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Jesup Lion Seeks Living Organ
Donor for Kidney Transplant
By VDG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion
Lions clubs are known for taking care of people in
their communities. Sometimes, that person who needs
help is also a Lion. Jesup
Lions know this all to well as
one of their own members is
battling kidney disease and in
need of a transplant.
Lion Ron Paul Gudenkauf
undergoes dialysis three
times per week while he
awaits a kidney transplant.
“I am glad to have the
option of dialysis to keep me Jesup Lion Paul Gudenkauf
alive while I wait,” said Paul,
“but it takes a lot of time and can cause more health
problems. So, I am hoping that I can get a transplant
sooner rather than later.”
The waiting list for kidney donation from a
deceased person is long. Paul said there are 100,000
people in the United States waiting for a kidney
transplant.
“Few people die under circumstances where organ
donation is possible,” said Paul. “I may have to spend
4 to 8 years on the transplant waiting list before I
receive a matching kidney from a deceased donor.”
That is why Paul is hoping to find a living donor.

Kidneys are one of the few organs that can be donated
by a living person, one who can live on one kidney
of their own. He’s hoping to find a compatible living
donor within the next year, maybe even from another
Lion.
“Living donors don’t need to be biologically
related to me, but our blood types would need to
be compatible,” he said. People with high blood
pressure, diabetes or kidney problems of their own
are ineligible to donate, but others who meet the
requirements may donate a kidney.
“For these reasons, I am asking for your help in
spreading the word,” Paul pleads. Sharing that people
interested in donation can visit the Explore Transplant
website to learn more about the process. “If you
would be willing to help share my need for a living
donor with your community of friends and family,
I would appreciate it,” said Paul. “It’s very hard to
bring this up with people myself. It is possible that
one of them, or someone they know, would want to
help me or someone else.”
The Explore Transplant website has information
and videos from living donors explaining the process.
Even if you aren’t compatible with Paul, you might be
compatible with someone else who needs a kidney.
If you would like more information about living
donation, please contact the University of Iowa Living
Kidney Donor Coordinator at 319-356-1136.

School Honors Cedar Rapids
Lions for Volunteer Efforts
Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club has an ongoing
partnership with Wright Elementary School. Each
year the club undertakes a major project to aid the
school. The 2017-18 school year is the third time
that books have been purchased. During the first
two years, books were provided for the library. This
year there was a special need for classroom books
to accompany new curriculum in grades K-2. The
teachers have their books and the students have
worksheets but the accompanying student books
were not available.
Cedar Rapids Noon Lions presented $1,000 for
books at an assembly on March 6. The response
from the students was enthusiastic and the staff was
most excited to have these resources available for
the remainder of the school year.
In March, the staff and students at Wright School
honored Cedar Rapids Lions Club members M.
Debner and A. Ketelsen, for their volunteer work
on behalf of the students. Debner donated 51 pairs
of handmade mittens. Both Debner and Ketelsen
donated numerous supplies and articles of clothing
to the school health clinic. In addition, both
members volunteer weekly tutoring students.

WANTED
MULTIPLE DISTRICT GLOBAL
SERVICE COORDINATOR
TO SERVE MD9 THRU JUNE 30, 2020

Cedar Rapids Noon Lions M. Debner and A. Ketelsen present
books to teachers at Wright Elementary School.
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A View
from the Chair

5 to 6% of the children screened that are referred for
further screening by eye professionals. Keep up the
great work that you are doing.

Council Chair Paul Hain Jr.

Besides the loss of membership throughout the
state, the reluctance of leaders to step forward to
fill leadership positions is a major concern. It is
happening at the club level first with many carryover
positions each year. Most districts are having
problems filling zone chair positions which is leading
to not having candidates to fill the vice district
governor position. We thank those PDGs who have
stepped forward to fill the district governor positions
next year, but we shouldn’t have to have them serve
a second term. If you are interested in serving any
district position, please contact your district leaders
to learn more about what is expected to serve in the
position.

P.O. Box 401
Lone Tree, IA 52755
319-629-5124 Home
319-330-5920 Cell
paulhain@windstream.net

As this Lions year comes to an end, Sylvia and
I would like to thank the Lions of Iowa for the
opportunity to serve as your council chair this year. It
has truly been a great honor and pleasure to represent
the Lions of Iowa in our many travels and functions
throughout this year. We have met so many great
Lions and hold many fond memories of this year.
Sylvia and I wish Council Chair Elect Chris Anderson
and his partner in service, Lion Verneta, the best as
they start their year of service to the Lions of Iowa.
Contrary to what some Lions think, the state of
Lionism in Iowa is alive and very active. Membership
has continued to slip this year, but five of the seven
districts are actively working on adding new clubs.
To date in 9EC, a new club has been established in
Bellevue, a branch club in both Davenport and Durant,
with other areas on the radar.
It is great to see the enthusiasm that is generated
when positive results start happening with new clubs
and members in a district. However, we need to step
up our effort to stop the loss of current members.
Make sure, as leaders in your club, to involve all
members in at least one service project each year.
Make all members feel that they are an important part
of the club in all of the club activities.
Congratulations to the KidSight program as
it reached a milestone on February 23, when the
Washington Lions Club screened the 500,000th child
during a KidSight screening. KidSight continues to be
the signature project for the state since its inception in
2000. The Iowa Lions are making a difference to those

Zone, district and state meetings attendance is
down. These meetings are held to inform all Lions,
not just the district leadership, and give updates,
ideas and ways to improve your club and the service
we do as Lions. It is a great way to meet other Lions
and learn about what their clubs do for service
projects. Please encourage all members to attend these
important meetings.
The Lions International Convention will be held
in Las Vegas June 29 through July 3, 2018. The Iowa
Lions have 49 registered for the convention. The Iowa
delegation will be housed in the Hotel Luxor, close to
the MGM Grand Hotel and Convention Center. The
International Parade will be held on Saturday, June
30, and stepping off at 8:30 a.m. to hopefully beat
the heat that can occur that time of the year. You will
need the official Iowa parade shirt to participate. If
you need a parade shirt, please contact the state office.
The International Show on Saturday, June 30, features
a performance by Cirque Dreams called “Jungle
Fantasy.” It features daring acrobatics, music and
more. Keynote speakers include Dr. Sanjay Gupta,
President George W. Bush and a performance by
Mr. Las Vegas, Wayne Newton. Looking forward to
seeing you in Vegas.
Your newly elected Council of Governors for
2018-2019 and other state leaders are prepared to
help you move forward in your Lionism. If your club
needs help in any way, don’t be shy about asking for
help from these leaders. Continue to ask prospective
members to join our great organization and help with
the great service we do as Lions.
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Child Celebrates Three
Years With the Gift of Sight
Submitted by Iowa Lions Eye Bank

