lions Club leads all zones with 18.2 service reports per 
club. He is followed by Zone Chair Vicki Nordskog of 
the Atlantic Lions Club with 10.4 service activities per 
club. 

Presently the 9SW activities breakdown is as follows: 
9SW has served 43,320 people doing a total of 329 
service activities; 4,735 volunteer hours committed; 
$33,223 has been donated; and $56,220 funds have been 
raised. 

The 9SW Health Report will guide my team to which 
clubs are in need and continue to grow our response 
level and use of MyLion.

Membership is on the Rise
The new Hamburg Lions Club was chartered with 21 

members on Oct. 4. Their unique service project is to 
build a three bedroom ranch-style house for a family that 

lost their home in Riverton. We wish them success in 
this adventure. 

There is promise of a new branch club at Essex with 
Lion Steve Hansen possibly being the Guiding Lion and 
Hamburg as the sponsoring club.

Three possible Leo clubs are being considered. One 
at Harlan School District, one at CAM School District 
(with their debate team as core and debate sponsors 
serving as advisors), and one at Hamburg.

Presidents and secretaries are our “infantry” to 
success. You motivate your members and promote 
enthusiasm to your club. If every club adds two or more 
Lions, we can make 9SW the Diamond District of the 
USA. I believe in all of you.

Visualize where we are, make plans, and set goals for 
our clubs. Leon is thinking of adding one new member 
every month. Lucas better get it on as this year is a 
quarter over.

Jump aboard and let’s make it a truly unbelievable 
and outstanding year!

EMERGENCY RESPONSE. Redfield Lions Club purchased 
and donated emergency warning lights to the Redfield Fire 
Department and EMS on Sept. 13. After hearing of several 
close encounters when the emergency vehicles were leaving 
the fire station, the Lions Club voted to purchase the system, 
which is solar powered and allows personnel to activate the 
signs using a wireless remote control which alerts traffic of 
departing emergency vehicles.

AN ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNATURE EVENT for the Audubon 
Lions and Exira Lions involves the Exira-EHK and Audubon 
school districts working together to apply a preservative stain 
to the 26 bridges along the 11-mile stretch of the T-Bone Trail.
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THE PRIDE OF 9SW. I am radiant with the numbers shown 
on this chart below. Continued new memberships will require 
every club “ASKING EVERYONE THEY MEET” to continue 
the increase. Treasurer Josh did ask everyone on a list of 
supporters and found 13 new Lions for their club in less than 
a year Ask everyone you can at an activity “Why aren’t you a 
Lion? We need you and your hands to provide ‘Service from 
the Heart.’” What a beautiful approach!

Welcome to District 9SW
 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR
 Adel Anne Case Josh Shull
 Adel Janelle Duffy Josh Shull
 Hamburg Mary Ann Lyons  
 Redfield Matt D. Paardekooper Matt Castillo
 Redfiled Chelsey Riggins Sarah Paardekooper-Castillo

Club Service from MyLion
ATLANTIC helped with Produce in Park; provided 
eyeglasses for a student.

AUDUBON participated in the T-Bone Parade; 
inflatables at T-Bone Celebration; provided school 
supplies.

EXIRA sold Hoagies; painted a door on a building; 
provided an appreciation meal for Exira-EHK staff.

GLENWOOD helped at the food pantry; donated to the 
the library and Leader Dog.

HARLAN delivered Meals on Wheels; provided 
watermelon for sports participants; did KidSight.

INDIANOLA NOON collected hearing aids; made 
donations to several local high school and community 
activities and Leader Dog; donated to the food pantry.

LINDEN ran Bingo on Wednesdays.

LORIMOR put on Watermelon Days.

MISSOURI VALLEY ran the Can Kennel.

MURRAY sorted the Can Kennel ; attended a zone 
meeting; honored firefighters; worked at the food pantry.

NEOLA attended USA/Canada Lions Leadership 
Forum; sorted the Can Kennel; sponsored HooDoo 
events, Bingo and a KidSight Screening; helped with the 
backpack school program.

NORWALK provided food for food pantry; did a Lasagna 
Dinner fundraiser.

OAKLAND sorted the Kennel Can; collected 
eyeglasses.

REDFIELD ran Bingo; provided emergency lights for 
safety on street.

STUART sponsored the Scoop the Loop Car Show.

VILLISCA helped to secure glasses and paid for the eye 
exam.

WAUKEE ran KidSight.

