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Aug. 7 Grand Junction Lions Club 
 Annual Show & Shine

Aug. 11 Lions Float in State Fair Parade

Aug. 12-22 Lions Booth @ Iowa State Fair

Aug. 21 Oskaloosa Lions Golf Shootout

Aug. 28 Fort Dodge Noon Lions 100th 
 Anniversary Celebration

Aug. 31 9MC Cabinet Meeting, Ames

Sept. 9-11 USA/Canada Lions Leadership  
 Forum, Des Moines

Oct. 22-23 Iowa Lions Fall Learning   
 Conference, Cedar Rapids

Oct. 23 Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club 
 101st Anniversary Celebration

Oct. 30 District 9NE Fall Leadership
 Conference, Waverly

Nov. 6 District 9MC Fall Rally, Newton
 District 9EC Fall Rally, Eldridge

Lions Fall Learning Conference
Oct. 22-23, 2021 • Cedar Rapids

You will not want to miss this opportunity to grow your knowledge in Lions and your everyday life, so 
block off your calendar now! This conference will be held at the Downtown Cedar Rapids Public Library. 
The facility alone is worth checking out, but more importantly the opportunity for quality seminars like 
“Service in a Box,” “Navigating the Lions Member Portal,” and at a reasonable cost is even better.
You don’t want to miss visiting with and hearing from our dynamic international guest, Past 
International President Joe Preston!
Registration and more information to follow in the September issue of The Iowa Lion.
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International Report
Past International Director  

Ardie Klemish
 P.O. Box 175 

Anita, Iowa 50020
641-740-0148

ardieklemish@gmail.com

News from June 2021 Virtual 
International Convention

Nearly 20,000 Lions from 
around the globe attended the 
very first virtual international 
convention, with 8,920 certified 
voting delegates. Lions 
Clubs International executive 
officers elected for 2021-22 
are President Douglas X. 
Alexander from New York, 1st 
Vice President Brian Sheehan 
from Minnesota, 2nd VP Dr. Patti Hill from Canada 
and 3rd VP Fabricio Oliveira from Brazil. President 
Alexander’s theme is “Service from the Heart.” 

New international directors elected to represent the 
USA on the board are Jeffrey Gans from New Jersey, 
Ken Ibarra from California, Dr. Dianne Pitts from South 
Carolina, TJ Tijerina from Texas, Deb Weaverling from 
Kansas and John Youney from Maine.    

The following resolutions were passed by the voting 
delegates:

1. To amend the timing of when the certification 
of endorsement form for international director 
candidates must arrive at international office to no 
less than 60 days before the convening date of the 
international convention.

2. To authorize the international board to approve 
alternative procedures for electing executive officers 
and international directors when an international 
convention cannot be convened.  

3. To remove voting rights from appointed positions 
during special meetings to fill a vacancy for a district 
governor and to require a 15 day notice be provided 
to all qualified attendees.  

4. To amend the qualifications of the second vice district 
governor so that Lions who previously served as a 
district governor would not be eligible to be elected 
as 2VDG. 

5. To amend election hours at international convention 

to reflect the current voting practice of voting over 3 
days of the convention.  

6. To rename the Marketing Communication Committee 
to the Marketing Committee.

Two Lions Clubs International administrative officers 
retired as of June 30, 2021. Executive Administrator Past 
International President J. Frank Moore III retired but 
will continue as LCIF Campaign 100 Co-Chairperson. 
Sanjeev Ahuja was selected by the international board 
to advance from Chief of Operations to Executive 
Administrator. 

Our Chief of Technology, Dr. Jayaram Balachander, 
also retired. Gloria Geske, longtime LCI Convention 
Division Manager, retired as well. She and the LCI staff 
did a tremendous job in producing a fabulous virtual 
2021 international convention.  We express sincere 
gratitude to all these Lion leaders who served our 
members and our association for many years!

My New Lions Clubs International 
Assignments for 2021-22

First International Vice President Brian Sheehan has 
asked me to be one of his District Governor Elect Group 
Leaders.  In addition, I will be serving on the Leader 
Dogs for the Blind Lions Engagement Board.

International Guest Speakers for 2021-22 
MD9 Events

International speakers are lined up for 2021-22 MD9 
events. Past International President Joe Preston from 
Arizona will be the keynote speaker at our MD9 Fall 
Learning Conference Oct. 23 in Cedar Rapids. He will 
also give the keynote address the same evening for 
the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club 101st anniversary 
celebration.

International directors are “booked” for six of seven 
district conventions in Iowa for the coming year. One 
district has a district governor vacancy, so no convention 
date has been established yet. 

LCIF Campaign 100 Final Year 
 We have now entered the final year of LCIF’s 

Campaign 100. Our goal was to raise $300 million by 
June 30, 2022. As of June 29 this year, we’ve raised 
$211,088,854. Remember that every donation makes a 
difference, no matter how large or small, even just $2 
per week. Y-O-U can change a life with your donation.  

If you have questions, contact your District LCIF 
Coordinator or PID Ardie Klemish. This will help fund 
LCIF grants in future years. Note: model clubs have 
until June 30, 2023 to fulfill those pledges.
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Spirits High at State Convention
By PDG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

Despite wet weather, spirits were high as Lions 
gathered in May for the Iowa Lions State Convention 
in Monticello.

Staff at Camp Courageous was very welcoming 
and the setting was beautiful. Lions were able to tour 
the facilities, getting a first-hand look at how Lions 
funds support the respite care and camp for people 
with special needs.

Lions heard from International Director Mark 
Lyon of Connecticut, who presented virtually.

Proposed changes to the MD9 Constitution & 
By-Laws were approved, updating them to be more 
in line with Lions Clubs International’s Constitution 

& By-Laws. The two 
major changes were 
the changing of the 
state administrator 
to a multiple district 
secretary-treasurer 
and changing the Iowa 
Lions Mid-Winter 
Leadership Conference 
to a Fall Learning 
Conference. This allows 
Lions to get away from 
the wintry January 
weather that often 

wreaked havoc on attendance at Mid-Winter.

The 2021 Iowa Lions Fall Learning Conference 
has been scheduled for Oct. 22-23 in Cedar Rapids. 
The State Planning Committee intends to alternate 
the sides of the state the conference is held on each 
year to more fairly distribute travel time for the Lions 
who wish to attend. Watch the September issue of 
The Iowa Lion for registration and more information 
on the Fall Learning Conference.

Past International Directors Judy Hankom, Del 
Brown and Norm Dean presented many Lions Clubs 
Interntional awards at the state convention, making 
up for not being able to hold the state convention in 
2020 or Mid-Winter in 2021.

Presidential Certificates of Appreciation, the 
fourth highest international award in Lions, were 

presented to 
Past District 
Governor Jim 
Bixler, PDG Ed 
Ottesen, District 
Governor 
Richard 
Congdon, Past 
Council Chair 
Terry Durham, 
DG Darwin 
Meyer and PDG 
Doug Welton.

The third highest award in LCI, the Presidential 
Leadership Award, was presented to PDGs Ed 
Ottesen and Connie Inman, DGs Roger Curtis and 
Richard Congdon, and Lion Chris Waring.

International President’s Awards, the second 
highest award in Lions, were presented to Council 
Chair Judy Stone, PDG Fred Stark, PDG Tony Hill, 
Lion Mark Miller, PDG Beverly Fletcher and PDG 
Debbie Doty.

PID Judy Hankom presented the 2021 Spark Plug 
Award, given to a Lion who proves to be a spark of 
inspiration in their club or district, to Lion Trish Loeb 
of the Mitchellville Lions Club. 

Past Council Chair Terry Durham received the 
2021 G.E. “Bud” Klise Leadership Award, presented 
by PID Norm Dean.

9EC District Governor Stan Stanfield surprised 
Lion Bob Smith of the Durant Lions Club with a 
Lion of the Year award for his efforts in saving a 
truck driver in an accident along Interstate 80.

District 9SW won the Norm Dean Membership 
Growth 
Award for 
2021. District 
Governor 
Sheri Holliday 
accepted the 
award on behalf 
of the district.

See more 
photos on Page 
27.

An electronice sign near the 
Camp Courageous office 
welcomes Lions.

PID Judy Hankom, left, presents the 
2021 Spark Plug Award to Lion Trish 
Loeb of Mitchellville Lions Club.

PCC Terry Durham accepts the Bud 
Klise Leadershp Award from PID Norm 
Dean.
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District Governor Stan Stanfield presents a Lion of the Year 
award to Bob Smith of the Durant Lions Club, who helped save 
a trucker in an horrific accident along Interstate 80.

Tail Twister Extraordinaire Alice Whitlatch, left, sells 50/50 tickets to PCC Duane Eldred and his wife, Lion Janice Eldred.

State convention attendees get a tour of Camp Courageous.

Recipients of the Presidential Leadership Award: (L-R) PDG 
Ed Ottesen, PDG Connie Inman, DG Rich Congdon, Lion Chris 
Waring, and DG Roger Curtis.
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A View  
from the Chair

Council Chair Bryan Bross
1703 Grube St.

Burlington, Iowa 52601
319-572-4132

bbross@iowalions.org

The name of this column, “A View from the Chair,” 
brings a couple of thoughts to mind. The first thought 
is the Latin phrase “ex cathedra.” Many recognize this 
term in a religious context such as a Papal statement of 
dogmatic significance. The phrase actually means “from 
the chair” and relates to those speaking from a position 
of authority. 