On April 7, 3-year-old Joseph Carlson celebrated
an important anniversary – three years ago, he was
able to see for the very first time.
At three months old, Joseph received his first
cornea transplant in his left eye. Before the surgery,
Joseph was blind, only able to see bright lights.
“I knew something was wrong with Joe’s eyes
right after he was born,” says his mother, Andrea
Carlson. “His eyes had a cloudy, chalk-like
appearance.”
Days later, Andrea and her husband learned
that Joseph had a disease called Peter’s Anomaly,
a condition that causes corneas to be clouded at
birth. Peter’s Anomaly is so rare it occurs in only
1 to 2 children per 100,000 births. Joseph was also
born without a corpus callosum, the neurological
structure that allows both sides of the brain to
communicate with each other.
A pediatric ophthalmologist in Des Moines
referred Joseph to the ophthalmology department
at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. He
was one-week old when he had his first appointment
with Dr. Kenneth Goins and Dr. Scott Larson.
Three months later, Joseph had a cornea transplant
in his left eye and was able to see the world for the

Joseph Carlson, three years old

very first time, giving him the chance to lead the life
of a normal child. Six weeks later, he received his
second cornea transplant, this time in his right eye.
Joseph’s family is forever grateful to the cornea
donors that made Joseph’s sight possible. Andrea
once said, “Each morning is like Christmas for
Joseph because he has two gifts that he gets to open:
his eyes.”
Through Iowa Lions Eye Bank’s “Gratitude
is the Best Attitude” program, which encourages
correspondence between donor families and
recipients, the Carlson family has been in touch
with the donor family of Joseph’s right cornea. His
donor, Darick, was only 18 when he died tragically
in a car accident near his home in Ottawa, Kansas.
Joseph’s transplant surgery took place the same day
as Darick’s funeral.
In a letter to the Carlson family, Darick’s mom
wrote that Darick was someone who went out of his
way to look out for those who often got left behind,
and always made everyone feel important and

Four month old Joseph, after his second transplant surgery
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loved. They sent prayers for Joseph to have eyes
to also see beyond the surface and to have a tender
heart that sees those who need a hand up.
In Andrea’s reply, she shared that she and her
husband intend to always honor the fact that their
son shares a piece of Darick, and that Joseph will
grow up knowing who Darick is.
The two families have since connected through
social media, and are hoping to meet in person this
summer, despite the four-hour distance.
Joseph is a resilient little boy and he is thriving
with his corneal transplants. He started an early
preschool in January, and attends every weekday
afternoon. His mom said, “Joseph loves going to
school and looks forward to it every day!”
Joseph is also competing as the youngest
member of Team Iowa in the 2018 Donate Life
Transplant Games of America in Salt Lake City,
Utah this August, and will be participating in the
track and field events at the games.
As a member of Team Iowa, each competitor
is responsible for fundraising a minimum of $500.
Funds raised support the entire team’s participation
in the Transplant Games. Team Iowa’s goal is to
raise $100,000 and, to date, they have raised over
$85,000! Iowa Lions Eye Bank is a proud Bronze
Sponsor of Team Iowa and has a designated staff
member on the Team Iowa Committee.
Be sure to like Joseph’s Journey Facebook Page
to follow Joseph’s story and path to the Transplant
Games and to find information on ways to help the
Carlson family meet their fundraising goal!

Lions Recycle
Glasses and More
By Marvin Klebe
9SE Environmental Chair

Lions Clubs in Iowa have been recycling
eyeglasses for many years.
Several Lions Clubs in Iowa still recycle
eyeglasses: Pella, Oelwein, Marshalltown and
Decorah. The Iowa City Lions Club no longer
sorts, cleans, categorizes and distributes used
eyeglasses.
Individual clubs can take glasses to the
Iowa KidSight office, to zone meetings, district
meetings and the Lions State meetings.One last
option is to take them to the local Wal-Mart
store.
Iowa Lions clubs also need to continue
collecting hearing aids and cell phones and
distribute them the same way as in the past.

SOME PEOPLE LIVE AN ENTIRE
LIFETIME WONDERING
IF THEY’VE MADE A
DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.

LIONS DON’T HAVE
THAT PROBLEM.

The Carlson family
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membership drops will not be issued after the
release of the semi-annual billings on July 1 and
January 1. There will no longer be a grace period
in January and July to adjust their club rosters and
receive a credit for unreported membership drops.
This will provide greater alignment with district and
multiple district billing and create more accurate
reporting that better reflects true membership
growth. So, report the correct membership info no
later than June 30 and December 31.

ID Report
International Director
Ardie Klemish
P.O. Box 356
Adair, IA 50002
641-740-0148
ardieklemish@gmail.com

International Convention in Las Vegas

Our May ID travels:
Our May ID travels included official visits to
District 13 Ohio 6 convention in Germantown,
Ohio; Multiple District 16 State Convention in
Atlantic City, New Jersey; and Lions Day on
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, where we met with
U.S. Congress. I also helped with the MD9 DGE
training on May 12 in Pleasant Hill.
News from the April International Board
Meeting:
1. Past International President J. Frank
Moore III has accepted the position of Executive
Administrator and Secretary for Lions Clubs
International.
2. The 2025 International Convention will be
held in Mexico City, Mexico. The other bids were
from Louisville, Kentucky; Vienna, Austria; and
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The Mexico bid was
the “best buy” for our worldwide Lions’ travel
budgets.
3. Lioness “Join Together” program has been
extended to June 30, 2021.
4. A new My Lion app will be launched prior to
the opening of the 2018 International Convention in
Las Vegas. Watch for new ways that an individual
Lion can report their own service activities that will
“feed into” MyLCI.
5. Starting on June 30, 2018, dues credits for

Name badges will be printed at your delegation
hotel, not at the convention center. So, when you
check in at the hotel, you receive your name badge
there (similar to the USA/Canada Forum). The
parade will begin at 8:30 a.m. sharp Saturday,
June 30, and will only be one mile long. This is to
avoid the desert sun/heat as much as possible. The
business session is at 2:00 p.m. that same day in the
MGM, where nominations for International Director
will be held. Opening plenary session July 1 will
feature Dr. Sanjay Gupta and 10-year-old singer
Angelica Hale, as well as demonstrations for 3rd
vice president. The second plenary session on July
2 features President George W. Bush as the keynote
speaker and One Voice Children’s Choir as the
entertainment. The final plenary session features the
installation of 2018-19 International President and
district governors and a performance by “Mr. Las
Vegas,” entertainer Wayne Newton.
SECURITY FOR PLENARY SESSIONS
and the International Show: purses, backpacks,
tote bags, camera bags are prohibited in the Grand
Garden Arena. All attendees will be given a clear
plastic stadium bag to use to carry their belongings
during the convention. ALL ATTENDEES WILL
BE REQUIRED TO PASS THROUGH A METAL
DETECTOR FOR THE SECOND PLENARY
SESSION. As soon as you are certified to vote, you
can immediately vote. Voting will be Sunday from
1 to 5 p.m., Monday 9:30 to 5, and Tuesday 7:30
to 10:30. Take your voter certification form to Las
Vegas - your club secretary can print it for you.
New this year: a Strides dance, onsite service
project at MGM Grand and charity golf tournament.
You can check out the schedule and still register at
the LCIcon website.
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10 Basic Steps to Leadership
By PCC Bill Pollard
MD9 GLT Coordinator

amount of paper and qualifications.

