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Governors Cancel Iowa Lions State
Convention Amid Virus Concerns
Special Convention
Slated for Fall
By Pat Parker
MD9 Council Chair
The Council of Governors met via conference
call April 20 in an emergency session at the
request of Council Chair Pat Parker. The district
governors voted unanimously to cancel the Iowa
Lions State Convention scheduled for June 4-9.
With only being seven weeks until the State
Convention and not sure when the Covid-19
pandemic will settle down, he asked the council
to discuss the convention. Travel restrictions put
in place because of the pandemic may prevent
International Third Vice President Dr. Patti Hill
from being able to attend. Under the White House
Coronavirus Task Force’s plan to re-open the
economy, it is unlikely that Iowans will be able to
gather in groups of 50 or more by the convention.
After some discussion, the council decided it
was best for the safety of all Iowa Lions to cancel
the 2020 State Convention scheduled to be held in
Cedar Rapids.
Canceling this year’s State Convention
means the vote for changes to the MD9 State

Constitution and By-Laws would move to the
2021 State Convention. This is based on the
Constitution stating in ARTICLE IX Section 1.
AMENDING PROCEDURE. “This constitution
may be amended only at an annual Multiple
District 9 convention by resolution reported by
the Constitution and By-Laws Committee and
adopted by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3)
of the votes cast.”
After a unanimous vote to cancel this year’s
state convention, the governors voted to hold a
special convention the weekend of October 9-10,
2020. Mark your calendars for those dates and
watch for more details in the coming months.

State Implements New Policy
for Turning in Eyeglasses
By CCE Judy Stone
MD9 Global Service Coordinator
Since the implementation of the Anamosa
Prison Eyeglass Recycling Program, it is now
necessary to follow a set of rules for what can be
sent to the prison.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This policy should be followed when taking
glasses to the state office or to your district
governor, so they can eventually make their way
to the prison. Until we work out all the backlog
across the state, either Terry Durham or myself
(Judy Stone) will be delivering the glasses to the
prison.
We will continue to collect hearing aids as
usual and get them to Chris Waring at the Iowa
Hearing Aid Bank through the district governors.
Many times we find hearing aids tossed in with
glasses. It would be helpful if these were placed
in a separate container and not just tossed in
amongst the glasses.
If your club has a project that requires eyeglass
cases, then collect them for that purpose only. We
no longer need cases at the state level.

The DOs are what can go to prison and the
DON’Ts are what CANNOT go to prison. They
are as follows:

THE DOs
• Complete eyeglasses with no visible damage

THE DON’Ts
• Lenses only
• Eyeglass cases
• Broken frames
• Glasses missing earpieces
• Glasses with cracked lenses
• Glasses with scratched lenses
• Sunglasses of any type
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Tel. (515) 232-2215

letters of encouragement to communicate. Use
FreeConferenceCall.com; Zoom, GoToMeeting,
Skype or Facebook Messenger to hold online
meetings.

International Report
Past International Director
Ardie Klemish
P.O. Box 175
Anita, Iowa 50020
641-740-0148
ardieklemish@gmail.com

Collaborate/partner with others to provide needed
services. Check with government agencies to see how
we can help.

Changes for 2020 International
Convention and Elections

Coordinate with other organizations, youth,
parents, law enforcement, faith groups, schools,
healthcare professionals, media, civic groups and
youth organizations (4-H, FFA, Leos).

To protect the health and safety of our Lions, staff
and vendors, the 2020 Lions Clubs International
Convention in Singapore has been canceled. This
means the next International Convention will be
held in 2021 in Montreal, Canada. The canceling of
the International Convention will have an impact on
international officers. According to our International
Constitution and By-Laws, here are the impacts:

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES:
You’ve asked them to contribute/sponsor you for
many years. It’s time to help them now.

Executive Officers: Since no convention is held
and no successors are elected, the executive officers’
terms will continue until declaration of the election
of his or her successor at the next International
Convention.

• Grocery shop for shut-ins; help provide food for
school children/food banks.

International Directors: As international director
terms allow for two years of service in the role,
and for successors to be elected, if no convention is
held and no successors are elected, the international
directors’ terms will continue until the declaration
of the election of his or her successor at the next
International Convention.
District Governors: District governors, 1VDGs,
and 2VDGs are elected during a convention of their
respective districts. Barring any election complaints,
the International Board of Directors intend to
authorize commencement of the DG terms beginning
July 1, 2020.

Moving from Chaos & Anxiety to Calm
& Positive Action in Your Community

Ways You Can Serve:
• Establish a colored construction paper window
communication plan: Green = Everything is ok,
yellow = Please ring my doorbell, Red = NEED
HELP.

• Provide meals for medical staff.
• Replenish supplies for local EMTs and fire
departments.
• Plant community produce gardens this spring.
• Create phone chains to check on shut-ins.
• Remember, food insecurities locally will last well
past the isolation period.
For more resources, email gat.ca1@lionsclubs.org
or gat@lionsclubs.org.
We are a FAMILY. We support each other.
TOGETHER, we will get through this.

Attitude Determines Altitude!
Donate to LCIF, club and individual donations. As
of March 31, 2020, LCIF has already disbursed nearly
$1 million for COVID-19.

Your Lions Clubs International Global Action
Team is providing many helpful ideas for your local
club, district and multiple district (Iowa) to continue
functioning and serving, even though we are limited
on face-to-face options.
Keep Members Engaged: Use text messages,
Twitter, Facebook, Snapchat, email, E-clubhouse
website, phone calls, postcards, greeting cards and

Remember Mom on May 10
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Iowa Lions Eye Bank Celebrates
65 Years of Service to Midwest
By CCE Judy Stone
MD9 Global Service Chair
I want to take this time to tell you about one of the
greatest acts of service that goes on everyday right here
in Iowa and was started by Iowa Lions 65 years ago.
The Iowa Lions Eye Bank, located in Coralville and
associated with the University of Iowa Ophthalmology
Department, has been a service project since before we
called this kind of thing Global SERVICE Team. Let’s
begin with some history about how this all got started.
In 1954, Dr. Alson E. Braley, Chairman of the
Department of Ophthalmology at the University of
Iowa, saw the need for an eye bank in the Midwest
and approached the Iowa Lions at the Lions State
Convention in Fort Dodge. Lions accepted the
challenge and the Iowa Lions Eye Bank was established
at the University of Iowa Medical Center on Sept. 13,
1955.
Over 60 years later, Iowa Lions Eye Bank continues
to be the only eye bank in the state of Iowa and serves
all its 99 counties. The main office and laboratory is
located in Coralville, while there is a satellite location
in Des Moines. The Coralville location provides service
to Eastern Iowa, while the Des Moines location serves
Western and Central Iowa.
Iowa Lions Eye Bank was first registered with the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in 2001 and
was a charter member of the Eye Bank Association
of America (EBAA) when it was formed in 1961.
Today, the eye bank continues to be accredited by both
organizations on a regular basis.
Iowa Lions Eye Bank remains a leader in the eye
banking industry through innovative research into
the causes of corneal diseases; performing modern
surgical techniques to process tissue for surgical needs;
promoting donation and providing education regarding
the donation process to potential donors and recipients
of corneal tissue, as well as the health care and funeral
home providers who assist in the process.
So how does the Iowa Lions Eye Bank get its
corneal tissue? In 2009, Iowa Lions established the
tissue transport service from Iowa’s western half to
Iowa City and from Eastern Iowa to the Wisconsin