While I have been granted a position of authority 
under the Constitution and By Laws of the Lions Clubs 
of Iowa, I must speak and act with humility in the 
context of servant leadership. As such, I ask for grace 
and patience from all the Lions of Iowa as I pledge to 
serve with you as we serve others.

The second thought I have is the American English 
expression “catbird seat.” It is an idiomatic phrase 
used to describe an enviable position, often in terms of 
having the upper hand or greater advantage in any type 
of dealing among parties. The phrase derives from the 
common catbird’s habit of making mocking calls from a 
secluded perch (Wikipedia). 

I do believe the council chair role is an enviable 
position whereby I am afforded the opportunity to lead 
a vast number of volunteers across Iowa. This is truly 
the reason I sought the role. However, I believe that if I 
make “mocking calls from a secluded perch,” I would be 
squandering the great opportunity I have been given. 

Leading any size group of volunteers is exceedingly 
challenging, to be sure. However, I look forward to 
learning from and serving everyone with whom I 
interact. I hope to help each person I meet this year to 
reach their fullest potential of service and leadership. 
Will you join our district governors and me on this 
journey this year?

Congratulations to all our new district governors in 
Multiple District 9 (Iowa). You have worked hard to get 
to this point and you have formed an awesome team to 
share in your labor this year. Enjoy your year as district 
governors and keep looking for new Lions to mentor and 
raise up as future leaders. Our association depends on it! 

I write this article at an interesting time in our 
association in Iowa. The phrase “May you live in 

interesting times” has been attributed to a Chinese 
expression that has been interpreted by many to be a 
curse. 

As I was finishing my term as district governor and 
preparing for this year as council chair, an extremely 
serious revelation came forth from our state office. 
We discovered a large payroll tax penalty due to the 
IRS. This situation was very serious, but our district 
governors, led by Council Chair Judy Stone, took 
immediate action to rectify the situation. 

This action also left our state office without staff for 
the first time in many years. While we found a lot of 
loose ends to tie-up at an especially busy time of the 
year, we marshaled a team of volunteers with various 
talents necessary to address the situation. A team of 
CPAs worked to audit the finances, correct the issues 
with the IRS, and layout a plan to move forward. We 
setup a post office box (328) to receive all the mail 
and we found a volunteer to pick it up and handle it 
appropriately. We ported the office phone to an internet-
based cloud system so that we could place and receive 
calls from anywhere with an internet connection. We 
also set up an automated voicemail service which can 
also be retrieved from anywhere. Bills are getting paid, 
leases and agreements are being evaluated, and last 
year’s district governors are acting as a committee to 
stabilize the state office operations so that our current 
district governors can continue to work on serving and 
growing their districts.

While some, and probably many, would consider this 
turn of events at our state office to be a curse, I tend to 
look at things like this as opportunities. First, I and many 
others will learn much through this process. We will 
collaborate to achieve success. 

Secondly, we are streamlining the state office 
operations for the 21st century. This can save us a great 
deal of money in the future, but it also can allow us to 
better serve our members. 

Finally, some volunteers who normally work quietly 
behind the scenes will be able to shine in service to 
Lions. We all have talents to share and all learn more 
when others share their talents. It is my sincere hope that 
the Lions Clubs of Iowa will come out stronger, nimbler 
and more effective this coming year. 

I would like to remind all our club secretaries to 
make sure that the email addresses of your Lions club 
members are entered into MyLCI. I made a startling 
discovery recently as I was preparing the email blast 
requesting volunteers for our booth at the Iowa State 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Fair. I was able to download a fresh list of Lions 
and their email addresses. There were 7,098 names 
downloaded. However, after I deleted the names without 
an email address, the list was down to 4,234. To add 
insult to injury, after the email list was uploaded, over 
two hundred addresses had been flagged as “requested 
unsubscribed.” 

We have no way to communicate with our Lions 
members if we do not have their email addresses. 
I wonder why those Lions do not want their email 
addresses in the system. I want to encourage all our club 
secretaries to revisit the email address of each member 
in their club. Please implore them to share their email 
address so that we may communicate with them. If you 
know their email address, please put it in MyLCI. We 
must be able to communicate with our members if we 
are to grow as an association. 

Lions serve with love and compassion in 
communities around the world. The selfless giving of our 
time and effort is precisely what makes Lions so special. 
When we give, we expect nothing in return. Yet we gain 
so much. Our service offers hope and connection in the 
face of great need and also extends an invitation to the 
world to join us. We embrace the joy that comes from 
“Service From The Heart.”

P.S. Look for our Council of Governors meeting to 
be streamed live on the Iowa Lions Facebook page. Our 
first council meeting is Aug. 14 at 2 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

We need your help!
There are still spots available to 

work the Iowa Lions booth at the 
Iowa State Fair. Lions receive a full 

day pass to the State Fair when they 
work a 4-hour shift in the booth. 
Sign up for available time slots at 

Signup Genius.
In 2019, we distributed 

approximately 10,000 Lions fans 
from our booth and talked to many 

people about Lions.
The Iowa State Fair begins  
Aug. 12 and ends Aug. 22.

By Mark Miller. Immediate Past President,
Iowa Lions Foundation

Unless you have been locked up in your house for 
the past year… WAIT! We all have been locked up in 
our house for the past year. What an unusual year it 
has been. Every club has struggled with retaining and 
recruiting members and trying to do their service and 
fundraising projects, let alone trying to hold meetings.  
It has been a tough year for everyone, especially for 
the Iowa Lions Foundation.

We started our year with the budget process and 
we cut our budget 20% for both district contributions 
and for the dollars going out to the entities we support. 
As we neared year-end in June, some districts were 
close to their goal and others were far behind. We 
desperately need your support!

At the start of the 2020-2021 year, we had an 
$81,000-plus rainy day fund and we had to use 
$60,000 of that fund to operate that Lions year. This 
new year, we will not have that $60,000 to use again. 
That is why we will need your support this year more 
than ever.

Thanks to Trustee Phillip Larabee, we have a new 
“Power of 300” program to help build a new rainy 
day fund. Any club and any member can be a part of 
this program. It is easy to do, just ask your district 
trustee or contact the Iowa Lions State Office for more 
information.

As I have ended my year as foundation president, I 
would like to thank our great group of trustees. They 
are true Lions and have had to work under a very 
challenging year. 

As we move forward, I will work on a stronger 
Legacy program for the Iowa Lions Foundation. 
Please go back and re-read the article on “The Final 
Step in We Serve!” in the December 2020 issue of 
The Iowa Lion.

Thank you for your service to your community and 
to the Iowa Lions Foundation!

Iowa Lions Foundation

A Year 
in Review

https://www.facebook.com/IowaLions
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4daeab2ea1fb6-2021
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District 9NE
District Governor  
Stephen Becker

1618 Lark Ln.
Waterloo, IA 50701

319-234-2374
lionstephenb@mediacombb.net

Leadership IS the Difference –  
“Share the Knowledge”

“WE SERVE” very well in the District 9NE if we 
can communicate with each other and our communities’ 
citizens. But do you realize we HAVE obstacles in 
our way. Yes, we have some challenges that must be 
overcome, and WE CAN DO IT!

First, we need to ensure that every Lion in every 
Lions club has a working email address and that it 
is recorded with LCI on their club roster – the club 
secretary must make this happen. Then each club’s 
leadership should create an email group of the entire 
club membership to better communicate information for 
service, membership and funding purposes.

By the way, we seem to have more than 10 club 
presidents with no listed e-mail. This makes it very 
difficult to communicate with the top club leadership. 
Let us take care of this issue.

Other advantages of confirming every member’s 
email are that our 9NE District Governor Team will 
be sharing valuable information during the year as we 
strive to grow our membership, support our foundations, 
and of course, continue to be the world’s largest service 
organization. 

The next thing to happen: once every Lion is “in-the-
loop,” the club’s leadership should be communicating 
regularly with the local media (at least once per month) 
to keep Lions service front-and-center.

By now each club president should have received a 
mailing from me with the new 9NE “guide-map.” This 
document has all the pertinent information regarding 
support for your club’s success and facts about the 
Lions District 9NE. Our 9NE calendar, roster of district 
leadership available to contact for assistance, and much 
more can be found to continue your club’s success and 
the growth of our district.

Speaking of growth in the District 9NE, your district 
membership team is currently working on starting up 
two new Lions clubs and at least five new Leo clubs. If 
you are interested in assisting with the formation of new 
clubs, please contact me. I want to thank the many clubs 

that continued to recruit new Lions during the past year, 
even with all the challenges.

 A new group that we will be involving in our district 
leadership is the “Zone Advisory Group.” This group 
consists of the club presidents and secretaries within 
the zone area working with the zone chair to advance 
the objectives of Lions and assist clubs as needed. Most 
advisory groups will get together during periodic zone 
meetings and district cabinet meetings.

Another new group that will be forming this fall 
while at our Oct. 30 9NE Leadership Conference will 
be our 9NE District Leo Cabinet to better serve our Leo 
clubs. This event will be the Leo retreat and we will be 
electing district officers.