Leadership – Webster defines it as:
1. The office or position of leadership
2. Capacity to lead
3. The act or an instance of leading
Seems easy enough, but why are so many afraid
of it? Is it fear of failure? Would the club not like me
anymore if I had to make them do something they
don’t want to?
All of these are brought up at one time or another.
It’s human nature to be led and why, for me, I don’t
understand. Everyone one is a free thinker by nature;
they just haven’t tapped that resource. Remember, real
leaders are not born, they adapt to the needs of their
environment.
So what is a leader? It has been broken down to 10
basic steps:
1. Share Information. Communicate what you can
to your team members to keep them in the loop.
2. Say Thanks. People want to be appreciated and it
costs nothing to say thanks.
3. Empower Through Delegation. You may think
no one can do it as well as you, but you need to
delegate so everyone has an opportunity to get
involved.
4. Adjust Your Style. Not everyone is alike, so
each person will need to be handled differently.
Remember, not everyone will take direction the
same way you do.
5. Set Small, Achievable Goals. Goals are needed
but be sure they are attainable. The club needs to
see they are finishing the projects quickly.
6. Have Fun! It is very important to make sure
everyone is having fun. This is a point that needs
attention always and it will make it easier
to get volunteers next time.
7. Remove Obstacles.
Bureaucracy stifles
creativity and
innovation,
so cut down
on the

© Dmitry Sunagatov ID 5272574 | Dreamstime Stock Photos

8. Give Feedback, Good or Bad. If it’s good, fluff
it up, if it’s bad, make sure it is presented as
constructive criticism, such as using it as learning
experience.
9. Raise Your Hand. Lead by example. If the
club sees you going that extra mile, they will be
quicker to step up.
10. Focus Your Time. It’s the old 80/20 principle.
Spend 20 percent of your time on 20 percent of
your team members and projects to achieve 80
percent success.
This is as simple as it can be made, so take a
chance to step up, get involved and be our next great
leader. Remember, the only one stopping you was in
the mirror this morning!

9NE Hickory Golf
Outing is June 16
The District 9NE Hickory Golf Association Outing
is scheduled for June 16. The tournament, which is
played using wooden-stick golf clubs, will tee off at
10 a.m. at the New Hampton Golf Club.
What makes this golf outing unique is “woodenstick” golf clubs, strange little golf balls and “sand”
tees played by golfers attired in 1920s-era attire like
knickers, floppy hats, high stockings and colorful
shirts.
“You have to do it,” said Lion Stephen Becker, one
of the golf outing coordinators.
Actual hickory golf clubs are provided as part of
the registration fee, along with a lunch, prizes, cart
and displays from times gone by. Appropriate period
apparel is encouraged.
Cost to participate in the golf outing is $160 for a
two-person team with cart or $130 for a two-person
team without cart. The fees include 18 holes, use of
hickory golf clubs, lunch and prizes.
Anyone interested in playing in this Alternate
Shot-Two-Person outing should contact Lion Stephen
Becker at lionstephenb@mediacombb.net.
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club service projects, but can also report on MyLCI
to help the club secretary. The club secretary needs to
report on MyLCI the new Club Service Coordinator
position so they can log on and help with reporting.

District 9SW
District Governor
Chris Anderson

810 3rd Ave.
Audubon, IA 50025
712-563-2501 Home
712-304-5702 Cell
vcanders@windstream.net

THANK YOU LIONS OF 9SW FOR A GREAT
YEAR. I’m sure many of our great past district
governors will agree, the year as district governor
will go quickly. It has been an honor to serve as your
district governor.
It is amazing to read about the projects and
services our clubs do. The active clubs are busy,
strong and growing. My question is, what would
our communities do without a Lions club? Do you
ever hear someone say, “Why doesn’t someone do
something about our community needs?” Where there
is a need, there is a Lion.
As we transition into a new Lions year, my hope is
that next year’s district and club leadership continue
to make changes so next year will be an even better
one. We always need to increase our membership,
mentor, keep members active and informed, and
continue to develop our next generation of leadership.
Yesterday is gone, we can’t change history, but we
can change tomorrow. We need to encourage new
club and district leaders, not keep recycling our old
leadership. New leaders mean new energy and ideas
to plan for the future. Please don’t be afraid to step
up in a new leadership role. There is a lot of training
available and district leadership to help. If I can do it,
believe me, anyone can. Don’t forget to communicate
to all members and make all members feel important.
What type of communication works for your club?

Please encourage members to read The Iowa Lion
magazine, not only on the Iowa Lions website under
“NEWS,” but also the two hard copies mailed to each
club secretary. The two hard copies are to be passed to
members without email. We are in a fast-paced world
and need new technology to get the information out
quickly.
As the 2017-2018 Lion year winds down, we need
clubs that have not made donations to the Iowa Lions
Foundation, Lions Clubs International Foundation
and our MD9 Legacy Project, to help by making
donations. The MD9 Legacy Project is for new
equipment at the Iowa Lions Eye Bank. The MD9
Legacy Project ends June 30 and we still need your
donations to reach the $65,000 goal.
JUST ANNOUNCED: Effective June 30, 2018,
LCI will no longer issue dues credits for membership
drops. This policy is the same as current district and
state dues policies. A good reason to keep your rosters
current, BEFORE June 30 or December 31.

DATE TO REMEMBER: JUNE 16, 1-2 p.m.,
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Casey. This will be for
officer training. This includes all officers, old and
new! Cabinet meeting at 2:00 p.m. and following
we will present three Warren Coleman Awards
from the district.
This is my last article as your 9SW district
governor. I will shift into a new role next year as
council chair and my articles will be under “A View
from the Chair.” Keep up the great work, 9SW, as
I feel we are the best Lions district in Iowa. Our
challenge is to always strive to get better.