Lions Eye Bank. Steve Halstead from District 9MC
became the coordinator for the state. Lions from across
the state have signed up to deliver each of the 365 days
of the year.
Every day Steve makes contact with the hospitals
in Iowa and arranges for that day’s transporter to pick
up the tissue and start the Pony Express-like transport
across the state. Drivers from Des Moines area take the
tissue to the Grinnell area and hand it off to the next
driver. That Grinnell area driver takes it to Iowa City
to the eye bank offices. Up until March of 2018, the
Eastern Iowa Lions would transport tissue in the same
manner to the Wisconsin Eye Bank until it closed.
To date the tissue transporters in Iowa have logged
1,027,306 miles as of March 30, 2020. Eastern Iowa
Lions logged 287,036 miles before that program ended.
Western and Central Iowa Lions have logged 740,270
miles. If this does not define service, I am not sure what
does.
Here are the clubs that participate:
Western and Central Iowa Lions Clubs: Altoona,
Ankeny, Bondurant, Boone, Clive, Des Moines Host,
Grimes, Grinnell, Iowa City, Johnston, Kellogg,
Mitchellville, Montezuma, Newton, Sully, Urbandale,
Urbandale Breakfast, Van Horn, Victor, West Des
Moines and Winterset.
Eastern Iowa Lions Clubs: Andrew, Balltown,
Bettendorf, Blue Grass, Cascade, Cedar Rapids
Noon, Clinton, Crawfordsville, Delmar, Dewitt
Noon, Dyersville, Dubuque Evening, Dubuque Noon,
Eldridge, Iowa City, Jesup, Kellogg, Lone Tree,
Lowden, Monticello, Mount Vernon, New London,
North Liberty, Olds, Preston, Strawberry Point, Tipton,
Urbana, Washington, West Branch and West Liberty.
As you read this list of clubs that have given quietly
of themselves daily to provide the gift of sight to
someone through the talents of the Iowa Lions Eye
Bank, take a moment of silence to thank them. When
the crazy situation we live in right now is over, take
the time to put out a hand and thank a transporter. I
personally want to express how proud I am to know
these transporters and especially Steve Halstead for
coordinating each and every transport for 4,015 days.
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assistance with this, reach out to your district IT chair
or DG and they should be able to get you help with
setting one up.

A View
from the Chair

With holding club elections, it is time to start
planning for the changing of officers and the
celebration of what your club has accomplished this
year.

Council Chair Patrick Parker
404 W. Jackson St.
Panora, Iowa 50216
641-757-7961
parkerlc@netins.net

As we start the month of May, we have just
completed six to seven weeks of staying home as
much as possible. We have had to use technology to
see our kids, grandkids and other family as we are
encouraged not to go out unless we have to.
Many Lions Clubs have not had meetings.
Five districts had to cancel their in-person district
conventions. 9NW conducted their convention
through video conference. The Council of Governors
and the Iowa Lions Foundation Trustees will be
holding their meetings on May 2 by video conference
instead of meeting in person.
As we are asked to stay home, the needs of our
communities continue. Some clubs have struggled
to find ways to help. Others have found a way to
help while practicing social distancing. Some have
taken funds they had and given it to local food banks,
which are critically low on food. Some clubs have
taken crayons that they had left from other events or
bought more and given them to their schools to send
out to students when they deliver meals. Some Lions
members have sewn masks for medical personnel
or others in need of them. Some clubs have reached
out to older citizens of their community and offered
to run errands for them so they could stay safe at
home. Some Lions have written letters to patients in
care centers, people who cannot see family members
during this COVID-19 pandemic.

With our motto being “We Serve,” let’s all look for
one new member to help our clubs grow. As we grow
our clubs, we will be able to do more things to help in
our communities. It will also help ensure our clubs are
part of our communities for many more years to come.
As we get the word that we can start doing
things in larger groups, look for ways to help your
communities. Some ideas of things you can do is host
a blood drive, host a food drive for your local food
pantry or organize a community event to help boost
the morale of your community.
Many in our communities are struggling
financially. Are there things you can do like organize
a group to paint some houses in town, landscape or
clean up yards, help clean the park?
Host a community meal to thank all the medical
personnel, police, grocery store workers and teachers
that help take care of those in medical need, keep
food on the table, or help students learn in a new way.
Some teachers have put in more hours doing online
education than they did when teaching face-to-face.
Remember, where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.
Right now, our communities have many needs we
need to help with.
Help your club be the positive force moving
forward in your community. Make a difference!
Remember what Hellen Keller said, “Alone we can do
so little; together we can do so much.”

With clubs having to cancel fundraisers, donations
to the Iowa Lions Foundation are also not coming in
as needed. Only 9NE and 9EC are close to making
their goals for the year. As of April 15, the other five
districts were between 35% and 65% of their goal. If
your club has extra funds, please consider donating to
the Iowa Lions Foundation to help ensure we can meet
our obligations to the organizations we support.
If your club has not been able to meet and hold
your election of officers, I encourage you to do it
soon. If you cannot meet in person, consider having
a phone meeting or a video conference. If you need
May 2020…THE IOWA LION…Page 5

Keeping Momentum
During Trying Times
By PCC Bill Pollard
MD9 Global Leadership Chair

In these trying times we are being tested every
day. What are we expected to do? What outcomes
can we expect? Who do we look to to guide us?
These questions are what bring the leader out in
all of us. We have our families to look out for. We
want to make sure our communities are safe. What
do I do to make sure our club family is taken care
of?
Those that answer this calling will surprise
themselves with what they can achieve.
I have been lucky to have great mentors in life.
Some were subtle in their approach, some weren’t.
In the end, it’s what we remember that will get us
through.
What motivated young women from all over the
country to volunteer to pick up the slack during
World War II, doing those hard manufacturing jobs
when there were no men to do them?
Let’s not forget the amazing doctors, nurses,
specialists and even the janitors that are on the front
line every day to take care of us.
Lions Clubs International just recently canceled
the International Convention. This created some
heated debate on how the new officers would
transition in. I’m still not real clear on how that will
happen but it will.
On a local level, we are having similar issues
with cancellations of district conventions. I just
talked to one district governor who said he was
having a virtual convention and a Facetime cabinet
meeting. That’s what change looks like.
Does encouraging change require immediate
change or transitional change? To answer this, we
have to look at a number of circumstances, most
importantly, what does your club or district need in
the immediate future?