The “FORUM” 
By now you have heard and read about the 2021 

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum to be held in Des 
Moines, Sept. 9-11. Well, are you signed up and ready to 
experience Lions learning and FUN!?! Your Forum Host 
Committee is looking forward to seeing you. If you have 
not yet signed up to volunteer, please contact me as soon 
as possible to volunteer to serve.

CLUB ACTIVITIES
BALLTOWN conducted a steak fry fundraiser.

BELLE PLAINE delivered Meals on Wheels.

CEDAR FALLS participated in funeral honor guards; rebuilt 
cars for families in need; prepared and planted the diabetes 
garden; oversaw Teacher Appreciation Week at Lincoln 
Elementary; sorted vegetables at the Blackhawk County 
Food Bank; conducted KidSight preschool screenings; and 
conducted an audit of the state office.

DUBUQUE NOON raised money selling ice cream at the 
Arboretum’s 40th anniversary event and raised flags for 
holidays.

FREDERICKSBURG redid the landscaping at the community 
city hall.

INDEPENDENCE conducted the annual White Cane 
fundraiser.

VAN HORNE collected cans and bottles for income to use for 
community projects and did a KidSight screening at Central 
Lutheran Preschool.

VINTON awarded scholarships to three seniors; served food 
and beverages to attendees at Vinton’s Party in the Park.

WAUKON honored the top 15% of the senior class; did a 
KidSight screening at West Elementary School; increased 
awareness in the community about recycling eyeglasses and 
set out more collection boxes.

WATERLOO collected eyeglasses; watered over 100 hanging 
flower baskets in downtown Waterloo.

WESTERN DUBUQUE prepared informational packets on 
diabetes and presented them at Epworth Community Meals.
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We Welcome New Members
 Club  Member Sponsor
 Denver John-Paul Sager Trish Samuelson
  Diane Sheridan Marvin Kramer
  Ryan Sheridan Marvin Kramer
  Duane Willhite Marvin Kramer
  April Wilson Marvin Kramer
 Independence Glen Fultz Harold Freeman
  Mary Weber Chris Waring
 Manchester Jackie Moorman Mary Poynor
  Tadd Moorman Mary Poynor
 Oelwein Mary Stivers 
 Urbana Bryan Schaeffer Marion Lamphier
 Waukon Larry Bajorinas Stephen Becker
  John Jensen Stephen Becker

In Memoriam
We are sorry for the loss of these dedicated members.

 Club  Member
 Cedar Falls Gary Lee Karkosh
  Ronald F. Seufferlein
 New Hampton Bob Svec
 Oelwein Gerald E. Clayburn
  Darwin Jack
 Postville David L Schutte
 Sumner Darrell Libke
  Robert Seamans
 Vinton Robert J. Phillips

CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Cedar Falls Lions Club
Cedar Falls Lions participated in Sturgis Falls Days 

in a big way. They had a presence in the parade with a 
banner, inflatable Lion and a 10-person bicycle. They 
also served over 600 people at a pancake breakfast 
outside in the park before and after worship services.

CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Independence Lions Club
Independence Lions Club celebrated its 90th 

anniversary on Aug. 1 at the Buchanan County 
Fairgrounds with a free hamburger or ribeye steak 
sandwich grilled by The Buchanan County Cattlemen.  

Bruce Berringer provided music entertainment for the 
day. A free will offering went to the Independence Area 
Food Bank.

AT YOUR SERVICE. (L-R) Lions Saul Shapiro, Kathy Duke, 
Dave Beaty, Linda Shapiro and Vandana Dodiya serve up the 
pancake breakfast during the Cedar Falls Sturgis Falls Days.

CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Vinton Lions Club
Vinton Lions completed their Trees Forever service 

project, pictured below, in June with great success. The 
club also celebrated its 100th year on July 6 with the 
community.

IN THE LEAD. Lions Fred Abraham and Linda Shapiro 
carrying the banner in the Sturgis Falls Day parade. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT. Vinton Lions plant trees for 

their Trees Forever Project.
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District 9EC
District Governor  

Paul Fugate
324 First St. SW

Mount Vernon, IA 52314
563-249-1964

northcedar09@hotmail.com

Hello from Mt. Vernon, Iowa!

My name is Paul Fugate and I am the new district 
governor in 9EC this year! I am proud to represent all 
of the Lions Clubs in this wonderful district and I am 
really excited to finally meet all of you in person for 
the upcoming year!

A little about myself. I am a member of the Mt. 
Vernon Lions Club. I was a Leo in 2007 before 
becoming a Lion in 2009. I work at the Mount 
Vernon Community School District and I love my 
job! I like to travel and I also love to play board 
games.

I’d like to first say thank you for being a Lion! 
Your service helps those who truly need it. You make 
a difference in the world!

My theme this year will be “Roar!” I believe it is 
time to get our Roar back!

Some of the goals this year are:

• To get 40 new members under the age of 40

• Acquire a disaster relief trailer

• +10 net membership

• Lions Leadership classes

• 90% of clubs reporting activities on MyLion

• Charter one new club

I know we can do this and I look forward 
to visiting your clubs and keep serving your 
communities.

9EC Club Activities
ANDOVER helped with Flags Over Cemetery. 

BLUE GRASS mowed for a senior; set out flags for 
Memorial Day; helped with recycling and composting. 

CEDAR RAPIDS NOON donated $1,800 to Wright 
Elementary School to purchase books for the school 
library.

ELDRIDGE put out the Avenue of Flags; cleaned up 
trash along the road between Eldridge and Long Grove; 
relayed eye tissue for the Lions Eye Bank; collected 
eyeglasses; conducted a KidSight screening.  

LOW MOOR helped raise and lower 40 flags in the area 
Elvire Cemetery.

LOWDEN conducted a KidSight screening; set up a food 
trailer; and held city wide garage sales. 

MARION NOON conducted a White Cane collection. 

MILES held a garage, bake and plant sale. 

MONTICELLO awarded scholarships.

MOUNT VERNON donated scholarships to high school 
seniors; held its annual golf tournament; participated 
in Mount Vernon Clean Up; distributed trees for Mount 
Vernon. 

PRESTON had a food stand at Preston Days. 

STANWOOD helped with Virdi Eye Golf Classic; held 
several KidSight screenings. 

TIPTON donated to Trees Forever; helped build several 
ramps; did its Flags Over Tipton project; donated to the 
public library for the purchase of new steps.

New Members
 Member  Sponsor Club
 Staffany T. Hamer Paul Fugate Mt. Vernon

Deceased Members
George E. Kunau — Clinton

Kristi Ernst — Eldridge
PEACEFUL SLUMBER. Bellevue Area Lions donated $1,356 
to Sleep In Heavenly Peace of Jackson County. The funds 
will purchase 5 1/2 beds for children in need who are currently 
sleeping on floors.
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A HELPING HAND. DeWitt Noon Lions collected items for the 
Dewitt Referral Center.

EASIER ACCESS. Tipton Lions Club built another ramp for 
someone needing handicap access to their home.

JUST BEACHY. Bettendorf Lions entered a tropical-themed float in the town’s Fourth of July parade.

Celebration of Life
for Lion Joe Cook

Aug. 7, 2021 
LJL Hall, Center Point, Iowa 

2:00-6:00 p.m.

9EC Fall Rally
Nov. 6, 2021

Eldridge, Iowa
Watch for details in upcoming issues  

of The Iowa Lion magazine!
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District 9MC
District Governor  
William Shutters

9807 Quail Ridge Rd.
Urbandale, IA 50322

515-326-0060
washutters@gmail.com

Greetings Lions,

We are looking forward to a GREAT YEAR. Here 
to serve you is the 9MC District Governor Team for 
2021-2022:  

District Governor William Shutters from the 
Urbandale Lions Club,

First Vice District Governor David Coates from 
the Johnston Lions Club

Second Vice District Governor Jimmy Bacon 
from the Des Moines South Lions Club, and

District Secretary/Treasurer Janice Carpenter 
from the Newton Lions Club.

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT

Sully Lions Club
The Sully Lions Club was organized by A.H. White 

on September 15, 1953, with 41 charter members. 
Dr. R.L. Bartley was elected club president; Dr. M.R. 
Anderson, secretary; and Peter Lanser; treasurer. The 
charter fee was $5 per member and the club dues were 
$12 per year. The club met on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
at the Sully Community Building. 

The Lynnville Lions Club was the sponsoring club 
and the club was in District 9-B. The charter night was 
January 15, 1954.  The tail twisters for the charter night 
were members of the Lynnville Lions Club and the first 
Newton Lions Club. 

Don Musgrove was elected as club secretary in 
1959 and served several terms as club president. He is 
still an active member of the club and has a wealth of 
knowledge about the Sully Lions Club.

  The Sully Lions Club sponsored the Pella Lions 
Club, which later sponsored the Leighton Lions Club.  In 
1989, the Sully Lions Club sponsored the Sully Lioness 
Club, which was chartered on January 23, 1990 with 22 
members. The Sully Lioness Club is no longer chartered. 
Some of the Lioness members joined the Lions club. 
Lion Myrna Goodyk was the first woman inducted as a 
member of the Sully Lions in 1997. She also served as 
the first female president of the Sully Lions Club. The 
club also sponsored the Reasoner Lions Club, which is 
no longer chartered.