Earlier, I mentioned club activities. Please report
them on MyLCI. We need the hours, number of Lions
helping, funds received and donated for Lions Clubs
International use. This information helps us receive
grants from large corporations. People and companies
like Bill and Melinda Gates donate millions to
help worldwide needs. Between LCIF, the Gates
Foundation and the UK, $60 million was donated and
used to treat measles.
We have a new position this year to focus on
service at all levels of Lions. The new Club Service
Coordinator not only helps to organize and develop
June 2018…THE IOWA LION…Page 8

In Memorium
Member

Years a Lion

Club

Ann Mae Everett

4 years

Lamoni Lions Club

George Knotts

23 years

Lamoni Lions Club

Carl Nehring

67 years

St Charles Lions Club

Jane Martens

19 years

Winterset Lions Club

Carl Stephens

31 years

Villisca Lions Club

CLUB ACTIVITIES
22 of 52 clubs reporting

ADAIR had two members attend International Board
of Directors meeting in Miami, Florida and district
conventions in Wisconsin and California; donated to
LCIF; participated in a Strides Walk.
ADEL donated $300 to high school math department for
20 graphing calculators; partnered with high school FFA
club to clean three miles of ditch; will assist the county
landfill in collecting hazardous waste.
ATLANTIC met with 6th graders and a local historian
to discuss country schools, including the club’s country
school Legacy project; hosted a waffle supper and bake
sale with funds going to bike trail and Camp Hertko
Hollow; donated $100 to the Atlantic Little league and
$550 to local YMCA; approved glasses for local resident.
AUDUBON helped with a congregate meals breakfast
fundraiser; donated to after-prom party; collected and
donated empty prescription bottles to be used at free
clinics.
COUNCIL BLUFFS helped clean up Council Bluffs;
donated $1,000 to send kids to Camp Hertko Hollow;
conducted a KidSight screening.
EARLHAM delivered meals to shut-ins; assisted
teachers; collected, sorted and recycled cans and
bottles.
EXIRA served 89 veterans and families a free veterans
breakfast where one Korea vet wore his original uniform;
made a donation for 1st through 3rd graders to visit
the Science Center of Iowa; held two weeks of garage
sales; installed one new member; donated to Iowa Lions
Foundation.
HARLAN sponsored a food pantry to provide food for
346 individuals; assisted a local special-needs network
group during Autism Awareness Month; handed out hot
dogs, popcorn, etc.; sold nine boxes of daffodils.
INDIANOLA EVENING held a regular meeting.
INDIANOLA NOON helped provide hearing aids for a
lady; recycled used eyeglasses.
LORIMOR held a Spring Dinner fundraiser for the
community with proceeds going toward a scholarship.

MILO ordered Lions vests to be worn for club activities;
ordered 3 more meeting signs; donated $150 to
Iowa Lions Foundation; refinished a wood floor in the
community center.
MOUNT AYR held a spaghetti supper fundraiser for
scholarships.
NEOLA donated money to Neola Community Center;
sorted and recycled cans/bottles.
NEW VIRGINIA elected next year’s officers; discussed a
scholarship and fundraising activities.
NORWALK delivered food to homeless; donated 30
cleaning supply baskets to food pantry; held the last
Bingo game of the season; helped as Scout leader;
helped with music booster fundraiser; helped with a
blood drive; distributed food and cleaning baskets at the
food pantry.
OSCEOLA honored Dave Gorsline with a Melvin Jones
Fellowship and Angela Braddock and Marge Wambold
with Warren Coleman awards.
PANORA served breakfast to elementary school kids
before taking the Iowa Basic Skills Test; did a KidSight
screening at a local daycare.
PERRY KidSight screened at a preschool.
RED OAK purchased a park bench at a playground
for parents to watch kids; provided funds for two
scholarships.
REDFIELD recycled eyeglasses; held a breakfast
fundraiser for the American Heart Association; hosted
Bingo and served food.
VILLISCA furnished 12 books to preschool kids;
donated to Relay for Life, Leader Dogs for the Blind and
the food pantry.

Number of Lions: 444
Number of Lion Hours: 2,254
Number Served: 5,435
Funds Raised: $20,095
Funds Donated: $17,229
42.31% of Clubs Reporting
NEW MEMBERS
Member
John Cook
Emily McColloch
Barbara Paulsen

Club

Sponsor

Indianola Noon
Redfield

Richard Kerr
Frank Wagers

Exira

Allen Zobel

Mike Halupnick

Panora

Kim Lubeck

Carrie Cornelison

Lorimor

Jessica Day-Cornelison

Crystal Mick

Lorimor

Jessica Day-Cornelison

Ryan Southard

Norwalk

Jess Laurie

Milo

Terry Davis

Amy Johnson
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I encourage you to continue to bring new people
into Lions and keep up the great services you are
providing.

District 9SE
District Governor
Nancy Slack

I wish great things for you next year and to our
new DG team, DG David McGregor, 1st VDG Debbie
Doty and 2nd VDG Bryan Bross.

405 SW Main
Dallas, IA 50062
515-402-2096 Phone
dogbuddy16@hotmail.com

Here we are nearing the end of another year in
Lions. To quote a very famous person, Mr. Bob Hope,
“thanks for the memories.” This ends my almost 20th
year in Lions. When asked to join a few months after I
returned to Iowa and moved into the small community
of Melcher-Dallas, I don’t think I ever expected the
life I have experienced and enjoyed as a Lion. I have
made so many great friends and I include all of you on
my list.
This ends the first year of the second century
for Lions Clubs International and denotes a very
special time in the history of our organization. After
the voting at our 101st International Convention
in Las Vegas, Gudron Bjort Yngvadottir from
Gardabaer, Iceland, will become the very first woman
international president. It will be an exciting time, an
exciting event.
Lions Clubs International Convention will be
held in Las Vegas June 29 through July 3. The
international parade is a spectacular sight. Lions
from nations all over the world participate in the
parade, many in their native dress and many perform
dances and play music. There are famous performers
to entertain you. There are special speakers. The
International Flag Ceremony is special to see. There
are opportunities to work on service projects this
year. There will not be another Lions International
Convention in the United States until summer of 2023.
All Lions, Leos and Lioness are invited to attend.
A little closer to home is our MD9 Lions State
Convention. It will be held at the Marriott in Cedar
Rapids, June 7-9. Get registered now. You can register
online under the Conventions button on the Iowa
Lions website. Our global services will be highlighted.
A bean bag (cornhole) competition and a Strides Walk
for Diabetes will be part of the events. I have attended
every year since 1999. I come away with great
enthusiasm and inspiration every time. First timers are
always welcomed, too. Bring your newest Lions to
convention.

See you around the district in the future. Thanks
for another great year in service to those in need here
and around the globe.

ATTENTION CLUBS
Secretaries or your newly-elected club service
chairperson needs to be entering your activities
monthly on MyLCI.
Another note to secretaries is to be sure to
update your membership absolutely no later than
June 29, as there will no longer be a grace period
for credit for dropped members. Lions Clubs
International will not be giving credits any more.