STILL SERVING AFTER ALL THESE YEARS. Grand River 
Lion Raymond VanLaar is still serving at a young 94 years of 
age. Here he is shown taking money at the gate of the 2021 
Grand River Rodeo, something he has done for the past 55 
years.

Picture of Raymond VanLaar from the Grand River Lions Club at a 
young 94 years of age and serving by taking money at the gate in 2021 
as he has done for the last 55 years. 
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District 9NC
District Governor  

Stan Johnson
32697 Terrace Ave.

New Hartford, IA 50660
319-240-2211

stanpjohnson15@gmail.com

Official Club Visits
Since becoming district governor, I have visited the 

Northwood, Parkersburg and Mason City Noon Lions 
Clubs. I would appreciate an email or call with a 
suggested date for an official visit from the remaining 
36 clubs in 9NC.

Three Clubs Celebrate 100 Years
District 9NC is blessed with three clubs that are 

now 100 years old. The Mason City Noon Lions Club, 
which was chartered on May 12, 1920, was unable 
to celebrate it’s 100th anniversary in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. That club celebrated its 100th anniversary 
on Oct. 2, 2021. 

The other two clubs that are 100 years old are Clear 
Lake Noon, which was chartered on April 15, 1921, 
and Charles City, which was chartered on May 3, 
1921. See photos of celebrations on Pages 28-29.

Attention Club Secretaries
As of mid-October, club secretaries of the 

following clubs have not recorded their 2021-2022 
club officers in the MyLCI app:  Burt, Clear Lake 
Noon, Dows, Eldora, Manly, and Marble Rock. 

As a reminder to all clubs, club officers must 
be reported in the MyLCI app each year before 
July 1, EVEN IF THE SAME OFFICERS ARE 
CARRIED OVER FROM YEAR TO YEAR. 
Clubs that do not report new officers are locked out 
of the MyLCI app. To get their account unlocked, 
club secretaries are required to contact Lions Clubs 
International for assistance. To unlock their accounts, 
club secretaries are required to contact Lions Clubs 
International Technical Support at (630) 468-7000 
from 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Monday through Friday or email 
MyLCI@lionsclubs.org.

Without this information it is difficult to report 
changes in membership, communicate with club 
officers, mail dues statements, and send copies of The 
Iowa Lion. 

Attention Club Treasurers
As of mid-October, the following clubs have not 

made their July 2021 dues payments to Lions Clubs 
International:  Clear Lake Noon, Dows, Eldora, 
Kamrar, Rockford and Thompson. Dues must be paid 
to remain in good standing.

Current District 9NC Membership
Opening Balance 864 

Added Members 18

Dropped Members 15 

Closing Balance 867

That’s PLUS 3 in membership. Keep up the good 
work of inviting people to join and keeping current 
members happy serving together.

IRS Form 990 Annual Filing Reminder
Clubs that have annual gross receipts of $50,000 or 

less must file the e-Postcard (also known as 990-N). 
Clubs with gross receipts greater than $50,000 and 
less than $200,000 with total assets less than $500,000 
must file form 990-EZ. Clubs with gross receipts of 
$200,000 or greater, or total assets of $500,000 or 
greater must file form 990. 

The required filing is due by the 15th day of the 
fifth month after the close of your tax year, which is 
Nov. 15 for clubs that operate on a usual July-June 
Lions fiscal year. Clubs that do not file risk losing 
their tax-exempt status.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF SERVICE. Lion Lindsey 
Isaacson cuts and serves cake during the Mason City Noon 
Lions Club’s 100th anniversary celebration on Oct. 2. The club 
also presented Lindsey with a Melvin Jones Fellowship during 
the program, which focused on club history over the years. 
At the end, it was announced that the Mason City Noon and 
Mason City Evening Lions Clubs are merging to better continue 
serving Mason City and the world for the next 100 years.



November 2021…THE IOWA LION…Page 21

We are sorry for the loss  
of this dedicated lion

 Club  Member Years a Lion
 Rowan Lois Beyer 22 years

We Welcome Our  
New Members

 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Burt Jim Kadow 

 Charles City Joshua N. Johnson Russell Schwarz

 Rowan Glenn A. Hansen Sally Hansen

September Club Activities
CLEAR LAKE NOON gathered at All Vets Golf Club for 
their annual golf outing and dinner.

CLEAR LAKE EVENING sold raffle tickets as a 
fundraiser for sightseeing and hearing programs and 
presented a $500 donation to the Clear Lake Fire 
Department.

EAGLE GROVE distributed boxes of food to the needy.