A number of members of the Sully Lions Club have 
served at the district level. Robert Dunsbergen served 
as zone chair. His son, Bruce, served as zone and region 
chair. Myrna Goodyk served as zone chair and Peace 
Poster chair. Loren Terpstra served as cabinet secretary/
treasurer in 1998-1999. Marv Goodyk served as district 
governor in 1998-1999.  PDG Marv then served 18 years 
as MD-9 Leadership Development Coordinator.

The Sully Lions Club has been instrumental 
in helping many individuals over the years. They 
provide eyeglasses to the financially-challenged in 
the community, conduct KidSight screening, award 
scholarships to high school seniors at Lynnville Sully  
and Pella Christian high schools. Each year the club 
sponsors students to attend HOBY for leadership 
development. They donate to both Lions Clubs 
International Foundation and the Iowa Lions Foundation, 
as well as local organizations.

The Sully Lions sponsor a yearly blood drive, the 
United Fund drive and have established an energy 
assistance program to help needy families with their 

9MC New Members
 MEMBER  CLUB SPONSOR

 Isabel Danicich Ames Campus Joaquin Matticoli                             

 Shannon Osadjan Ames Campus 

 Jake Welke Ames Campus Isabel Danicich                                 

 Alexander Cook Dysart Greg Lyons 

 Beth Cook Dysart Sherry Lyons                                     

 Henry Holtmeyer Dysart Greg Lyons                                             

 Shelia Kotouc Dysart Greg Lyons                                        

 Mark Smith East Des Moines Kim Smith                            

 Frank Astalosh Grinnell 

 David Kette Grinnell Thomas Latimer                   

 Jean Ketter Grinnell Thomas Latimer                                    

 Jacob Jefferson Grundy Center Jennifer Dittmer

 Jenifer Jefferson Grundy Center Jacob Jefferson                               

 Rose Jefferson Grundy Center Jenifer Jefferson                                     

 Sue Bennett Johnston Thomas Leffler                                            

 Kara Steele Johnston Jennifer Montgomery                         

 Kaylene Steele Johnston Jennifer Montgomery                            

 Jeff Charley Reinbeck Dale Wambold                     

 Ben Robertson Reinbeck Andrew McQuillen                      

 Robert Sayre Reinbeck Dale Wambold                                 

 Christine Semler-Blue Story City Dale Henricks                                         

 Ole Skaar Story City
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energy bills.   

To finance these projects, the Sully Lions have 
been creative in their fundraising by means of truck 
rodeos, consignment auctions, Christmas tree sales, 
donkey basketball, Ozark shows, variety shows, golf 
tournaments, Tulip Time concessions, 4th of July 
dinners and concessions for many community events.  

Their motto is “WE SERVE.” It is fitting that they 
often find themselves serving food so they can serve 
humanity.

WE SERVE DISTRICT 9MC
AMES collected food for the Food Bank; collected 
eyeglasses.

AMES EVENING helped with Beep Baseball.

BONDURANT supported a pork loin stand during the 
Bondurant Summerfest on June 14-15; provided funds 
to support two months of the Bondurant Art Department 
calendar.

DYSART offered a variety of grilled foods and cold 
drinks at the 9th annual Backroads Vintage Market on 
Main Street; ran the Lions Concession Stand at the 
baseball park for 11 days; collected 32 units of blood 
during a community blood drive; assisted with the 
placing of flags for Memorial Day.

GRINNELL picked up trash from both sides of Highway 
146 over a substantial stretch.

GRUNDY CENTER raised $1,300 collecting soda cans 
and bottles for recycling; sponsored a team for the 
annual Grundy County Relay for Life to support the work 
of the American Cancer Society; donated $500 to Lions 
Clubs International Foundation and $500 to the Iowa 
Lions Foundation.

MARSHALLTOWN delivered Meals on Wheels; 
collected donated eyeglasses to recycle; collected 
money from the Lions Mint program; popped and sold 
popcorn at Hy-Vee as a fundraiser to assist needy 
families.

MITCHELLVILLE reviewed nominations and selected a 
(residential, business or service organization) property to 
be recognized as Yard of the Month for July 2021.

MONTEZUMA donated and erected a flagpole for a park 
in Montezuma which will permanently fly the state flag of 
Iowa and the Lions Clubs International flag; mowed and 
maintained the park; picked up litter from the city streets 
and right of way.

DES MOINES SOUTH helped with Beep Baseball.

URBANDALE contributed $500 to IRIS.

WEST DES MOINES awarded four $500 scholarships to 
graduating seniors from West Des Moines Valley High 
School.

In Memoriam
Robert Beattie — Altoona

Ann Moyna — Altoona
Keith Krueger — Ankeny
Dwayne Luze — Dysart

Don Rittgers — Johnston
Marilyn Berthelsen — Kellogg
Ernest Lemmert — Prairie City
Ernest Anfinson — Story City

PARADE HONOR. 
(Above photo) 
Gladbrook Lions 
Club Charter Member 
LeRoy Thomsen 
rides in honor in the 
Gladbrook Fourth of 
July parade.

FLYING HIGH. (Left 
photo) Montezuma 
Lions Club erected 
a flag pole at the 
Lions Wayside Park 
along Highway 63. 
The donated pole will 
permanently fly the 
Iowa and Lions Clubs 
International flags.
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District 9SW
District Governor  

Allen Zobel
1119 N. Division St.

Audubon, Iowa 50025
712-304-5066

calz@mediacombb.net

Hello, 9SW Lions and MD9 Lions. As your 
returning 9SW district governor, I am making a 
promise that this time I will be personally serving my 
entire term or through several PDG’s that are on my 
cabinet. Previously, I was unprepared for my partner-
in-service to be diagnosed with cancer. The 9SW 
goals were only known by one other person and only I 
knew my action plan.  

As we move forward, my goals, theme and even 
strategy of “IN IT TO WIN IT” has been shared 
using Lions Clubs International’s Club Excellence 
Award, so clubs can focus on just five fundamental 
areas.  

1. Giving to LCIF (which 100% of the clubs did in 
2020 – 2021).

2. Do three service activities of which one be a new 
one.

3. Officers receive training which can be done 
at home through the Global Leadership Team 
coordinator via phone conference, personal visit 
from her or me, and Lions “Learning Center 
Courses. 

4. Use media to make your club visible with several 
ways to do that.

5. Achieve a positive growth at the end of the year!  

Our 9SW theme of “IN IT TO WIN IT” is not just 
about an award or winning the pizza contest in your 
zone. It is really about making your club a winner by 
growing in members and getting stronger to reinforce 
your 9SW Lions district capabilities and services.  

Does this philosophy work to build a club? In one 
case, it grew a club from 20 members to soon-to-be 
62 members. It has increased the club’s visibility 
by doing media productions, such as a club trifold 
brochure, Facebook exposure and full-page stories in 
the local paper. All of these activities attract and make 
it easier to recruit new members. Next, the club has 
always donated funds to LCIF, as well as some of its 

members making individual donations. 

Every year one or more officers attend training set 
up by the 9SW cabinet. This means giving up one 
Saturday morning while getting a free meal with the 
training.

Do these five things and ask everyone to join as 
you do your activities and your club should grow.   

If you’re not sure how to go about growing your 
club, be aware that the 9SW Global Action Team of 
Past Council Chair Pat Parker, Global Leadership 
Team Coordinator Ardie Klemish, PCC Diana 
Benzing and 1st Vice District Governor Dawn 
Goodsell are planning a seminar on “Retention and 
Adding New Members.” One of the seminars will be 
set up in the north part of 9SW and the other in the 
south half of 9SW. This is part of the action plan for 
growth and member retention.  

So, what is there to celebrate as part of 9SW in this 
uniquely frustrating 2020 -2021? First and foremost 
is the unbelievable. I still need to pinch myself at 
ending the year with a plus 3 growth when many 
clubs haven’t even met since March of 2019. 9SW can 
proudly hold up the Norm Dean Membership Growth 
Award plaque that was presented to District 9SW at 
the state convention. Oh, there were times in 9SW 
when we went crashing down in May to -5 members. 
We ended challenging the 9SW cabinet members (and 
others) to find new members and one-by-one members 
showed up on LCI, salvaging the positive growth.  

Just think, if every Lions club would challenge 
themselves to be +1 to +3 by the end of the year as 
the Club Achievement Award “IN IT TO WIN IT” 
campaign states, we can blow that 9SW district goal 
of being +40 out the window. That does not include 
the members from two or three branch clubs we want 
to start during this year. We have several Lions ready 
to answer the call of Guiding Lion. We are armed and 
ready to take on the challenge.   

The 9SW cabinet is relatively new to serving at 
the district level. How did 9SW locate dedicated new 
Lions to serve on an almost-full cabinet? We called 
several Lions in various clubs that were discovered 
in the “Officer History” section who had birthdays 
after 1950 and had multiple office terms of various 
positions in local clubs. Many stated they were very 
busy changing jobs or family commitments and, in 
each case, it was acknowledged that yes, family and 
jobs come first. It is important to respect their reasons 
but then ask if they would serve maybe next year or 
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down the road. Many said “yes” and will allow us to 
call them again.