“Leadership consists of nothing but
taking responsibility for everything
that goes wrong and giving your
subordinates credit for everything that
goes well!”
– Dwight Eisenhower
How do you handle virtual meetings and what
are some good formats? Again, we have to look at
immediate needs. What do we need to convey and
what are the abilities of the members involved?
A big question some members ask is how
often should we meet? History has proven that
clubs which have only one meeting a month
unfortunately become more susceptible to closing
and/or non-functioning. Lack of interest happens
quickly. My recommendation is for clubs to meet
a minimum of twice a month and then have a
separate board meeting. When planning these
virtual club meetings, follow the same format
that’s used for your current regular meeting. Try
to have a guest presenter. Use an agenda for both
your club meetings and your board meeting. Don’t
shortchange your members – they are not plentiful
and for most of us, hard to recruit.
A very good quote by former President Dwight
Eisenhower is “Leadership consists of nothing but
taking responsibility for everything that goes wrong
and giving your subordinates credit for everything
that goes well!”
Always remember that you can stay on top of
what’s happening by going to the online training on
LCI’s website. Right now, I would say there is a bit
of time in everyone’s schedules.
Remember you are our most important asset.
Stay safe and stay at home and we will get through
this!
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The Force Be With You
By PDG Bill Shutters
Iowa Lions Foundation President

For three generations Star Wars has colored
our perspective, from what we expect to see
when we walk into a pub for an adult beverage to
juxtaposition of the noun, verb and object when we
talk (aka Yoda-speak), the acceptance of strange
animals or mechanical creatures, our idea of the
perfect woman in Princess Leia, the courage of
Luke Skywalker, the daring of Han Solo or the
wisdom of Obi-Wan Kenobi.
Recently, we have been asked to emulate the
one character we despise, Darth Vader. We wear
a mask, are socially and emotionally distant, do
not visit our sons or daughters and follow orders.
Everybody has been through something that has
changed them in a way that they could never go
back to the person they once were.
Past International President Barry Palmer,
recalling past pandemics, had this to say about
COVID-19: “This time we see you for who you
really are, a global ghost of our worries, anxieties
and deepest fears. And as with any ghost, you can
only grow if we feed you. And if we do not, you
disappear. So this time, instead of fear we choose
freedom. Instead of panic we choose peace. Instead
of loss we choose love. Thank you for visiting, we
appreciate the reminder. You can go now and we
can get back to normal.”

food bank two to four weeks per month. There is a
greatly-increased need. If your club has the funds,
please consider making a donation to your local
food pantry. As one food bank CEO said, “I can buy
three cans of green beans for what you pay for one
can,” so if possible, give a monetary donation.
The supported entities of the Iowa Lions
Foundation have expenses that continue to
accumulate, even though they are not able to serve
as many as in normal times. The Foundation support
comes from donations from Lions clubs across the
state of Iowa and the endowments. With Wall Street
on a hiatus, the return on the Foundation’s portfolio
has been greatly diminished. If your club has the
financial resources, please remember to send your
club’s yearly or quarterly donations to the Iowa
Lions Foundation.
The Warren Coleman Honorary Award plaque
has been redesigned. Now is an ideal time to
nominate an outstanding Lion member for the
award. When we return to normal, we can begin
anew by recognizing the accomplishments of our
members.
Choose not fear, choose freedom, peace and love.

Normal for Lions is making a difference in the
lives of others. The change may be as Ellie BraunHaley states, “Often we set out to make a difference
in the lives of others only to discover we have made
a difference to our own.”
Our normal is WE SERVE. Social distancing
makes it nearly impossible to conduct a handson service project or fundraiser, but we need not
“stand and wait.” We have an opportunity. Experts
tell us than on a given day in normal time 40%
of the population is food insecure. With business
closings and layoffs, this has risen to 60%. Many
families who could cover three of the four weeks
in the month before the pandamic and relied on
the food bank for that one week now access the

LEADER DOG LEGACY. Say hello to (drum roll please)
Future Leader Dog Legacy – the puppy wearing tag
#20,000! This adorable Labrador/golden cross was
picked up by one of his puppy raisers, Erin (pictured
above), a Leader Dog guide dog mobility instructor
(GDMI). Erin will be team-raising Future Leader Dog
Legacy along with fellow GDMIs Kate and Eric.
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District 9MC

District Governor Judy Stone
2540 180th St.
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158
641-328-0270
jstone4254@live.com

2019/2020 Service Totals
for Iowa Lions YTD
320,002 people served
1,608 service activities
42,713 volunteer hours
46% of clubs reporting
I realize that we have been living in strange,
crazy and sometimes scary times. I personally
missed all of you. I never realized how much my
Lions family means to me. I now know what it
feels like to miss you all. Hopefully when you are
reading this, we are on our way to getting back to
normal. I will make every effort to make those club
visits I had to cancel.

all our fellow club members, the end of this Lions
year will be here soon. It is traditional for a lot of
our clubs to make their final donations to our Iowa
Lions Foundation and Lions Clubs International
Foundation (LCIF) at this time of year. Please keep
in mind what these foundations have accomplished
this year. Your Iowa Lions Foundation funded
the eyeglass recycling program at Anamosa State
Prison, along with the five entities that are funded
yearly. LCIF has donated over $2.5 million around
the world during the virus crisis. Over the years
with the weather-related crises we’ve dealt with
here in Iowa, LCIF has donated over $3 million
back to Iowa in rebuilding and flood relief.
Another place I would like you to consider
making a donation to our district Care and Share
program. Did you know that our district had a Care
and Share program? Well, we do. It is used for any
need outside of a normal club’s budget. Here’s an
example. I was approached this time last year by a

I want to thank all of you from the bottom of
my heart and everything that makes me a Lion.
From July 2019 until the end of March 2020, our
district has shown a PLUS in membership every
month. You did that, all of you did that. Take a
bow, let out a cheer; celebrate that. I had nothing
to do with it, that was all you. Here is a list of
those clubs who show a plus in membership as of
March 30: Ankeny, Bondurant, Clive, DSM Host,
DSM Outreach, DSM Parks, DSM South, Garwin,
Gladbrook, Grimes, Grinnell, Laurel, Marshalltown
Noon, Pleasant Hill, Reinbeck, Urbandale and West
DSM. The top honors go to Reinbeck with a plus of
5 members. Congratulations to all of you.
We are also at the time of year when new officers
should be elected and installed. If you would like
me or any member of your district cabinet to do
your officer installation, just drop me a note and
we will get you scheduled. As we get back to our
regular meeting schedules and catching up with

FUNDRAISING PROCEEDS. Wilbur Frerichs from the
Laurel Lions Club, left, hands a check to Fire Chief Rusty
Alman to help the Laurel Volunteer Fire Department
defray expenses.
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Lion from Eastern Iowa. They had a family member
in the Ankeny area who was a father of two small
children. Living through cancer treatments caused
him to not be able to work and the cost of travel to
Iowa City for treatment was more than the young
family could handle. I approached the Ankeny
Lions Club, they made a donation to the family and
our Care and Share program matched that donation.
We purchased gas cards and grocery cards to help
this young family through a rough time. We have
also used this fund to cover eyeglasses and hearing
aids that are beyond a club’s budget. Consider a
donation to your district’s Care and Share program.