NEW MEMBERS
Club

Member

Sponsor

Pella

Craig A. Hetland

Paul Wolf

Keosauqua

David Denny

Virgil Morris

Keosauqua

Lisa Denny

Virgil Morris

Keosauqua

Mary J. Thomas

Michael Johnston

DECEASED MEMBERS
Club
Morning Sun

Member
Philip Delzell

COMMUNITY IMPACT NIGHT. Washington Lions, from left,
Bill Ebert, Dusty Sieren and Kathy Ebert, hold a giant check
presented to them by the Washington Pizza Ranch. The club
bussed and waited tables for tips and Pizza Ranch donated a
portion of the profits for the night.
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MELCHER-DALLAS co-hosted the 9SE District
Convention, serving diabetes healthy-friendly appetizers on
Friday night; held the 12th annual Grand Gala fundraiser
dinner for Dollars for Scholars, raising over $2,700 to be
shared with seven college-bound students.
MORNING SUN conducted a KidSight screening; hosted a
fundraising bingo; collected litter along a 4-mile section of
state highway.
NORTH LIBERTY conducted vision screenings for 200
preschool children.

CHARTER ANNIVERSARY. Oskaloosa Lions celebrated
their 8th anniversary with special guests PDG Randy Burton
and DG Nancy Slack. After dinner, Lion Leslie Nuehring was
presented the club’s first Warren Coleman Award for her
dedication to Lions. Iowa Lions Foundation President Alan
Olson made the presentation. PDG Randy was the district
governor when the club was chartered in 2010.

OSKALOOSA participated in the Experience Mahaska Fair,
where organizations throughout Mahaska County came
together to show what activities are available in the area;
screened 20 children for Iowa KidSight during the event and
talked to several adults about Lions membership; assisted
in hosting the 9SE District Convention with planning,
decorating, buying and serving food, registration, set-up
and clean-up.
PELLA donated $500 to Camp Courageous and $1,000
toward a Warren Coleman Award to Iowa Lions Foundation.

The Power of We in Action!

SIGOURNEY recycled eyeglasses, made donations to
LCIF and Iowa Lions Foundation; collected newspaper for
recycling.

BURLINGTON HOST conducted a KidSight screening at a
preschool and daycare on the Day of the Child.

SOLON CENTENNIAL coordinated hearing aids through
the Iowa Lions Hearing Bank and paid for the fitting and
molds for an individual in need; sent a hearing aid to the
Iowa Lions Hearing Bank; bought a brick as part of a
fundraising gift for the Solon Retirement Village; recycled
eyeglasses.

9SE Service to Your Communities
and the World

CORYDON helped clean and do various activities for the
local historical museum’s annual opening.
FORT MADISON helped an individual get hearing aids;
attended district convention; donated $200 to Camp
Courageous, $1,000 to Iowa Lions Foundation, $100 to Bob
Bonta Memorial for Iowa KidSight, $500 to KidSight, $100
to Leader Dogs for the Blind, $500 to Camp Hertko Hollow,
$500 to LCIF, $100 to Iowa Lions Youth Exchange, $100
to District Care and Share; joined Kiwanis and Rotary clubs
in sponsoring a 5K Glow Run supporting Elliott’s Kitchen to
provide assistance and training for students.
GRANDVIEW-LETTS donated $200 to Leader Dogs for the
Blind, $400 to Camp Hertko Hollow and made a donation to
Diabetes Awareness; conducted a blood drive, gathering 17
pints of blood.
IOWA CITY screened 32 kids; helped eight people obtain
eyeglasses; transported eye tissue.
KNOXVILLE sets out nearly 800 American and Lions flags,
five-to-six times per year, along the Highway 14 Avenue
of Flags. Members mark existing flag holders and marked
areas where holes need to be re-dug, etc.
LONE TREE helped with the Chuck-A-Duck Childhood
Cancer fundraiser at the 9SE District Convention; screened
14 children for Iowa KidSight; volunteered as a Reading
Buddy with a 1st grade class at the Lone Tree Elementary
School; donated $1,050 to the Iowa Lions Foundation and
$200 to the Leader Dogs for the Blind.
MEDIAPOLIS delivered meals for Milestone Area Agency
on Aging. Removed trash from a 2-mile stretch of Hwy 61
north of town.

STOCKPORT donated $250 to be used for equipment and
uniforms for multiple teams of the ball association within
Van Buren County.
VICTOR recycled 28 pairs of eyeglasses; ordered Norway
Spruce seedlings and gave them to 28 local 4th grade
students to plant.
WASHINGTON did Iowa KidSight retakes; District Leader
Dog Chairman Jim Goff and Leader Dog Peanut gave a
presentation to the Danville Lions Club; presented a Warren
Coleman Award to a member of the Oskaloosa Lions
Club on the 8th anniversary of their Charter; attended the
9SE District Convention; sponsored a community blood
drive; secured a used TV for a blind lady in a neighboring
community nursing home and gave to a relative to deliver it.
WEST BURLINGTON screened children on two different
days with Iowa KidSight; donated funds to the local DARE
program.
WILLIAMSBURG held two Iowa KidSight screenings.

Activities: 568
Lions hours: 11,228
People Served: 33,339
Participants: 805
Funds Raised: $101,463
Funds donated: $106,217
Great job, 9SE Lions
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entertainment in the evening. Remember, you
have the opportunity to vote for several important
bylaws and constitutional changes to the way we
spend your dues. That vote will be taken Saturday
afternoon, during the business meeting. There are
also important changes being made to your Iowa
Lions Foundation constitution and bylaws.

District 9MC
District Governor
Judy Stone

2540 180th St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158
641-328-0270 Phone
jstone4254@live.com

Please keep in mind these are YOUR constitution
and bylaws. It is our job as members of the Council
of Governors to recommend changes to keep us
current. It is your job to approve them. Represent
your club as a delegate and come cast your club’s
vote. You might find our convention interesting,
learn a new concept or idea, and meet some new
Lions friends. You can register on the Iowa Lions
website under Conventions.