Very few said “No, I am not interested”. With 
the people answering “yes,” they were asked if 
they would be willing to possibly serve as a district 
governor in the future. By asking our people, 9SW 
now has a list of nine possible candidates to step up 
as DGs sometime in the future. The isolation of the 
pandemic this last year gave me time to make this a 
reality for 9SW and an almost-complete cabinet.

With younger Lions serving in many areas and new 
Lions in these positions (especially in zone chairs), 
District 9SW is filling the leadership void.  

What else do we need to be excited about? As 
district governor, it was encouraging to hear at my 
first meeting the cabinet members’ goals and how they 
plan to better serve our clubs in 9SW in a variety of 
ways. 

Publicity and Media Chair Juanita Reynard will 
create professional looking brochures, flyers, tickets 
for raffles and more. She also will be helping to raise 
money for Iowa Lion Foundation by designing 9SW 
Convention Program Ads for $25 or $50. 

In the new position of Global Membership 
Satisfaction Team Chair, Lion Melanie Parker will 
work individually with all 9SW clubs to hold a service 
project workshop – not a lecture but a workshop – to 
find new service projects. This is especially important 
as clubs reopen from the pandemic. 

Nearly every cabinet member is willing to help any 
club in 9SW to make it better and stronger, through 
helping you to attain new goals and new activity in 
your club.

From the above you can see the feeling of 
excitement as one of my new club members stated 
to me in his email, “We are going to have an 
Outstanding Year!” We want that to happen, not just 
for the district (now at 52 clubs), but for every club. 
We are BACK AGAIN! and “IN IT TO WIN IT!”

Welcome to 9SW & MD9
Lions recruited in May, June & July

 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Adair  Diane P Neumeyer Donna Sheeder

 Audubon Nichole Rochester Tracey Armentrout

 Clearfeild David L. Leonard Linden Leonard

 Clearfield Dan Thomson Alan Rusk

 Diagonal Issac Lumbard

 Diagonal Ryan Parrot Kevin Klommhaus

 Diagonal Owen Whittington Jp Whittington

 Exira  Nick Peppers Ron Juelsgaard

 Hamburg Branch Odessa Hall

 Hamburg Branch Steve L. Hall

 Hamburg Branch Steve R. Hansen

 Hamburg Branch Vicki Hansen

 Hamburg Branch Michelle Hendrickson

 Hamburg Branch Troy Hendricksen

 Hamburg Branch Christopher L. Staley

 Hamburg Branch Melinda Staley

 Hamburg Branch Kaitlin Stockwell

 Hamburg Branch Alisha J. Thompson

 Hamburg Branch Chad Thompson

 Hamburg Branch Emily Welch Lisa Welch

 Hamburg Branch Karen Wells Mike Wells

 Indianola Noon  Richard Clarke Rick Wilson

 Indianola Noon  Cindy Kempf Roger Foelske

 Indianola Noon  Rory Kempf Roger Foelske

 Indianola Noon  Ryan A. Mack Greg Avitt

 Indianola Noon  Trevor B. Yanda Greg Avitt

 Jamaica Josh A. Atwell Tim Mcdermott

 Lamoni Mark Hensley Paul Davis

 Leon Shannon Erb Jonathan Erb

 Missouri Valley Carrie M. Goodsell Joshua Goodsell

 Murray Mike Ashby Pat O’neil

 Norwalk Richard Graves 

 Panora  Steve Delaney Patrick Parker

 Perry Patrick J. Graney Richard Saemisch

 Waukee Alexis R. Hubert Teresa Smith

 Waukee Stephanie A Gwinn Clint Cole

 Winterset  Amara Huffine Linda Dubb

SERVICE ACTIVITIES DATA FOR 2020 - 2021
With the length of my report on new members, a big plus for us, I am providing a summary of 
activities that 9SW put on MyLion last year.

 PEOPLE SERVICE VOLUNTEER FUNDS  FUNDS
 SERVED ACTIVITIES HOURS DONATED RAISED 

 88,125 726 9061 $90,639 $71,332

WE SERVED EVEN IN THE PANDEMIC—WAY TO GO 9SW IN HELPING OTHERS!
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District 9SE
District Governor  

Nancy Oehler Love
2865 290th St.

Crawfordsville, IA 52621
319-461-1636

ncoehler@gmail.com

Greetings, fellow Lions, from District 9 SE. I was 
pleased to discover that our International President 
Douglas Alexander had chosen “Service from the Heart” 
as his theme for this year. I have chosen “The Power 
of Love” as my theme for my district governor year 
because it is all about giving from the heart. Our motto 
as Lions is “We Serve” and service is the lifeblood of 
what we do as Lions. 

We are Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services. 
We are called to do so with love, kindness and gratitude 
as we create and sustain the faithful service that defines 
us as Lions. The Power of Love is in the here and now 
as we reach out to serve in our communities and in the 
world. 

As our founder Melvin Jones stated, “You can’t get 
very far until you start doing something for someone 
else.” When we make it our own, we give what we can. 
And that, my fellow Lions, is contagious!

Let’s go back and talk about service. Indeed, as 
Lions, we belong to the largest service organization 
in the world with 1.4 million members serving in over 
45,000 clubs from over 200 countries. 

International President Douglas Alexander says, 
“Service to others is the rent we pay for the space we 
occupy here on earth.” 

What does your space look like? Are you serving 
with a passion and a purpose? Are you a beacon of light 
shining in your community? When was it that you truly 
became a Lion? 

Yes. As Lions, we serve. 

S is for seeing the future. 

E is for engaging and developing others. 

R is for reinventing continuously. 

V is for valuing results and relationships. 

E is for embodying the values. 

Yes. As Lions, We serve. We are called to go, listen, 

join and act as we strive to be the best that we can be, 
ever mindful of the Power of Love.  

My goals include an increase in service projects at the 
club level and the reporting thereof at both the club and 
district levels with the assistance of my Global Service 
Team Coordinator Paul Hain.

Why report? It puts our clubs on the map and 
demonstrates local pride. It also shows that we are 
indeed making a difference in the lives of those we serve 
because people want to participate in tangible change.   

 In the area of leadership, it is my goal to implement 
a solid foundation in the area of officer training, 
working hand-in-hand with my Global Leadership Team 
Coordinator Debbie Doty. This is essential not only for 
the functioning of our local clubs, but also for building 
a plan for succession in leadership at the district level – 
something that is currently sorely lacking in our district.   

Education in the workings of the Lions Club 
International Foundation, as well as contributions to the 
same, also has a place among my goals for the year with 
my LCIF Trustee Nancy Slack. 

It is my intention to lead by example through 
quarterly donations to Campaign 100, for it is through 
LCIF that we are being called back to the redeeming 
value of service as we support vision, hunger, the 
environment, diabetes, childhood cancer, disaster relief, 
humanitarian efforts and youth.  

Finally, in the area of membership, it is the year of 
the Global Membership Approach. With the help of my 
Global Membership Team Coordinator Bryan Bross, we 
will revitalize, rejuvenate and remotivate our clubs. My 
goal being to build a team, build a vision, build a plan 
and celebrate success. It’s time to add more members 
than we lose, starting new clubs and motivating the 
members that we already have. Remember: teamwork 
makes the dream work – together everyone accomplishes 
more!

And so as we come together in this new Lions year, it 
is my sincere hope that you, too, will focus on the Power 
of Love – Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services, 
that is, for where there’s a need, there’s a Lion!

Deceased Members
(as reported in MyLCI for May & June)

 Club  Member Years a Lion
 Iowa City John Koch  22 Years

 Keosauqua Rodney W. Robinson 47 Years

 Ottumwa Noon Brenda L. Sieren 7 Years 

 Winfield Myers M. Rossiter 50 Years
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Welcome New Members
 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Brighton David McArtor  Jan Miller 

 Brighton Kristi McArtor Jan Miller 

 Clear Creek Benjamin Carhoff  John Grace 

 Clear Creek Jenny Carhoff Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek William Carhoff Jenny Carhoff

 Clear Creek Lindsey Downes Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Madeline Brooke Downes Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Morgan Evelyn Downes Tina Grace

 Clear Creek Jessica Field Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Trevor Haasis John Grace 

 Clear Creek Eian Harris John Grace 

 Clear Creek Samantha J Harris Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Jason Hayes John Grace 

 Clear Creek Monica Hayes Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Alyssa Litweiller 

 Clear Creek Kim Lynn Steinke Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Kaylieh Wagner Monica Hayes 

 Clear Creek Pam Wagner Tina Grace 

 Clear Creek Tyler Wagner Monica Hayes

 Grandview-Letts James David Hodges Kevin Schlutz

 Keosauqua Darin Mahon  Mark Woodruff

 Lone Tree Ruby Dickey Thomas Dickey 

 Lone Tree Joe Donovan  Paul Hain 

 Lone Tree Riley Donovan  Joe Donovan

 Melcher-Dallas Stephanie Ann Ripperger Madonna Kadera

 Oskaloosa  Kara Arnold Michelle Kent

 Ottumwa Noon Katherine Smith Jill Budde 

 Ottumwa Noon Susan Woodford Cindy Kurtz-Hopkins

 Solon Centennial Ryan Bentrim  Greg Kuennen

 Winfield Cheryl Hueholt-Glasgow  Larry Jennings

CLEAN-UP TEAM UP. Columbus Junction Lions team up with 
local track and field and cross country athletes for the Adopt-
a-Road Clean-up. The club will receive the Group Governor’s 
Volunteer Award for participating in the Iowa DOT Adopt-A-
Highway Program for many years.