Club Activities
AMES BREAKFAST: KidSight screenings.
AMES NOON: Food pantry stocking and
KidSight screenings.
DES MOINES HOST: planning 100th
anniversary and KidSight screenings.
DES MOINES SOUTH: Park cleanup, KidSight
screenings; provided funding for glasses for
two people; pancake breakfast.

PROTECTION FOR HEALTH CARE WORKERS. A
pile of homemade face masks sewn by DG Judy Stone
were delivered to the health clinic and hospice house for
nurses to wear.

Welcome New Members
Dean Teeselink — Montezuma

Deceased Members
Velma Hamilton — Montezuma

DYSART: Fish Fries on two Friday evenings.
EAST DES MOINES: KidSight screenings.
GLADBROOK: made 184 face masks for
health care workers; sorted and transported
8,000 pairs of glasses to Anamosa prison.
MARSHALLTOWN EVENING: picked up park
bench to be placed in public parks as memorial
to past members.
MARSHALLTOWN NOON: picked up and
sorted glasses.
KELLOGG: Pancake breakfast first Saturday
of the month from March to September, funds
go to Kellogg Museum.
URBANDALE: Scholars brunch with
Urbandale Lioness.
As always, we thank our district tissue
transporters!

SO SIMPLE A CHILD CAN DO IT. DG Judy Stone
taught her granddaughter Sophie how to sort recycled
eyeglasses for delivery to the Anamosa State Prison for
repackaging.
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District 9SE

District Governor Debbie Doty
P.O. Box 251
University Park, Iowa 52595
641-504-0117 (c)
641-673-4173 (w)
debbie@dotypc.com

This global COVID-19 pandemic has put a
crimp in a lot of Lions’ plans for this spring. Spring
is typically when we see a lot of activities with
clubs. Food fundraisers like pancake breakfasts
and Lenten fish fries. Service activities like golf
tournaments, roadside clean-up and scholarship
recognition events. This nasty little virus has
canceled and postponed many of these things.
Even the Pella Tulip Time was canceled this year.
It is only the second time in the festival’s 85-year
history that this much-loved spring festival has been
canceled. Promoters asked that those who would
normally have visited Tulip Time over its traditional
first weekend in May donate to a non-profit that
they would normally have supported through
vendor sales at the festival. (Click here in the digital
issue to see the cancellation announcement.)
Cancellations of events like these are going to
be hard on the budgets of the clubs and businesses
that rely on them for funding through the year. We
are going to have to be creative to make up those
funds that we typically use to support our service to
the community. Once the shelter-in-place requests
are lifted and we are able to return to our “normal”
lives, it would be an opportune time to reach out in
your community. Remind folks that Lions are still
here and still offer needed services and invite others
to join you in performing those services. Do a
community needs assessment and see what services
are most needed that your club can help. Food
cupboards are going to be picked over and will
likely need extra assistance. Are there other needs
your club can meet, as well?
I’m hoping that by the time you read this, the
need to social distance will be over, but if it’s
not, what services can your club perform that
don’t require close contact with others? Can you
purchase board games and craft supplies to offer

to families who are still locked down together?
Many workers have found their hours cut. Some
have been laid off altogether. Can your club provide
food and gas cards to aid those families? Are there
seamstresses in your club who can make face masks
for emergency responders and health care workers?
Does someone in your club own a 3D printer that
you can use to make face shields for health care
providers? Now is the time to think outside the box
and be creative.

District Elections
By the time you read this, our district elections
should be over. Even though we had to cancel
our convention to honor the government’s
recommendation to not have large gatherings,
district leadership got creative and held our
elections electronically with Lions Clubs
International’s blessing. We’ll announce the results
in the June issue.

International Convention
You may have heard by now that the 2020
International Convention in Singapore has been
canceled. All international officers will hold their
offices for one additional year as the massive effort
to hold electronic elections on the global level
would be overwhelmingly difficult to manage.
The next International Convention will be held in
Montreal, Quebec, in 2021.
The DG team will make every effort to make
up those club visits that got canceled due to the
Iowa governor’s shelter-in-place recommendations.
Watch for some online training for club officers and
zone chairs coming soon.
For now, stay safe, stay healthy and remember,

“Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.”

In Memoriam
Club
Brighton
Centerville
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Member

Years a Lion

Kenneth Paul

23 years

L G Den Hartog

58 years

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Club

Member

Sponsor

Keosauqua

Gregory Jones

Mark Woodruff

Keosauqua

Penny Jones

Mark Woodruff

Lockridge

Heather Nelson

Larry Messer

Lockridge

Ashley Wesley

Larry Messer

Sigourney

Carolyn Dyson

Dean Dyson

Sigourney

Kelsey Hammes

Dean Dyson

Solon Centennial

Robert Mesch, DC

John Farlinger

9SE Service Activities
in March
COLUMBUS JUNCTION donated $150 to Iowa
Lions Youth Exchange Camp, $250 to Camp
Hertko Hollow, $400 to LCIF and $100 to LCIF
Campaign 100.
SERVICE AWARDS. The district governor team has
been busy presenting Milestone Chevron Awards
for Lions length of service. (Above) DG Debbie Doty
presents Albia Lion Martha Viner with a 20-year
Milestone Chevron Award. (Below) The Columbus
Junction Lions Club held a dinner meeting right before
Gov. Kim Reynolds’ order to not have meetings of more
than 10 people. Pictured left to right are 40-year Charter
Mileston Chevron Members Kris Johnston, Harry Adam,
Ron Baird and Mike Pavey, 10-year member Juanita
Hunter and DG Debbie Doty.

CORYDON picked up metal and hauled to recycle
center raising $1,810 to donate to club-voted
recipients.
GRANDVIEW-LETTS donated $100 to their Easter
Egg Hunt and $200 to Leader Dogs for the Blind.
IOWA CITY conducted KidSight screenings;
assisted seven people with the purchase of
eyeglasses; transported eye tissue for the eye
bank.
MELCHER-DALLAS donated to a U.S. Naval
Cadet to aid her in attending a STEM program at
the U.S. Naval Academy; helped recruit people
to donate blood and helped with blood drive by
assisting donors to get drinks and snacks after
donating and sign up for a future blood drive;
packaged and distributed food to local families
in need; made improvements to Lions-supported
community center including new lighting and
painting in the Lions Den and ceiling repair in the
kitchen; did KidSight screenings in Chariton; held
a monthly Bingo game open to the public with 50%
given to game winners and the other 50% used for
supporting Lions projects; donated $100 to Iowa
Lions Foundation.
PACKWOOD served a Biscuit and Gravy and
Fresh Fried Potatoes Breakfast to raise money for
the First Responders, donating $1,200 to them;
held a blood drive, collecting 24 units.