Congratulations!
I am so proud and honored to announce that,
thanks to Brian and Randy of the Ankeny Club,
District 9MC has a new Leo Club, the Ankeny
Jags Leo Club. We also had some parental support
from the Des Moines Outreach Lions Club. I can’t
wait to see what cool things these Leos do for their
community. It’s the best way to build future Lions.
This is my last newsletter article. It has been my
honor to serve as your district governor. I won’t
be far away as I will be president of my own club,
president of the Past District Governors Association
for 9MC and serve on the Executive Committee.
Please welcome DG Charlotte Miller into your
clubs and embrace our future as “We Serve.”
The State Lioness Day was held in Marshalltown
with four clubs represented: Marshalltown, Durant,
Urbandale and Indianola. A total of 28 people
attended. Charlotte McGinty of Marshalltown was
re-elected as State Lioness Coordinator and Dessa
Hattenfield of Marshalltown as Assistant State
Lioness Coordinator. Thanks and congratulations to
them both.
Well, here comes your Iowa Lions State
Convention. It will be in Cedar Rapids at the
Marriott on Collins Road starting on June 7
through June 10 for me. You will find most of
the fun starting Friday evening, June 8, with

The next big Lions function is in the 101st Lions
International Convention to be held in Las Vegas
June 29 thru July 3. You have the opportunity to
meet and get to know the international directors that
represent you, watch your new district governors
take their oaths, visit the international convention
floor and visit the LCI store. Classes on several
topics are offered, a Strides Walk and service
projects are available. Let’s not forget the fun Las
Vegas has to offer. You can also register online for
this convention.
The next, and my last, cabinet meeting as your
district governor will be held June 24 at 1 p.m. in
the state office.

NEW MEMBERS
Paul Lueth – Ames Noon
Thomas Mortice – Ames Noon
Ruth Heithoff – Clive
Matthew Deam – Garwin
Dean Shuey – Grundy Center
Julie Hamilton – Johnston
Carl Hamilton – Johnston

DECEASED MEMBERS
Glenn La Vern Jordan – Altoona
Arthur Ketelson – Ames
Harry Pringnitz – Urbandale
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FEEDING THE MASSES. Altoona Lions Club fed 375 students and supporting staff lunch in 45 minutes representing
the Senior Community improvement projects.

LITTLE LEAGUE HOME RUN. The Des Moines Outreach Lions Club and the Des Moines Parks Lions Clubs joined
together to support the Highland Park Little League Baseball Park. This has been a long, successful effort to help
the Des Moines area get the Highland Park Little League back up and running. (Left photo) Presenting checks to the
Highland Park Little League director are Des Moines Parks Lion Karen Strand, left, and Des Moines Outreach Lion
Derek Hannah, right. (Right photo) Highland Park Little League ball players pose with the checks.
GARWIN held its annual pork supper, raising $1,513;
made donations to the 3rd grade bike helmet project,
Camp Courageous, Camp Herkto Hollow and the Garwin
Fire Department new building fund.
JOHNSTON selected scholarship winners; planned club
trips to Iowa Lions Eye Bank and Camp Herkto Hollow;
donated funds for a local child to receive a cochlear
implant.

MARSHALLTOWN EVENING awarded four
scholarships; gave donations to LEGO League and
robotics teams at the school.
MARSHALLTOWN EVENING LIONS AND LIONESS
will begin Colorado peach sales in late June with delivery
planned for end of August.

June 2018…THE IOWA LION…Page 13

District 9EC

In Memory of

District Governor
Jim Bixler

P.O. Box 612
Muscatine, IA 52748
563-264-1945 Home
563-299-5913 Cell
bixone@machlink.com

John K. Howe – Low Moor – 31.8-year member

NEW MEMBERS

April, although it brought snow and cold
weather, was a GREAT month for 9EC. With
the help of New Club Consultant PDG Ronnie
Martin, 1st VDG Tony Hill and a host of other
Lions leaders, a new club will arise in Bellevue, the
Bellevue Area Centennial Lions Club. This club
is young and energetic and will be an asset to their
community with 22 members and growing. Their
Charter Night will be on Friday, Aug. 17, 2018,
so save that date. They will be on the rolls soon.
Preston is sponsoring the new club.

Member

Club

Sponsor

Karen Martin

Bettendorf

Patricia Larson

William E. Martin

Bettendorf

Patricia Larson

Linda S. Fisher

Cedar Rapids Noon

Elaine Brown

Harvey P. Wiebenga

Clinton

Timothy Clark

Michelle R. Ehlinger

De Witt

Michael Thomas

Craig Ripple

Eldridge

Karen O’Flahrity

Kathy A. Ripple

Eldridge

Dan O’Flahrity

Fairfax

Dusty Weeks

Pravin D. Patel

Muscatine

James Bixler

Usha A. Patel

Muscatine

James Bixler

We also have a new branch club in Walcott, with
5 members. They are known as the Durant Club
Branch. I would like to thank the sponsoring clubs
and all involved in growing our association.

Jack Pearlman

Walcott

Jill Randolph

Walcott

Orville Randolph

Walcott

Dawn R. Smith

Walcott

Congratulations to all clubs that brought in new
members. Let’s keep this momentum going strong.

Robert J. Smith

Walcott

David L. Berns

Walker

Remember both of our foundations – Iowa Lions
Foundation and LCIF – as the last year of our
Centennial Celebration comes to an end, so we can
do the GREAT services we do both here and around
the globe.

Important Dates
June 1

Helen Keller Day

June 5

World Environment Day

June 7

Lions Clubs International birthday

June 15
		

Deadline for submission of
pre-certified delegates for voting
at Lions International Convention

June 29
- July 3

Lions International Convention
in Las Vegas, Nevada

June 30
Close of the 4-year Lions 			
		Centennial Celebration

Amanda M. Weeks

Harold Willson

Club Activities
65.9% Clubs Reporting • 1,654 Hours Volunteered
10,544 People Served • $15,740 Donated
ALBURNETT cleaned up trash from 3 miles of ditches and
roadside with 16 Lions and 10 members of the Alburnett
football team helping, pizza was provided following the
cleanup; hosted the third annual Trivia Night, netting
approximately $2,000 for the Operation Pirate Pack food
program, which provides a food bag of kid-friendly, nonperishable food for children and teens on free & reduced
lunches to take home on weekends and school breaks, at no
cost to the parents/guardians.
ANDOVER did spring road ditch cleanup with 10 Lions and
one guest walking a section of Highway 67; picked up eight
bags of trash from the roadside ditches; held a short meeting
and had lunch at Almont.
ANDREW donated $250 to 9EC Care and Share; members
went door to door explaining the club’s Avenue of Flags
program of displaying flags in front of residences and
businesses on five patriotic holidays; gave $150 donation to
the Maquoketa YMCA.
BETTENDORF celebrated Earth Day by cleaning up trash in
city parks and bike path; held 75th Anniversary Celebration
Dinner and Dance.
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BLUE GRASS recycled and composted; Lion Evelyn Troyer
crocheted a prayer shawl for a senior; Lions Stan Stanfield
and Sally Shelton worked at the yard sale at Sally Shelton’s
residence raising $229; participated in Blue Grass American
Legion Color Guard and Legion Meal; performed an Iowa
KidSight screening at Noah’s Ark Preschool; helped recruit for
the new Bellevue Lions Club; visited with a shut-in; helped with
the Blue Grass American Legion breakfast; sponsored a blood
drive with 29 donors.