Club Activities
BIRMINGHAM served biscuits and gravy breakfast, 
served tenderloin supper.

CLEAR CREEK put up over 315 flags and welcomed 17 
new members.

COLUMBUS JUNCTION collected and sorted 62 
pairs of used eyeglasses for recycling; sponsored a 
community blood drive; donated $1,000 to Iowa Lions 
Foundation, $100 to LCIF Campaign 100 to fulfill multi-
year pledge; held a club fundraiser yard sale with 
proceeds funding annual college scholarships awarded 
by the club.

CORYDON donated $200 to the local Learn to Swim 
program, $100 to LCIF, $500 to Friends of Walden Park 
for rubberized surface for kids playground, $500 to Circle 
of Freedom home for women released from prison to 
start their new lives; collected scrap metal; put up flags 
around town square in honor of Memorial Day; delivered 
Meals on Wheels.

CRAWFORDSVILLE held a community blood drive; 
participated in roadside clean-up; assisted an individual 
in her home.

GRANDVIEW-LETTS held a blood drive; served food 
and lemonade at annual Farm Life Fest; donated $100 
to Camp Courageous.

IOWA CITY prepared publicity about club’s 100-year 
anniversary event; assisted one person in procuring 
eyeglasses; screened 98 kids in a KidSight screening; 
transported tissue to Iowa Lions Eye Bank; attended 
MD9 State Convention.

LEIGHTON prepared food, set up seating and arranged 
parking for annual July 4th celebration.

LONE TREE held the club’s annual Family Picnic; 
Camille Dunn from the Cochlear Implant Center gave 
a very informative speech about their work; folded, 
inventoried and stored camp tee shirts at Camp 
Courageous; presented 50-hour and 100-hour Young 
Leaders in Service Awards to two students at Lone Tree 
Community High School.

NORTH LIBERTY placed and retrieved flags in honor of 
Memorial Day and Flag Day.

OSKALOOSA screened two children for Iowa KidSight 
at SONshine Preschool; volunteered to clean the local 
YMCA Day Camp and prepare the environment for 
children.

SOLON CENTENNIAL KidSight screened 88 children; 
assisted Solon Optimists in setting up and taking down 
flags for Memorial Day and Flag Day.

WASHINGTON purchased two pairs of eyeglasses, one 
for an adult, one for a child; donated six hearing aids.
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District 9NW
No District Governor 

at this time

This month’s newsletter  
prepared by a task force of 

9NW Past District Governors

Never, Never, Never Give In!
Those words were spoken by Winston Churchill 

some 80 years ago when the world was aflame with 
war. Peace and prosperity were threatened by the 
evil forces of authoritarianism and dictatorship. 
Those words ring true every bit as much today in 
our pandemic-ridden reality full of changes and 
uncertainty. Perhaps many of those changes were 
already there but we just did not see them; surely 
COVID-19 opened our eyes!

Our district has no governor this Lions year. It has 
become harder and harder to find Lion leaders willing 
to take on the work, travel and responsibilities that are 
included with the job, especially in a year when the 
pandemic made everything so much harder. Yet, there 
are many fine Lions in our district that would qualify 
for this prestigious job one day so we are hopeful for 
the future. Never give in!

So, you wonder, what will happen now? No 
worries, a group of experienced past district governors 
have formed a new task force to serve our clubs. This 
author (Stefan Sandberg) is proud to be one of them! 
Naturally, since this is a new situation for everyone, 
it will take some time before it all clicks together but 
we are ready to follow the classic Lions motto, WE 
SERVE!

PDG Cliff Weldon from Fort 
Dodge will be one of our front men 
and will take care of club visits, 
LCIF matters and more. Highly 
respected, he served with distinction 
as district governor in 2002-2003 
and is a long-time club secretary in 
the Fort Dodge Noon Lions Club. He 

can be reached at by phone at (515) 408-8145 or by 
e-mail at iatiger@frontiernet.net.

Also well known and respected is PDG Dale 
Schoening from the Boone Lions Club. In addition to 
being a trustee for our Iowa Lions Foundation, PDG 

Dale will also be our contact with the 
incoming council of governors and 
with the state office in Ames. PDG 
Dale served as our DG in 2019-2020 
and is well remembered by our clubs. 
His contact information is (515) 290-
7737 or daschoening@gmail.com.

PDG Glenn 
Markley from the Rolfe Lions Club 
will be another of our task force 
members. He will assist with club 
visits and more. A driving force 
in our district, PDG Glenn served 
as DG in 2014-2015 and can be 
reached at (712) 848-3284 or email 

at glenn.markley@gmail.com. 

More than ever we will need to 
communicate with each other and 
with our clubs this coming year, 
so naturally, PDG Stefan Sandberg 
is on the team as well. He served 
as DG in 2013-2014 and has been 
the editor of our monthly 9NW 
Newsflashes ever since. He will coordinate our district 
pages in The Iowa Lion. Send him all your stories and 
pictures to stefandg1314@gmail.com. The more the 
better! We need to bang on our drums and energize 
ourselves from COVID sadness.

Lion Ray Ohlinger, steady as a 
rock, will continue as our district 
secretary/treasurer as before. Any 
questions about dues? He is your go-
to guy who knows all the answers. 
He can be reached by email at 
ohlingerrh@gmail.com or by phone 
at (712) 358-3627. Many other of 

our district cabinet members will carry on in the new 
year and we will publish their names in an upcoming 
issue.  

Of course, Immediate Past 
District Governor Roger Curtis is 
on our task force as well, having put 
in a yeoman’s job in the past and a 
very difficult year. He will be our 
incoming Iowa Lions Foundation 
trustee in 2021-2022, but please give 
this man a break and let him catch up with his own life 
for a little while. The rest of us will just have to get the 
job done for now. Give us a try! Never give in!

Cliff Weldon

Dale Schoening

Glenn Markley

Stefan Sandberg

Ray Ohlinger

Roger Curtis

mailto:iatiger%40frontiernet.net?subject=District%209NW
mailto:daschoening%40gmail.com?subject=District%209NW
mailto:glenn.markley%40gmail.com?subject=District%209NW
mailto:stefandg1314%40gmail.com?subject=District%209NW%20news
mailto:ohlingerrh%40gmail.com?subject=District%209NW
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CLUB ACTIVITIES
AKRON has a successful Father’s Day Golf 
Tournament, raising over $1,500.

CARROLL KidSight screened 64 kids at the 
Carroll Day Care Center.

CHURDAN delivered Meals on Wheels five 
days a week, every week; poured a concrete 
slab for the old Churdan School sign.

You are 
Cordially Invited 

to attend the 

100th 
Anniversary Celebration 

of the 
Fort Dodge Noon Lions Club 

(1921-2021) 

Saturday, Aug. 28
starting at 5:30 p.m. 

at the Lions Den 
731 Exposition Dr, Fort Dodge 

RSVP by Aug. 18 
number of people attending and menu selection 

(meltaway roast beef or almond chicken). 
For more information, contact  

PDG Cliff Weldon at iatiger@frontiernet.net.

Welcome New Members
 As reported on MyLCI for May & June

 Member  Club Sponsor
 Eric Smith Churdan Jeff Pudenz

 Joe D. Towers Churdan Tim Towers

Deceased Members
(as reported in MyLCI for May & June)

 Member  Club Years a Lion

 David Ahlrichs Rockwell City 34 years

 Larry Benne Sioux City 22 years

SHOW IT OFF. Grand Junction Lions will hold their annual Lions Club Show & Shine on Aug. 7 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Open to cars, trucks, motorcycles and tractors. Food and drinks will be available on site. See flyer on Page 25.

mailto:iatiger%40frontiernet.net?subject=Fort%20Dodge%20Noon%20Lions%20100th%20Anniversary
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District 9NC
District Governor  

Stanley P. Johnson
32697 Terrace Ave.

New Hartford, IA 50660
319-240-2211

stanpjohnson15@gmail.com

Greetings From Your New 
District Governor

Hello fellow Lions. I am Stanley P. Johnson, 
district governor of 9NC for 2021-2022.

To start, I would like to thank everybody for 
all the support and confidence shown me in my 
bid for district governor.

A little about me: I have farmed and trucked 
all my life. I have been a Lion for 38 years. I 
was president two years at New Hartford. I have 
been a board member at New Hartford for eight 
years. I have served as zone chair for 19 years 
and have been on the 9NC cabinet for 20-plus 
years.

I know I have some big shoes to fill, having 
worked with 20-plus district governors over the 
years.

My goals are to increase, or at least maintain, 
membership in 9NC and to visit all the clubs in 
the district.

I do have to take time out in August and 
September to have a hip replacement due to 
losing a fight with a bull.

Attention Club Secretaries
As of mid-July, 11 9NC club secretaries have 

not recorded their 2021-2022 club officers in 
the MyLCI database. Without this information 
it is difficult to communicate with club officers, 
to mail dues statements, and to send copies of 
The Iowa Lion. Let’s take care of this issue.

CLUB ACTIVITIES
EAGLE GROVE sold rootbeer floats as a 
fundraiser with funds raised going to needy people.