May 2020…THE IOWA LION…Page 11

District 9SW

District Governor Allen Zobel
1119 N. Division St.
Audubon, Iowa 50025
712-304-5066
calz@mediacombb.net

Hello, 9SW Lions and MD9 Lions. Let’s hope when
this gets to you we are more back to normal with being
able to get together. This has changed my story for this
month as again this virus has put a stop to most of my
action plans as it has changed what Lions can and are
able to do.
How can we continue to take care of ourselves and
our communities? First, check on your elderly members
to make sure they have what they need and see if you
can help them. After you get done checking your own
club members, see if there are ways to help others in
your own community.
I know that the Iowa Lions Foundation will surely
need more donations as we return to a better way of
life. Does your club have extra dollars to help the
foundation? Every club must realize this is extremely
hard on the foundation with many clubs giving in the
last months of the Lions year and being unable to carry
out some of their benefits and activities. We need to
give more this year to make sure they can make their
commitments this spring. I am sure the University of
Iowa has not had the KidSight photos to process as well
as some of the cornea transplants and cochlear implants
they were doing as non-essential surgeries were put on
hold.
I continue to reach out to various Lions every day to
keep things moving. I know Carlisle has new members
they would like to put into their club as well as continue
to work toward a Leo club. I am working on four out of
the six original new members to get them on the roll. I
am hopeful of adding the four members in May.

district governor. As I write this, we are moving forward
to meet the criteria to make her DGE and eventually our
district governor. When my term is up, I will step up to
1st VDG and move toward a second term in 2021-2022.
What all 9SW members can do is search with me to find
our 2nd vice district governor to join a fun adventure in
leading 9SW into the future. It truly is a wonderful trip
for the next person. Will you step up to be our 2VDG
for the 2022-2023 term of district governor? I know
you are out there and able to do it. Take the step to
being one that has fun leading a great organization at the
district level.
I have found a wonderful place for Lions to get many
items and help a K-8 school district grow and prosper.
These kids are learning life skills such as silk screening
T-shirts and other items, making signs for you at lower
costs, etching glass and much more. This school is
teaching kids to do quilting projects in kindergarten, to
run glass etching equipment and to make signs as well
as many other things. They will do this for individuals
or clubs. If interested, contact the Hamburg Schools at
712-382-2017. Our club is presently ordering a new sign
for our front facade that will read Exira Lion Center
on 18 inches by 12 feet. I am excited to say I look
forward to working with Dr. Wells in the future with
our club. Here is the good news. The profit from the
sales goes into the students’ accounts toward their future
education. Many of the kids work on projects making
a new design. They then get it patented and will earn
royalties on the design.
Our report on the grants for the flooding on the
Missouri River have been accepted by LCI. Here are
pictures showing how we used the dollars from LCI
grants MD9 and other personal donations to support
those impacted by the flooding. This has been a
successful program both this year and last year when
CC Pat Parker was governor. WE SERVE!

Another call was to Hamburg, where we are close to
starting a branch club in May or June. Unfortunately,
Essex may be on hold for now.
Each day I try to think of ways to continue to grow
9SW. After a GoToMeetings with a 9SW team, we are
slowly making headway on Build a Vision. We will
continue to do so until we complete North America
Membership Initiative goals for 9SW.
9SW will be in good hands and leadership next year
as we move PDG Sheri Holliday to be our 2020-2021

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY. Students gather in the school
gym to receive supplies at Fremont-Mills schools.
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9SW MEMBERSHIP FROM -29
Club

Member

Audubon

Ana Kaufman

Indianola Noon

Ethan Walton

Indianola Noon

James Wooley

Sponsor
Jacqanette Wahret
Roger Foelske

Lamoni

Frank Finks

Paul Davis

Lamoni

Georgia Finks

Paul Davis

Milo

Paul Leo

Terry Davis

Milo

Dustin Olsasky

Keith Smith

Oakland

David A. Buss

Richard Merkle

St. Charles

Don Pierce

Dean Downs

9SW—CAN WE GROW NOW IN THIS VIRUS
TIME? USE EMAIL TO REACH OUT TO FRIENDS
AND OTHERS TO SEE IF YOU CAN RAISE
YOUR CLUB’S MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEXT
TWO MONTHS.

9SW Club Activities
Let your governor know if you cannot get MyLion going
for your club. We can fix it now.
ADAIR provided Valentine music to a local care center
for the elderly.
ATLANTIC collected eyeglasses and hearing aids;
prepared and delivered meals to the needy.
AUDUBON did a local toy show.
DEXTER helped out the food pantry.
EARLHAM delivered Meals on Wheels; did a program
for homebound residents; recycled cans; made blankets
for the local hospital.
EXIRA held a Valentine dinner fundraiser.
EXIRA-EHK LEADERSHIP LEO CLUB ran a local
Mardi Gras fundraiser with elementary kids; made
fleece blankets for a local hospital in honor of a student;
participated in Blue Out For Bo at the AC/GC basketball
game.
FONTANELLE made a donation to the local library.
GLENWOOD helped with Relay for Life.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES. (Top photo) Lions present school
supplies to Fremont Mills school children. Pictured
behind the table are Lion Reg Hockabout, another
Glenwood Lion, Lion Chrystal Zobel, 9SW GMT Co-chair
Dean Miller and 9SW District Governor Allen Zobel of
Exira Lions Club. (Middle photo) Missouri Valley Lion
Minnie Fisher (blue blouse), DG Allen and Lion Chrystal
Zobel present school supplies to Missouri Valley
elementary teachers and students. (Bottom photo)
PDG Jerry Farley and Barb Farley of Neola Lions, Reg
Hockabout with Roger Burgoin and another Glenwood
Lion present schools supplies to the Sidney School
District.

GUTHRIE CENTER ran a blood drive.
HARLAN did a mobile food drive; took care of a local
hearing aid request; made a donation to the Library
Summer Program.
MILO ran Dan Nash Fundraiser and soup supper.
NEOLA recycled cans; had its annual Pizza for Super
Bowl Night; donated to Post Proms at schools.
REDFIELD hosted a spaghetti supper; started Bingo;
made and handed out snack packs; did a fundraiser
for American Red Cross; held a Valentine dinner for
members; recycled cans; helped Big Al’s BBQ to serve
needy families.
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District 9EC

District Governor Tony Hill
39643 Nita Dr.
Bellevue, Iowa 52031
563-349-5274
74tony.hill@gmail.com

Well, would anyone have predicted that we would
have a WORLDWIDE epidemic in March of 2020
and then predicted that it would put the whole world’s
economy on hold? You would have told them they
were crazy! But here we are working through this
unbelievable turn of events. Now is the time for Lions
to look within their communities to see if there are
ways to support people in need.
I keep thinking about a single mother that was
working at a restaurant as a waitress making good tips
and, through no fault of her own, is impacted by the
restaurant closures. She has all the expenses of a young
family! She has rent or a house payment, transportation
costs, healthcare expenses, groceries etc. Situations
like this are happening all over. Please take a look
at situations like this that could or have happened in
your community and help out in some way. Get them
contacts of people or organizations that can help them
with food or monetary donations. If your Lions or
individuals Lions can help, that would be awesome as
well.
Some people are receiving a stimulus check from the
government and may be fortunate enough to not need it
and they might be willing to give some to food pantries.
As of this writing, the newscasts are doing stories on
how food pantries are being stretched to the limit and
they need food and funds to help others.
As far as fundraisers, in our district we’ve had tens
and tens of club fundraisers canceled. Put on your
thinking caps about different ways to possibly have a
fundraiser. Maybe it could be through Facebook or Go
Fund Me. I am not very good at coming up with NEW
ideas, but I know we have a lot of creative Lions minds
out there and some of you are already doing some
creative things. Share them with others so other Lions
clubs can replicate them.
I think you are aware, but I have been keeping
track on how well our district goals are coming along
with my monthly scorecard. I just updated District
9EC results and our district is really rocking. Our new
members are up and our service projects numbers
are awesome. We are doing fantastic and that is a big
THANK YOU for all of your work!