MARION NOON donated $2,000 to Iowa Lions Foundation,
$1,650 to various Marion community organizations, $1,500
to LCIF, $300 to Community Health Clinic, $500 to Camp
Courageous, $200 to SVAS for a mission to South America,
$500 to Leader Dogs for the Blind; paid for one person’s
hearing aids test and fitting with the hearing aid provided by the
Iowa Hearing Aid Bank; collected 267 pairs of used glasses.

CENTER POINT sponsored a roadway clean-up where 18
members picked up rubbish in the ditches alongside the road.

MECHANICSVILLE volunteered at the food pantry; donated
$150 to Camp Courageous; helped at the Camp Courageous
pancake breakfast; hosted a joint meeting with Lowden and
Stanwood Lions Club members as they and Mechanicsville
Lions are all members of the North Cedar School District.
The club invited foreign exchange students, sponsors and
host parents to a potluck to share information and support the
foreign exchange program at the school.

DAVENPORT HOST had a board meeting and a regular
meeting; one member attended the Bettendorf Lions 75th
anniversary.

MILES collected 127 pairs of eyeglasses; three Lions attended
a zone meeting.

DEWITT completed two Travelogues, raising $1,875;
donated $800 to School Lunch Box Program, $50 to AfterProm Program, $250 to support to individual with hearing
aids, $2,000 to the Dolly Parton Imagination Library; paid
for a subscription to Diabetes Magazine for Frances Banta
Waggoner Community Library; awarded $30 each to two
Clinton County Fair Livestock Awards; transported cornea
tissue.

MONTICELLO joined with Monticello Rotary for an annual joint
meeting at the Durgin Pavilion at Camp Courageous. Thirty
seven people in attendance. Both groups shared about their
organizations’ missions, history and causes. After the meeting
everyone had a chance to try out the bowling lanes in the
lower level of the building. It was a great social meeting of two
Monticello organizations.  

DEWITT NITE provided glasses for a person with vision
issues; donated $250 to St. Baldrick and served meal to
participants; raised $380.

MUSCATINE worked with Rebuild Muscatine to install a
wheelchair-accessible ramp to a home; took a food donation
from Muscatine Hy-Vee grocery store to the Muscatine Food
Pantry; attended a breakfast fundraiser for mentally and
physically challenged individuals.

CEDAR RAPIDS NOON screened 163 children for Iowa
KidSight; provided for vision screenings and eyeglasses fittings
for six adults with $90 funds donated; partnered with a school,
included tutoring students; collected 348 pairs of eyeglasses.

ELDRIDGE did roadside cleanup; attended a zone meeting;
delivered food donations from drop-off locations to North Scott
Food Pantry; KidSight screened 40; collected 218 eyeglasses;
presented $500 scholarships to six North Scott seniors; held
orientation for new members; held Grand Haven fun night;
moved books prior to and after the Scott County Library book
sale; held the Lions Spring Pancake Breakfast, raising $1,000.
FAIRFAX held its Children’s Easter Egg Dash, which was
rescheduled due to weather conditions. Event was held indoors
April 7 at the Fairfax American Legion (without the eggs).
There were games & activities, Mr. & Mrs. Easter Bunny and
treat bags.
FRUITLAND COMMUNITY held a Trivia Night fundraiser for
local church; provided manual labor to get house constructed
for homeless.
GOOSE LAKE spent three hours cleaning a stretch of
Highway 136, collecting a record 15 bags of trash.
HIAWATHA collected 156 eyeglasses and seven hearing aids
during an Earth Day recycling event; assembled 230 totes of
food for seniors at HACAP Food Pantry.
LE CLAIRE sponsored a soccer program.
LOW MOOR KidSight screened 17 children; collected 125
eyeglasses.
LOWDEN attended a joint meeting with Mechanicsville,
Stanwood and Lowden Lions with a dinner honoring foreign
exchange students in the area; donated $1,000 each to LCIF,
the Iowa Lions Foundation and Iowa Lions Eye Bank.
MAQUOKETA held a regular meeting with Zone Chair Jane
Kedley visiting and the K9 Unit from the Maquoketa Police
Department giving a demonstration.

PARK VIEW helped at the food bank; participated in the afterschool program.
PRESTON donated $100 to Camp Hertko Hollow; performed
spring ditch cleaning for two miles of Highway 64 west of
Preston, collecting 12 bags of trash and several large items.
STANWOOD worked the omelette breakfast at Camp
Courageous; Donna Wood attended a Strides Walk at the
Indiana State Lions Convention; held a fundraiser at the North
Cedar old gym in Stanwood raising $2,952; donated items
to the food pantry; Iowa KidSight screened eight children;
attended a joint meeting of North Cedar Lions Clubs with
Mechanicsville Lions hosting the Stanwood and Lowden Lions
Clubs for the annual foreign exchange student evening.
TIPTON donated $250 to the Tipton Earth Day and $500 to
Junior Diabetes Organization; parked busses and cars for
several high school track events; worked together to install
a ramp into the Old Cedar County Jail. Along with the ramp,
they are constructing a shed that will house the Old-Type
Jail Wagon. The project was for the improvement of the Old
Cedar County Jail, which is under the Cedar County Historical
Society.
WALCOTT assisted screening 211 children for Iowa KidSight
during 17 sessions; decided to be the parent club of the
new Durant Branch Club with Laverne Arp being the liaison
between the clubs; club will not be meeting at the Walcott
Coliseum after May 8, but will move meetings to Grandma’s
Kitchen restaurant.

June 2018…THE IOWA LION…Page 15

All the good things that have happened in the
district this year are the result of the hard work by
clubs and individuals. As district governor, I get
the credit, but the district really deserves it. I have
learned and grown a lot over the last three years.
One of the things I feel adamant about is that with
the training provided by the state and international,
along with the teamwork that is solid in this district,
anyone can do this. I have also been fortunate
to have an employer that has allowed for the
occasional need for me to take time off. Of course
this journey will be different for each person. As I
noted at the district convention, the lyrics from a
Little River Band song, “There are so many paths
up the mountain, nobody knows all the ways. There
are so many paths up the mountain, but the view
from the top is still the same.” That view has been
spectacular.

District 9NE
District Governor
Ed Ottesen

1941 W. 6th St.
Waterloo, IA 50702
319-234-1863 Home
319-429-5569 Cell
eaohome@mchsi.com

Looking Ahead

The Finish Line is Here
This is my last article as district governor for
District 9NE. It really seems just like yesterday
that I was trying to come up with something for my
first article. Looking back it has been a long, busy
year. The trepidation I had for my ability to do the
job was pretty much gone by the end of the DGE
training in Chicago. That shows how well MD9
prepares everyone for their district governor year. It
also helped to have an outstanding group of fellow
district governors to travel the path with.
The year has been full of ups and downs: the
reinstatement of the Elkader Lions Club at the
beginning of the year and the subsequent loss of that
same club not more then six months later; natural
disasters just two days apart in McGregor and
Sumner were made a little better by an LCIF grant
that benefited both communities. A membership
growth that has been positive all year long, a lot
larger than I had set as a goal. Hope abounds for a
new club in the district with the assistance of a new
club consultant from LCI coming in early June.
This guy is good as he has successfully helped get a
new club started in Iowa each of the last two years.