HAMPTON delivered Meals on Wheels on a weekly 
basis and helped the City of Hampton serve a meal 
for the city’s 150 Plus One celebration.

MASON CITY EVENING members received 
training on how to properly clean grave stones to 
make the stones readable.

NEW HARTFORD hosted omelet breakfasts as 
fundraisers in May and June and sold hamburgers 
during Beaver Creek Days. Both projects are 
fundraisers to support the Community Building.

NORTHWOOD presented David Ver Herst a 
service certificate for being a club member for 43 
years; provided a $500 scholarship to Sydney 
Welch; and conducted a Life Serve Blood Drive, 
yielding 19 pints of blood.

OSAGE kicked off a subscription flag project 
whereby flags will be displayed at subscriber 
properties on Flag Day, July 4, Labor Day and 
Veterans Day.

SHEFFIELD reported on their Adopt-A-Highway 
cleanup project.

We are sorry for the loss  
of this dedicated Lion

 Member  Club Years a Lion
 Sandra Dannenbring Parkersburg 8 years 

TRIVIA WARRIOR. 9NC Past District Governor Lisa 
Prochaska, left, displays excitement at getting a correct answer 
during trivia night at the MD9 State Convention. Past Council 
Chair Paul Hain from District 9SE doesn’t seem quite as 
excited as PDG Lisa.
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ALL IN THE FAMILY. District Governor Stan Johnson inducts an entire family of members into the Northwood Lions Club. Pictured 
(L-R) are Ryan Welch, Ethan Welch, DG Stan Johnson, Sydney Welch and Heather Welch.

My First Official Club Visit
My first official club visit was to the 

Northwood Lions Club. At that meeting, 
it was my pleasure to welcome the Ryan 
E. Welch family into membership. The 
family unit consists of the parents Ryan 
and Heather and their children Ethan and 
Sydney, both of whom are students. 

The reader will note in the Club Activities 
section that Sydney was recently awarded a 
scholarship from the Northwood Club. 

Kudos to Michael Godfrey for recruiting 
the Welch family into membership. The 
addition of the Welch family increases 
Northwood’s membership from 13 to 17.

We Welcome New Members
 CLUB  MEMBER SPONSOR

 Algona Jessica S Ubben Bahne Struecker

 Clear Lake Evening Benjamin F Riggin III Thomas Sherman

  Lisa M Riggin Thomas Sherman

 Eagle Grove Jared S Carder Carrie Niehaus

  Barb J Johnston Janice Rowen

  Selvie Roosa Donna Madson

 Iowa Falls Jeff Burchfield Mike Nissly

 Northwood Ethan E Welch Michael Godfrey

  Heather A. Welch Michael Godfrey

  Ryan E. Welch Michael Godfrey

  Sydney A. Welch Michael Godfrey

 Parkersburg Shirley Mae Janssen Janet Junker
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By DG Bill Shutters
MD9 Diabetes Awareness Chair

J is a 6-7 inch long j-shaped organ weighing just a 
few ounces that sits across the back of the abdomen – 
behind the stomach, below the liver, above the small 
intestine and connects to the gallbladder. 

J has a head, neck, body and tail. His head is on the 
right side of the abdomen and connects to the duodenum 
(the first section of the small intestine) through a small 
tube called the pancreatic duct. The narrow end of J is 
called his tail and extends to the left side of the body. 
Between J’s head and tail are his neck and body.  (See 
illustration.)

A few details about J, his history and his activities: J 
was first identified by the Greek physician and surgeon 
Herophilus (335-280 BC). Several centuries later, 
the Greek surgeon and anatomist known as Rufus of 
Ephesus (rufus means red blond) (circa 70-150 AD)  
gave J his name from the Greek (pan, “all” or “whole”) 
and (kreas, “flesh”) to the Latin “pancreas.” 

The study of J has another interesting chapter. 
On March 2, 1642, a German émigré, Johann Georg 
Wirsung discovered the pancreatic duct in the San 
Francisco Monastery in Padua, Italy. He was dissecting a 
man recently hung for murder. 

Instead of publishing his discovery, he engraved a 
sketch of the duct on a sheet of copper and sent imprints 
to leading anatomists in Europe. Wirsung was murdered 
by a student, Giacomo Cambier, a year after the 
discovery, claiming he discovered the duct and Wirsung 
stole his discovery.

In 1648 another student, Moritz Hoffman, said he was 

the discoverer. Wirsung never knew the importance of 
his discovery, but it was called the “duct of Wirsung.”  

The pancreas originated from the forgut, a precursor 
tube to part of the digestive tract, as a dorsal (back) bud 
and a ventral (belly) bud. As they develop, the ventral 
bud rotates to the dorsal side and the two buds fuse. The 
pancreas is visible in the ultrasound of a 6-week human 
embryo. 

J’s function remained unknown until 1848 when 
French physiologist Claude Bernard demonstrated the 
pancreas played a role in the digestion of fats. In 1889, 
German Oskar Minkowski found another function of 
the pancreas when he discovered that removing a dog’s 
pancreas caused it to become diabetic.  

J functions as a gland. J is 1% endocrine and 99% 
digestive exocrine gland. Endocrine releases directly into 
the circulatory system while exocrine releases secretions 
through ducts opening into a canal rather than the blood 
stream.

As an endocrine gland, J functions predominately 
to regulate blood glucose levels by secreting the 
hormones insulin, glucagon, somastatin and pancreatic 
polypeptide. As part of the digestive system, J functions 
as an exocrine gland secreting pancreatic juice into the 
duodenum through the pancreatic duct. 

This pancreatic juice contains a number of chemicals 
and digestive enzymes: 

• Bicarbonate to neutralize acid entering from the 
stomach; 

• Trypsin and chymotrypsin for the digestion of 
proteins; 

• Amylase for the digestion of starches and other 
carbohydrates; and 

• Lipase to breakdown fats.

J also secretes a protein called pancreatic secretory 
trypsin inhibitor, which binds with the trypsin to protect 
J from digesting itself. On the average day, J secretes 
1000 +/- 500 ml (1-3 pints) of pancreatic juice into the 
main pancreatic duct and .3 to .5 cc of insulin (less than 
1/8 teaspoon) into the bloodstream. 

The endocrine portion of J is located in J’s tail and 
that’s where the insulin producing islets of Langerhans 
are located. The head, neck and body of J, which 
comprises 85% of the his mass, is the exocrine portion.  

When a top pancreatic physician at the University of 
Chicago was asked, “Will they ever invent an artificial 
Pancreas?” His simple answer was “No,” with the 
complex reason “The pancreas has multiple functions.”

J will never be replaced by a robot. He is busy.

Me and J (Part 1)

ID 97048164 © Anna Bocharova | Dreamstime.com

https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-illustration-pancreas-vector-image-duodenum-light-blue-background-medical-illustration-internal-organs-r-image97048164
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“The clinic’s patients got the produce first, then Lion 
volunteers,” Congdon said. “With the expansion we’re 
planning to have enough to take some to community 
meals programs and the food bank.”

The UnityPoint Endocrinology Department has been 
teaching patients about the need for good nutrition and 
food preparation. 

The Lions will hold classes on gardening. Participants 
who help with watering and weeding will share in the 
harvest. A curriculum is being developed.

“We’ll have a teaching section with U-shaped boxes 
so Ben and I can be in the middle with participants 
around the outside doing hands-on gardening,” Congdon 
said. 

Rindels said the greenhouse will extend the current 
May-September growing season by three months — 
starting earlier and finishing later.

Glascock is excited about the orchard.

“My dad was an avid gardener. We had an apple 
orchard and a lot of fruit trees,” said Glascock, who grew 

up on the corner of University Avenue and Hudson Road 
in Cedar Falls. “My thought was getting some fruit trees 
out there — apple, peach and maybe pear and apricot.” 

The pollinator zones are an important component. 
The Midwest monarch butterfly population has declined 
by an estimated 90% in the past two decades. Honey 
bees — critical to the pollination of crops and 180,000 
plant species — are on the Endangered Species list. 

“The pollinator plots will be of the seed variety with 
a mix specifically for bees and butterflies,” Rindels said. 
“We’re going to try to put some beehives out there and 
have a beekeeper. The pollinator plots and beehive will 
benefit the orchard.”

Congdon called it a “unique project.”

“They are excited about it at UnityPoint,” he said, 
“and it’s something we’ll be able to promote worldwide 
about what we are doing as Cedar Falls Lions.”

“I can see it as a destination,” Rindels added, “not 
just for the employees and patients, but if someone is 
on a bike or a walk and knows about the project, they’ll 
want to take a look.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

By PCC Terry Durham
MD9 Global Leadership Team Coordinator

A leader is defined as a person who directs, 
commands or guides a group of individuals. All of us 
have been subject to leadership, served as a leader or 
both. There have been good leaders, bad leaders and 
great leaders. Many times, it is not obvious.  

On the other hand, sometimes events are so 
overwhelming that the normal way of doing 
things and achieving goals must be set aside when 
unanticipated events must be dealt with. Flexibility 
and adaptability are required attributes leaders must 
utilize to deal with unexpected events.    