HAMPTON delivered Meals on Wheels on a weekly 
basis; assisted Trees Forever with tree planting and 
tree care; and volunteered at the USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum held in Des Moines.

HUMBOLDT conducted a fundraiser to support local and 
Lions-related organizations.

IOWA FALLS served smoked pork loin sandwiches as a 
fundraiser.

NEW HARTFORD conducted an omelet breakfast as 
a fundraiser to benefit the splash pad project in the city 
park.

NORTHWOOD delivered Meals of Wheels; volunteered 
at the Northwood Theatre; served an omelet breakfast 
as a fundraiser; and greeted Lions at the USA/Canada 
Lions Leadership Forum.

PARKERSBURG WELCOME. 9NC DG Stan Johnson 
welcomes new members to Parkersburg Lions. (ABOVE) 
DG Stan with new member Shirley Janssen (center) and her 
sponsor Janet Junker. (BELOW) DG Stan with new member 
Tony Finch and sponsor Tasha Finch.

EQUIPMENT MONEY. Mike Keefe, left, assistant chief of the 
Clear Lake Fire Department, accepts a $500 donation from 
Chris Wagler, president of the Clear Lake Evening Lions Club.
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IOWA LIONS

WE SERVE MD 9

IOWA

LIONS

IOWA LIONS STATE SHIRT

S M LG XLG 2XLG 3XLG 4XLG

NAME

ADDRESS

EMAIL & PHONE#

TOTAL
TAX 5.5%

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL

Bee-Seen Promotions LLC

262-457-2114
beeseenpromotions@charter.net

645 West State Street #1
Hartford, WI 53027

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OUT  TO:
BEE-SEEN PROMOTIONS OR
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR

CREDIT CARDS 

SHIPPING $12.00

PERSONALIZED
NAME RIGHT CHEST

ALL SALES ARE  FINAL. 

$30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $32.00 $34.00 $36.00 $5.00

EMBROIDER EMBROIDER EMBROIDERSCREEN PRINTED
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Show Your 
Lions Pride

Proceeds benefit the Iowa Lions Foundation

2-Sided Yard Signs – $20 each
Free Drop Shipping When Ordered in  

Increments of 10 Signs (Can Be Mix-n-Match)

To Order: Contact Your District Governor, send the form 
below in to the State Office or order online at  

https://iowa-lions-foundation.square.site

18” x 24“ plus H-frame - Same Image on Both Sides

Deliver to:   o Iowa Lions State Office (Ames)
  o Drop Ship (must be multiples of 10 for drop shipping)

Lion / Club Name

Street Address (No P.O. Boxes)

City / State / Zip

Phone Number  E-Mail Address

Lion Lives Here x _____

Be Kind x _____

Total Signs _____ x $20 = ______

Make checks payable to 
Iowa Lions Foundation

Mail order form with payment to:
Iowa Lions Foundation
PO Box 328
Ames IA 50010
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THE IOWA LION

The Iowa Lion Now Part 
of State Historical Library

MAKING HISTORY. Roger Allen, right, editor emeritus of The Iowa Lion, and Jessica 
Nay, librarian at the State Historical Library and Archives, are pictured with part of the 
complete set of The Iowa Lion magazine that Allen recently donated to the state library.

The State Historical Society recently welcomed to its 
library and research center, the addition of a complete set 
of all editions of The Iowa Lion magazine and “Who’s 
Who” directories, donated by Lion Roger Allen, editor 
emeritus of the magazine.

The State Historical Society Library and Research 
Center is located within the Iowa Department of Cultural 
Affairs, all within the State Historical Building, located 
“down the hill” west of the Iowa Capitol, at 600 East 
Locust St. in Des Moines.

According to the library’s director, Jessica Nay, these 
collections will be available for public access during the 
library’s regular open hours. For further details, contact 
the State Historical Society Library and Research Center 
at (515) 281-6200 or visit their website.

The donated collection of The Iowa Lion begins with 
a trial publication in 1959, followed by trial publications 
in 1965, then continuously beginning in 1967 through 
2016 in print form. It is then in digital form for 2017 to 
the present and going forward.

The magazine has had four titled editors. Past District 

Governor Myrl Stahl of Northwood, Iowa served as 
editor from 1967 to 1976. He was an active promoter of 
there being a state Lions magazine. When Stahl decided 
to retire, he recruited Lion Roger Allen of Montezuma to 
succeed him. 