Because of COVID-19, we have not been
able to have regular meetings. Please think about
alternate methods for meetings. Just the other day
I was on a Zoom audio and video meeting and it
went very, very well. Try a conference call through
FreeConferenceCall.com. That will work, as well.
PLEASE do not stop having meetings; it is important to
collaborate and get Lions business done.
Last but not least, I know that this is not the most
opportune time to ask for donations. At the same time,
the need has never been greater. Over 20 million people
have filed for unemployment and many are relying
on resources in their community to put food on the
table. PLEASE do not forget to support the Lions Club
International Foundation as well as the Iowa Lions
Foundation. They need our support more than ever
before. We have 15 clubs in the district that have not
donated to LCIF and we have 12 clubs that have not
donated to Iowa Lions Foundation. Please consider a
donation to one or both of these foundations. If your
club has already supported them but you think that
you might have some funds to support them again, it
would be greatly appreciated if you made an additional
contribution!

March New Members
Welcome to Lions

New Member
Sponsor
Nick Axtel
Charter Member
BJ Axtel
Charter Member
Chris Ball
Charter Member
Henry Bentley
Charter Member
Ben Brown
Charter Member
Maria Brown
Charter Member
David Clark
Charter Member
Kerry Clark
Charter Member
Joshua Crow
Charter Member
Linda Duncan
Charter Member
Tim Ervin
Charter Member
Amber Ganzer
Charter Member
Linda Ganzer
Charter Member
Tia Glenney
Charter Member
Jennifer Jennings
Charter Member
Todd Johnson
Charter Member
Ajay Kshetry
Charter Member
Shannon Langenberg Charter Member
Linda Nickler
Charter Member
Kay White
Charter Member
Rafeek Yassin
Charter Member
Erica Hursey
Margaret Thilgen
John Hursey
Margaret Thilgen
Bridget Mille
Kathy Rollings
Ben Maher
Jacob Cram
Faith Curtis
Stacy Pasker
Debra Herrmann
Paul Fugate
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Club
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
Wilton
DeWitt
DeWitt
DeWitt
DeWitt Nite
Fairfax
Mount Vernon

District 9EC

March Scorecard

Districts 9EC Goals

MEMBERSHIP

Actual

New Members in our Existing Clubs

77

92

122

New Club

1

1

1

New Members in the New Club

21

15

20

New Branch Club

0

0

1

New LEO Club

0

0

1

Retention - Dropped Members

80

75

100

Net Membership Growth

+18

+31

+42

District Membership TOTAL

1,364

1378

1,388

Women’s Membership

31.38 %
428
29

413
-

30.0 %
416
-

People Served

78,715

67,500

90,000

Service Activities

914

555

740

Childhood Cancer Activity

12

32

43

Diabetes Activity

24

32

43

# of Clubs entering Activities in MyLion

38

-

34

Club Service Chair Person

16

-

21

Dollars Donated/Pledged

$32,486.44

$51,000

$68,000

Clubs Who Donated/Pledged $ to LCIF

29

28

37

Club LCIF Chair Person In Place

20

-

27

Dollars Donated/Pledged

$41,725

$30,450

$40,600

Clubs who have Donated $ to ILF

32

22

29

Membership Chair Person

9 month Goal

Total Year Goal

SERVICE

LCIF – Campaign 100

Iowa Lions Foundation (ILF)

In Memoriam

Member
Cecil E. Hoon

Club
Years a Lion
Davenport Breakfast
8

PageCLUB
1 of 1

SERVICE ACTIVITIES
– March 2020 –

Due to time constraints service activities for
march are not listed.
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ACTIVITIES

District 9NE

WATERLOO sold donated used books with
proceeds going to help those needing eye
exams and eyeglasses; served a free meal to
people in the community.

District Governor Doug Boelman
1612 W. 7th St.
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613
319-269-8601
dkboelman@cfu.net

Welcome New Members
Denver — Trish Samuelson
Jesup — Dawn Vogel
Laporte City — Riley C Scheetz
Nashua — Barbara E Sinnwel
New Hampton — Brian D Carolan
Ryan — Jim Kelchen
Western Dubuque — Doug Recker

Deceased Members
Balltown — R P Woodmoor
Balltown — Cletus C Steger
Denver — Roger Thurm

WEST UNION made $200 donations to each
of the following: Open Hands Food Pantry
in West Union, Fayette County Food Shelf
in Fayette and Fayette County COVID-19
Disaster Response Fund.
BELLE PLAINE helped food recipients
maintain distance from each other at the food
bank in Belle Plaine; held a community activity
focused on Type 2 diabetes awareness and
education; at the pancake breakfast, local
medical clinic staff offered diabetes screenings.
NASHUA held a Fish Fry at the Nashua Town
& Country Club.
HAWKEYE had members bring good used
donated items for free distribution.
VAN HORNE visited by phone during the
COVID-19 pandemic and decided to send a
check to the Benton County Food Pantry as a
donation to help with hunger issues.

SPONSOR OF MANY.
Hudson Lion Gary Doughty
has sponsored many new
members during his 50-plus
years as a Lion. Here he’s
pictured inducting his latest
recruit, Lion Bruce Johnson,
alongside District Governor
Doug Boelman.
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MEMORY AND HONOR. (Above) 9NE 1st Vice District Governor Rich Congdon, right, leads the prayer for the
9NE memorial service during the 9NE Convention as International Director Dr. Jose Marerro and his parter Annie
Garcia bow their heads in prayer. (Below) Past International Director Norm Dean introduces keynote speaker and
international guest Dr. Jose Marerro from Puerto Rico during the 9NE Convention. It was the last district convention to
be held before Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds banned large gatherings due to the coronavirus pandemic.
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District 9NW

District Governor Dale Schoening
1747 R Ave.
Madrid, Iowa 50156
515-290-7737
daschoening@gmail.com

Online District Convention a Success!
I am happy to report that our online 9NW District
Convention on April 18 went well! We had as
many as 38 people present for at least some of the
convention. Twelve of our clubs had members in
attendance.
We got to meet and briefly visit with our District
Peace Poster winner, Katelyn Dykstra from Sheldon.
We visited a bit about how our clubs are doing in
the midst of the COVID-19 situation.
We heard from Lori Short with an update on Iowa
KidSight, including where things stand because of
COVID-19.
We had an excellent presentation by Dr. Erin
Volk, Director of Institutional Research and Resource
Development at Western Iowa Tech Community
College in Sioux City, on “Using Grants to Enhance
Your Club’s Service.”
PDG Jim Bixler, our State LCIF chair, gave an
informative program on LCIF and Campaign 100.
We held a memorial service honoring the
following Lions from 9NW who have died since the
2019 District Convention: Dean Fick (Battle Creek),
Craig Pottratz (Boone), James Blanshan (Boone),
Eugene “Jerry” Geisler (Churdan), Richard Ruge
(Fort Dodge Noon), Clark Helms (Madrid), John
Emerson (Ogden), Larry Koos (Rockwell City) and
Robert Onnen (Rockwell City).
An outstanding and encouraging keynote address
by International Director Mike Banks of Stillwater,
Oklahoma, focused on both the challenges we face
with COVID-19 and on the opportunities to step up
as leaders. ID Mike pointed out that we have to think
outside of the box because the box is now broken.
COVID-19 is requiring us to do things in ways we
have never done them before. He also expressed the
confidence that we will come out of this situation
better and stronger.