Traditional events in the year 2020 were rare 
in Lions. Our leadership teams required our clubs, 
districts and multiple districts to adapt to the situations 
never before experienced. Unknown to most of us are 
the requirements of our leaders. Our leaders travel far 
and wide while often reporting to a job every day or 
managing their own business.  

Leadership requires a keen intellect, a quick grasp 
of the challenging issues, a sense of humor and 

commitment to open communication when separation 
and isolation are the norm during a public health 
crisis.  

Our leadership this past year in Lions was able to 
conduct district meetings either in person or virtually.  
We conducted a Special Fall State Convention in 
October, the Iowa Lions State Convention this past 
May, cabinet meetings and council of governors 
meetings both virtually and in person.  

The Iowa Lions Foundation continues to meet 
both in person and virtually under the leadership of 
its president and trustees. The Iowa Lions Foundation 
was able to continue meeting payments to the entities 
we support at a reduced rate. 

Therefore, I say thank you to our governors, 
trustees, council chairs, presidents and chairpersons 
who continue to find ways to communicate and serve 
the Iowa Lions and the communities in which we 
serve.     

Thank you Roger Curtis, Darwin Meyer, Sheri 
Holliday, Mark Miller, Judy Stone, Richard 
Congdon, Bryan Bross, Chester “Stan” Stanfield.

Leadership During Pandemic
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By Saul Shapiro
Cedar Falls Lions Club

The Cedar Falls Lions’ Diabetes Learning Garden 
at the UnityPoint Prairie Parkway Clinic soon will be 
growing in various new ways.

A small vegetable garden was established three years 
ago as a joint partnership on the north side of the clinic, 
planted and managed by the Lions Club as part of its 
mission to combat diabetes. 

It is being expanded over a 1.3-acre parcel to 
include more vegetables, a greenhouse, an orchard, 
pollinator sites to boost honey bee and monarch butterfly 
populations, and a teaching area.

The $12,500 project, which will add an irrigation 
system and electricity, has received a $6,000 grant from 
the Lions Club International Foundation as a prototype 
in its effort to fight diabetes and $2,500 from UnityPoint. 
Dr. Daniel Glascock, a family practice physician at the 
clinic, is underwriting the orchard. 

Rich Congdon, a master gardener, is managing 
the project for the Lions and serves as liaison with 
UnityPoint. Ben Rindels, a Lions member and 
horticulturalist, is overseeing development and 
maintenance. 

Glascock and Sara Brown, the clinic vice president 
and manager, are sponsors. 

Diabetes is a common concern for the Lions and 
UnityPoint. It involves the failure of the pancreas to 
produce sufficient hormone insulin to store and use the 
sugar and fat from foods that provide energy. No cure 
exists. Diabetics must manage the disease.

Diabetes afflicts an estimated 10% of Black Hawk 
County and U.S. residents, as well as 463 million people 
globally. It consumes a quarter of all U.S. healthcare 
dollars and is the seventh leading cause of death. Most 
cases are undiagnosed.

“Lions know half the world will have diabetes or will 
be predisposed to it, which doesn’t mean they’ll get it,” 
said Congdon, who is living with diabetes.

“We want to bring awareness and teach people how 
they can grow nutritional foods by helping us in the 
garden or in their yards, while also getting exercise 
doing it.”

The garden has featured tomatoes, onions, green 
beans, beets, cucumbers, peppers, squash, zucchini, 
carrots and herbs.

TEACHING GARDEN. Cedar Falls Lions maintain the Diabetes Learning Garden at a 
UnityPoint Clinic to teach people with diabetes healthy eating and movement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

Garden Helps Combat Diabetes
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Grand Junction Lions Club 
We Serve! 

The Grand Junction Lions Club   
invites you to our Annual Show & Shine!! 

Open to Cars, Trucks,  
Motorcycles and Tractors 

Date: Saturday, August 7, 2021 
Location: Grand Junction City Park 

Registration: 9-11 am 
Show: 11-2:30 pm, then awards 

Food and drink available on site 

Annual Lions Club 
Show & Shine! 
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OSKALOOSA LIONS

2 7 - H O L E  T O U R N A M E N T  W I T H  G A M E S

GOLF SHOOTOUT

1 0 T H  A N N U A L

T H A N K S  T O
O U R  
T I T L E

S P O N S O R S

PRIZES IN ALL FLIGHTS
$60 PER PERSON

( $ 2 5  F O R  C O U R S E  M E M B E R S )
CALL 641-673-5120 TO REGISTER

ADDITIONAL PUTTING & CHIPPING CONTESTS 
ALL WITH 1ST, 2ND & 3RD PLACE PRIZES

SATURDAY, AUG. 21, 2021
H A R V E S T  P O I N T  &  E D M U N D S O N  G O L F  C O U R S E S

O S K A L O O S A ,  I O W A

CLOSEST TO THE PIN

WINS $200
E A C H  R E G I S T E R E D  G O L F E R  G E T S  1  F R E E  B A L L

F O R  C L O S E S T - T O - T H E - P I N  C O N T E S T

GOLF GAMES FROM 9:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

3  B A L L S  F O R  $ 5 . 0 0  •  7  B A L L S  F O R  $ 1 0 . 0 0  •  1 6  B A L L S  F O R  $ 2 0 . 0 0
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INTERNATIONAL AWARDS. (Above) Recipients of the 
International President’s Award, the second highest award 
in Lions, presented at the MD9 State Convention in May 
were Council Chair Judy Stone, Past District Governor Fred 
Stark, PDG Tony Hill, Lion Mark Miller, PDG Beverly Fletcher 
and PDG Debbie Doty. (Below) Recipients of Presidential 
Certificates of Appreciation, the fourth highest award in Lions, 
were PDG Jim Bixler, PDG Ed Ottesen, DG Richard Congdon, 
Past Council Chair Terry Durham, DG Darwin Meyer and PDG 
Doug Welton.

COURAGEOUS SERVICE. Oelwein Lions Club members 
Cecil Shannon and Past District Governor Janet Wissler thin 
the flower beds around Camp Courageous as part of the 
service project during the MD9 State Convention.

TRADING UP. Past District Governor Ken Reed mans the 
Lions Pin Traders Club of Iowa tables at the MD9 State 
Convention.

BIDDING WAR. District Governors Stan Stanfield and Bryan 
Bross compete over the coveted DG pin plaque (inset) at the 
state convention. 
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22ND ANNUAL  
BONDURANT LIONS CLUB 

COW PASTURE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

4 PERSON BEST SHOT 
 

(Need not know how to golf to have fun!) 
(Dry pies, so no boots needed!) 

 
WHEN:  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

 
TIME:  CHECK-IN FROM NOON UNTIL 1:00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. SHOTGUN START 
 

WHERE:  GRIFF’S VALLEY VIEW R.V. PARK 
6429 NE 46TH STREET, ALTOONA 

(1/4 MILE NORTH OF NE 62ND AVENUE) 
 

FEE:  $35 PER PERSON* 
INCLUDES DINNER WITH ALL THE FIXINGS 

 
GOLF CART RENTAL AVAILABLE:   

$20/PERSON/CART DUE WITH REGISTRATION 
 

*ALL REGISTRATION FEES TO BE PREPAID BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2021.* 
 

FOR TEAM RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT: 
JEFF OBRECHT  515-689-1648  

MARTY VERMEER  515-360-8717 
STEVE HALL  515-360-6546 

 
Register early!   

Limited number of team spots available! 
 

*ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE BONDURANT LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND OTHER ACTIVITIES.   
ALL FEES ARE NONREFUNDABLE.  IN CASE OF EVENT CANCELLATION,  PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR 

REGISTRATON FEE A DONATION TO THE BONDURANT LIONS CLUB. 
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DINNER CHOICE:

 Braised Beef Short Ribs:  #_______ @ $50 _______

 Pistachio Crusted Chicken: #_______ @ $50 _______

 Baked Eggplant & Forest Mushroom Roulade #_______ @ $50 _______

  Total: $ _______ 

Make Checks Payable to Cedar Rapids Noon Lions

 Name: ___________________________________

 Spouse/Guest: _____________________________

 Address: __________________________________

 Club: _____________________________________

 Email: ____________________________________

 Phone: ___________________________________

MAIL TO: Lion Don Magee • PO Box 1881 • Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406

Share 100 Years of Lions 
with the 

Cedar Rapids Noon Lions 
OCTOBER 23, 2021  

ELMCREST COUNTRY CLUB • 1 Zach Johnson Drive • Cedar Rapids, Iowa  
5:30 PM

Movies from the 1920’s; Cedar Rapids Noon Lions History;
Guest Speaker: Past International President Joe Preston

Kindly respond by October 8, 2021
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IN CONTROL. Past District Governor Debbie Doty, right, 
controls the bases during the National Beep Baseball 
Regionals held in Ames this summer.

PASSING OUT POPPIES. Villisca Lion Darwin Williams hands 
out poppies on Memorial Day.

SUMMER SNACK. Within 24 hours of receiving the title of 
district governor, DG Nancy Love supports the Washington 
Lions at the Washington Lions Popcorn Stand in Central Park. 
DG Nancy’s husband Larry is the faithful procurer of popcorn 
each Thursday evening during the band concert.

STILL SERVING. Crawfordsville Lion Luetta Greene and 68-
year charter member Arvid Anderson serve up burgers at the 
recent Crawfordsville Days.