Allen, a weekly newspaper journalist, had been a 
contributor to the magazine beginning in the mid-1960s 
and had served three years on the Editorial Board (1968-
1970). Roger Allen was editor for 40 years, from 1976 to 
2016. Upon retirement, the Editorial Board awarded him 
the title of Editor Emeritus. 

Desiree Dixon of Indianola apprenticed under Allen 
during his last months, before taking over as editor in 
September 2016. Dixon passed away in March 2017, 
shortly after being diagnosed with ovarian cancer. PDG 
Debbie Doty of Oskaloosa, also a former reporter, was 
asked to serve as interim editor during Dixon’s illness 
and was officially hired to the position in June 2017.

Allen said the reason he was able to have the earliest 
years’ magazines was that after he became editor, his 
friend PDG Warren Coleman gave his archives to him.

iowaculture.gov
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

CELEBRATING HOMECOMING. The Denver Lions Club 
serves up chili and bratwurst at its Chili-Brat Supper during a 
homecoming game in September.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

By Lion Karen Page
Cedar Falls Lions Club

DaysForGirls, International, is an organization 
that provides access to menstrual care and education 
by developing global partnerships and mobilizing 
volunteers to provide safe, beautiful, washable kits 
free of charge to girls all over the world. To date, over 
1 million girls have received a kit to use during their 
menstrual period so they do not need to stay home from 
school.

Locally, the Cedar Falls Lions Club has partnered 
with a team of “sewists” from First United Methodist 
Church (pictured) who make items that go into the 
kits. The Cedar Falls Lions Club provides funding 
for supplies such as labels (which are required), poly 
moisture proof lining, flannel, ribbon for the bags and 
thread. Our “sewist” team of seven to eight women 
makes liners, shields and bags to hold items for the kits. 
Fabric for the bags and shields comes from the quilters’ 
“stash” at church – and is FREE!  

Since our local group started over three years ago, we 
have sent over 800 kits to be distributed. We make a bag 
from a floral fabric with a drawstring, a shield lined with 
moisture proof poly, and eight liners for each kit, sewn 
from flannel and serged so that they do not unravel.

SEWISTS from the First United Methodist Church in Cedar 
Falls sew kits for the Cedar Falls Lions Club’s project.

9NE SPOTLIGHT

DaysForGirls, International

DaysForGirls has recently re-organized in order 
to provide quality control over the items made by the 
thousands of volunteers. We must ensure that the kits are 
durable enough to be washed, re-used, and last 3-4 years.  

DaysForGirls headquarters is now located in Mt. 
Vernon, Washington, with a collection center in North 
Salt Lake City, Utah. The Cedar Falls Lions Club 
pays for the cost to send the kits to Utah. For more 
information, visit the DaysForGirls website.

BREAKFAST 
WITH A SMILE. 

Garrison Lions 
Club prepare 

and serve brunch 
for the paid 

attendees of the 
Old Creamery 
Theater 50th 
Anniversary 

Reunion.

https://www.daysforgirls.org/
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

SERVING INTO MEMBERSHIP. Prospective new members 
Bill and Berna give a hand at the Birmingham Lions tenderloin 
dinner.

60 YEARS OF SERVICE. District Governor Nancy Love 
congratulates Fairfield Lion Roland Peaslee on 60 years as a 
Lion.

FLIPPING AND EATING HOTCAKES. (Above) Lion Randy 
Finke is the griddle master at the Crawfordville Lions Fall 
Pancake Breakfast. (Below) Crawfordville Lions Darrell Egli 
and David Jewell take a break to enjoy breakfast.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

Clear Lake Noon Lions recently gathered at All Veterans Memorial Golf Club in Clear Lake for their annual golf outing and dinner. 
In recognition of the club’s 100-year anniversary, they invited past presidents to share their history with the club.

9NC Clubs Celebrate Centennial Anniversaries

Mason City Noon Lions Club President Nathan Hehr welcomes attendees to the club’s 100th anniversary celebration on Oct. 2. 
The date was rescheduled from it’s original May 9, 2020, date due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The mayor of Mason City signed a 
proclamation declaring Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021, as Mason City Noon Lions Day.
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ADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGEADDITIONAL DIGITAL COVERAGE

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. (BELOW) Mason City Noon Lions and guests visit prior to the club’s 100th anniversary celebration 
Oct. 2. (TOP LEFT) Lion Mara Linskey-Deegan receives a Warren Coleman Honorary Award from the club. (TOP RIGHT) Lion 
Dennis Reidel shares 100 years of Mason City Lions history.