In addition, we were able to elect a first vice
district governor! Lion Roger Curtis from Badger
stepped up and was unanimously elected to that
office by roll call vote of the clubs in attendance,
with each being allotted the appropriate number of
votes based on their membership, up to the number
of Lions actually present from the club. Because
of COVID-19, the International Board is allowing
districts to use alternative methods of conducting
elections and we took advantage of that permission
in electing Roger. (The next article will talk about the
larger plan for district officers for 2020-21.)
Although some of us found the technology a
little challenging (myself included), all-in-all things
went well. Some of our presenters had PowerPoint
presentations and those who had video access were
able to view those. Out of the five districts in Iowa
that canceled their conventions, we were the only
district to try an online convention. I believe that we
are going to be making much greater use of online
technology moving forward, not only for conventions
and meetings, but for things like club visits, zone
meetings and even club meetings.

About the 2020-21 District Officer Situation
As mentioned, Roger Curtis was elected first
vice district governor at our online convention. He
indicates he is willing to step up as district governor
for the coming year, however, since Roger has not
yet served as a vice district governor, this can only
happen under Lions rules through a special process.
Thus, on May 9, there will be an online meeting
to which the current district cabinet and all of our
past district governors will be invited. That group
is tasked with the responsibility of filling district
officer vacancies and they are allowed somewhat
more leeway when it comes to prerequisites than is
the case for an election held at a district convention.
They have the option of moving Roger up to district
governor, or may choose to elect a past district
governor to that position. They also can fill any
vacant vice district governor positions, and again
have a bit more leeway in choosing people than
would be the case if we were electing people at the
district convention.
We also still have an opening for a two-year
term for an Iowa Lions Foundation Trustee from
our district. That, too, can be taken care of at this
meeting.
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Update on New Clubs
The Denison Latino Lions Branch Club is
operating and currently is at 12 members. They were
planning a membership drive as they continue to
work toward charter strength, but COVID-19 has
pretty much put everything on hold.
As of March 4, the planned Campus Lions Club
at Western Iowa Tech Community College in Sioux
City had 19 people signed up. We thought we had
reached charter strength (20), only to discover that
two of the people who had signed up are 16-yearold high school students who are taking classes at
WITCC, and thus are not yet old enough to be Lions
members; although we are encouraging them to
take part in club projects. The club is getting very
close to charter strength, and are eager to get started!
However, the COVID-19 situation has caused
WITCC, like virtually all colleges, to close their
campus and shift to mostly online instruction for the
time being.
Once the campus reopens, either in summer or fall
term, we will resume our efforts to start this club.
DG Dale has already pledged that he will continue to
work with the college in this effort in support of our
next district governor.

NEW MEMBERS!

We welcome these new Lions
who have joined us in service!
Club
Churdan
Denison Latino

Member
John J. Lonergan

Sponsor
Lynn Subbert

Andy Chapa

Denison Latino Israel Merida Cifuentes
Le Mars

Audrey Kurth

Robert Kurth

Sac City

Harry Allen McCollum

Linda Ritchie

At the end of March, District 9NW had 780
members in 36 chartered clubs and a branch
club. This is a net gain of 3 for the month and
a net loss of 17 for the year. We are making
progress on membership. We can still have a
net gain in membership for the year. One new
member in every club would be more than
enough to get us there. Keep inviting caring
people in your community to become Lions.

CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR MARCH
CHURDAN delivered Meals on Wheels five days
each week; held a Pancake Supper at a basketball
game raising $775 to fund Christmas drawing; held
a Fish Sale netting $1,600.

FEEDING BODIES AND MINDS. This book/food box
is mounted at the west door of the Woodward United
Methodist Church. It was made over the past two
months by Past District Governor Paul Thompson. He
also made the stained glass Methodist Church Emblem
at the peak of the box. It was intended to be a book
box only with room enough for three-ring binders on the
bottom shelf, hardback books on the second shelf and
paperbacks on top with further expansion above the
door. The signs were nearly made for mounting when
someone mentioned that it was meant to be a food box
so the intentions were changed. The signs were donated
by the Pinnacle Harbor business downtown. It was on
a stand for a couple weeks for the church to approve
its position and then mounted with lag screws into the
mortar between the bricks. PDG Paul put a small amount
of books from different authors and some canned food in
it and invited others to contribute as well. It filled up in a
few days with 80% food on all three shelves. Not much
room for books but that is great, especially during the
COVID-19 crisis.

May 2020…THE IOWA LION…Page 19

District 9NC

District Governor Dennis Lee
715 NE Third Street
Eagle Grove, IA 50533
515-835-1480
eaglesroost1@yahoo.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Correction from last month. These members were
identified in the wrong club in the April issue.

Member

Club

Sponsor

Jillian McIntire

Mason City Noon

Tiffany Nonweiler

Nellie O’Mara

Mason City Noon

Kristin Buehner

Larry Weide

Mason City Noon

John Lundberg

No content provided by district governor this month.
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Culture of Safety Essential for Diabetics
By PDG Bill Shutters
MD9 Diabetes Awareness Chair
I recently read an article discussing the possible
unwanted outcomes, physical and financial, of
excavating, landscaping, planting or just driving a
rebar into the ground proximal to buried transmission
lines, regardless of whether they carried water, waste,
electricity, fuel gases, crude oil or petroleum products,
communication or fiber optic info, anhydrous
ammonia or a myriad of other chemicals. The article
emphasized a “Culture of Safety” when working near
transmission lines. During these times, a “Culture of
Safety” is also essential for a diabetic.
Some studies suggest that COVID-19 patients with
diabetes have three times the rate of mortality as those
without diabetes. Other studies disagree, but people
with diabetes appear to be at increased risk of having
a more severe COVID-19 infection. Comorbidity
conditions such as cardiovascular disease, kidney
disease, advanced age and frailty, as well as secondary
bacterial pneumonia after the viral infection, are likely
to increase the severity of the disease. Some other
mechanisms hypothesized have been imbalances in
the enzymes of the endocrine system, the inability
of the body to remove a virus, insulin resistance and
certain medications.
A diabetic’s “Culture of Safety” should include:
• Good glycemic control
• Adequate nutrition
• Exercise
• Plenty of sleep
• Being current with vaccinations for influenza and
pneumonia
• Correct hand washing techniques
• Social distancing
• Shelter in place, if possible
• Good respiratory hygiene with elbow or tissue
• Maintaining a sufficient stash of diabetic
medications and supplies
• Knowing the symptoms of COVID-19 and where
to seek medical treatment
• A social network to preserve mental health
After watching a group of entertainers on TV

discuss how they are dealing with the shelter in
place program, Hetty Bheishman, who holds my
umbrella, told me I forgot one – a word I seldom use –
temperance. I will only cite the words Socrates wrote
2,500 years and several pandemics ago: “Moderation
in all things, nothing in excess.”
We will survive. As we shelter in place, remember
no relationship is all sunshine, but two people can
share one umbrella and survive the storm together.

Campaign 100 Challenge
Extended Through May 31
By PDG Jim Bixler
MD9 LCIF Coordinator
I’d like to see an increase in individual Lions
giving to LCIF. At this point, only District 9EC
has met my challenge to increase the percentage
of individual giving to LCIF. It doesn’t matter
the amount of the individual donation because all
dollars add up.
The definition of individual giving is Lions
members themselves, not the club and not the
district. We still want those club and district
donations, but the purpose of this challenge
was to get more individual Lions supporting the
foundation.
The original challenge was that I will
personally match up to $1,000 for each district that
shows an increase in new personal donations by
the end of April. I am now extending that deadline
to the end of May, so get out your checkbooks
and send a personal donation for LCIF Campaign
100 to your district LCIF coordinator or to me, or
better yet, log on to the Donate page on the LCIF
website and make your donation there. Remember
to have it to them before May 31, 2020.
District LCIF Coordinators are:
9EC Rick Baughman
9MC DG Judy Stone
9NC PDG Darwin Meyer
9NE Michael Farmer
9NW Rick Jones
9SE PDG Nancy Slack
9SW PDG Ken Klemish
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LCIF Responds to COVID-19
Pandemic with Grants to Districts
By DG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

Even while its employees are working from
home during shelter-in-place orders in Illinois,
Lions Clubs International Foundation continues
to respond to emergency needs around the world.
As of press time, LCIF has issued $2.6 million in
grants to help fight the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the Lions Clubs International
website, LCIF is giving priority consideration to
support regions with extreme rates of confirmed
COVID-19 cases. The focus is on addressing those
needs that exist within local medical and emergency
management systems that are coordinating efforts
with the World Health Organization (WHO) and
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDD)
guidelines.
“As of April 17, COVID-19 grants in
Constitutional Area 1 (the United States, Bermuda
and the Bahamas) totaled $317,762 in 13 grants,”
said MD9 LCIF Coordinator Jim Bixler.
For consideration, applications need to:
1. Follow the Emergency (EMR) grant criteria
of having at least 100+ people infected
(confirmed cases) in the immediate area/
district.
2. $10,000 maximum grant amount.
3. Funds available only to address active and
immediate cases; not future outbreaks.
Disaster Preparedness grants are excluded.
4. Funds should be used for Lions to work with
local medical and emergency management
services that are addressing the outbreak.
This could be for sourcing medical supplies,
quarantine-related expenses, etc. for those
infected.
5. Funds may not cover personal expenses for
those infected or quarantined.

6. Another option is to consider Multiple
District level grants, as appropriate, for areas
with a significant number of cases (5,000+)
over several districts.
7. All requests will be considered on a case-bycase basis.

One example of a use for the COVID-19
emergency grant is purchasing medical equipment.
“New York received one of the LCIF grants
and coordinated the purchase of critically-needed
equipment for health care workers,” explained
Past International Director Ardie Klemish, who
personally knows some of the Lions in Multiple
District 20, which includes the state of New York
and the island of Bermuda.
Currently, there are sub-districts in Iowa that
have reached 100+ positive cases. Those districts
could be eligible for LCIF grants, but clubs or
districts have to apply for the money. “You can’t
get it if you don’t ask for it,” said Bixler.
So far, grants have been issued to districts in
Texas, California, Louisiana, Michigan, Tennessee,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Washington,
New York and Connecticut.
For inquiries on emergency grants please contact
lcifemergencygrants@lionsclubs.org.

Donating to the LCIF
COVID-19 Response
Donations for the Lions’ COVID-19 response
are being accepted through LCIF’s General Disaster
Fund. Please make a donation to help in the fight to
keep families and communities safe.
All donations to this fund are eligible for Melvin
Jones Fellows and Campaign 100. Please be
aware acknowledgments and recognition for LCIF
donations will be delayed due to COVID-19.
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Share 100 Years of Lions with the
Cedar Rapids Noon Lions
June 13, 2020
Elmcrest Country Club
1 Zach Johnson Dr.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
5:30 PM
Movies from the 1920s; Cedar Rapids Noon Lions’ History; Awards
Guest Speaker: Lions International Vice President Brian Sheehan
Dinner Choice:
Braised Beef Short Ribs:

#______@$50 =_______.

Pistachio Crusted Chicken

#______@$50=_______.

Baked Eggplant & Forest Mushroom Roulade #______@ $50=_______.
Total:$_______
Make Checks Payable to Cedar Rapids Noon Lions
Name:_____________________________________
Spouse/Guest:______________________________
Address:___________________________________
Club:______________________________________
Email:_____________________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Mail to: Lion Don Magee
PO Box 1881
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406
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CELEBRATING 100 IN THE ‘20s. The Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club will be
celebrating their centennial anniversary in June with a 1920s theme.

THE IOWA LION

Cedar Rapids Noon Set to
Celebrate Club Centennial
By DG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

energetic 2nd international
vice president, the Cedar
Rapids Noon celebration
coordinators plan to show
old movies from the 1920s
and present some awards to
its members.

Several clubs in Iowa will be celebrating
Centennial anniversaries during the 2020 calendar
year. The Cedar Rapids Noon Lions are hoping
Lions from across the state will join them in
celebrating on Saturday, June 13, at the Elmcrest
Country Club in Cedar Rapids.
Lions Clubs International 2nd Vice President
Brian Sheehan of Bird Island, Minnesota, will be
the guest speaker. VP Brian is no stranger to Iowa
Lions, having served as the Global Area Leadership
Team coordinator and been the guest speaker at
some of the conventions in Iowa. He has been a
District Governor-Elect Group leader and served
on several international committees, including the
USA/Canada Forum Planning and the Centennial
Action committees.
In addition to an enthusiastic speech from the

International 2nd Vice
President Brian Sheehan

Cedar Rapids Noon
Lion and MD9 Global
Membership Chair Terry
Durham says Lions can
come dressed in Roaring
‘20s attire, if they’d like.

Cost to attend is $50 per person and includes a
dinner choice of braised beef short ribs, pistachio
crusted chicken or baked eggplant and forest
mushroom roulade. Mail in the registration form
found on page 23 of this issue or contact Lion Don
Magee at 319-362-3292 or mageedon2@gmail.com.
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