At the Lions Clubs International Convention in
Las Vegas, DGE Doug Welton will officially begin
his year as district governor. Please join me in
offering assistance to make Doug’s year a smooth
and successful one for him and for District 9NE.

Club Highlight
At the June 25 regular meeting of the Cedar Falls
Lions Club, a special celebration will be had. At
the beginning of the Centennial Celebration, the
club made it a goal to reach 100 members by the
end of the celebration this June 30. On July 1, 2014,
the club had a membership of 62. They anticipate
that by the time of their celebration, they could
have a membership of 105! Outstanding work of
averaging a growth of 10 members a year. Join me
in congratulating the Cedar Falls Lions Club for
their membership success.

NEW MEMBERS

Club
Cedar Falls
Decorah
Garrison
Independence
Independence
La Porte City
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New Member
David Williams
Gary Rustad
Cindy Pattee
Sarah Kielly
Ryan Nielsen
Jared Pospisil

Sponsor
Steven Corbin
Darryl Landas
Randy Scheel
Harold Freeman
Zach Boss
Jonathan Barz

CLUB ACTIVITIES
BELLE PLAINE approved a local resident for
a hearing aid from the Iowa Lions Hearing Aid
Bank; had the local ambulance service provide
CPR training for members and their spouses.
DUBUQUE NOON hosted a trivia night that
netted $3,726; bussed tables at Pizza Ranch
in Dubuque, earning $239 in tips and $133 in
percentage of sales.
ELGIN donated and volunteered for the
Teen Maze for Fayette County at Upper Iowa
University; cleaned a 2-mile stretch of Highway
56.
FAYETTE cleaned 3 miles of ditches west of
Fayette on Highway 93.

VAN HORNE had Ryan Junge, Principal
of Keystone Elementary School, Benton
Community School District, speak at their
regular monthly meeting; held their regular
monthly fundraiser for the Recreation
Board and Diabetes Screening for Diabetes
Awareness Month.
VINTON had a booth at the Benton County
Health and Wellness Fair to provide
information and to screen children’s eyes.
WAVERLY had a pancake breakfast
fundraiser; made donations to LCIF and the
Iowa Lions Foundation.
West Union participated in cleaning up Lions
Park; screened 11 kids at the preschool fair.

GARRISON made several donations totaling
over $1,100.
HAWKEYE held a garage sale with proceeds
to go to the American Legion and the
Community Hall.
LA PORTE CITY donated $500 to replace the
Cedar Valley Nature Trail Bridge in La Porte
City, $100 to the La Porte City Little League
Program and $250 to Leader Dogs for the
Blind.
NEWHALL held its annual pancake breakfast
to raise money for Lions projects.
OELWEIN assisted in the Fayette County Iowa
Substance Abuse Coalition along with Helping
Services for Youth and Families in the Teen
Maze.

June 8-9
		

Iowa Lions State Convention
in Cedar Rapids

June 16

District 9NE Day of Service

June 29
- July 3

Lions International Convention
in Las Vegas, Nevada

July 27-29

Great Plains Lions Leadership
Institute in Maryville, Missouri
HIGH DEGREE OF
TRAINING. PID Dave
Stoufer presents Public
Speaking training during
District Governor Elect
training in May. The state
conducts several training
sessions for vice district
governors to prepare
them for their district
governor year, in addition
to the training provided by
Lions Clubs International,
which provides lots of free
leadership training for
Lions of all levels.
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Square. Joyce gave a great talk and left us with these
words, “If it is to be, it is up to me.” Ellie Engelbrecht
from the Iowa Lions Eye Bank gave a wonderful talk
about the work the eye bank is doing. The people
of Iowa are fortunate to have the eye bank and the
University of Iowa Ophthalmology Department.
Through research that has taken 11 years, the eye
bank and ophthalmology department have released
a Gene Therapy SPK-RPE65 technique that looks at
an inherited disorder of the eye caused by a mutation
of the RPE65 gene. If you want to know more about
the work of the eye bank, plan a club trip to 2500
Crosspark Road W300 in Coralville.

District 9NC
District Governor
Darwin Meyer

319 Maple St.
Sheffield, IA 50475
641-892-4852 Home
641-580-4067 Cell
dlmeyer@frontiernet.net

We had two excellent zone meetings in April and
May. Stanley Johnson had the first one on April 18 at
Wilder Park in Allison with about 30 Lions present.
An excellent meal was served and the program was
four young ladies from UNI presenting their Brothers
and Sisters in Christ (BASIC) mission trip to Jamaica.
You can learn more about their program by going to
the BASIC website.
As we come to a close of the 2017-2018 Lions
Centennial Celebration, I want to thank everyone in
9NC for their dedicated work as Lions. Our Lions
motto, “ We Serve,” is at work in all of our clubs and
in our communities – 100 years of service to mankind,
as Lions, is an awesome achievement! Lions Clubs
International has five major areas of service: vision,
hunger, environment, diabetes and childhood cancer.
Youth are part of all five areas of service. We strive
to engage youth in everything we do as they are our
future.
I have met so many dedicated Lions and Lions
Clubs this past year. We have one club that had its
first female member and she is under the age of 30!
She is Courtney Lowe from Rockwell and her dad is
a Lion and her grandfather was a Lion. Now that is a
family affair!
The Sheffield Lions have a new member in Diane
Wills, who along with her husband and fellow Lion
Pastor Kim Wills are training their sixth puppy for
Leader Dogs for the Blind.
Our 9NC Spring convention was a success, even
though the weather tried keeping everyone home. Our
international guest was ID Joyce Middleton and her
Partner in Service Martin, from Massachusetts, had a
wonderful time. Partner in Service Lorna and I took
them on a tour of Meredith Wilson’s boyhood home in
Mason City and gave them of tour of the Music Man

The second zone meeting was done by Dixie
Scherff at Rockwell with about 40 Lions present.
Charlie Becker from Camp Courageous was our guest
and provided an interesting program about the work of
the camp.
Between both zone meetings, spring convention
and Sheffield Lions Club meetings, I presented five
Presidential Certificates of Appreciation to Stanley
Johnson, Dixie Scherff, Diane and Pastor Kim Wills
for their work in training puppies for Leader Dogs,
and Larry Olk for his work in getting the Iowa Lions
Alert Program going to be proactive instead of
reactive to disasters in Iowa. Thank you for all the
work you do for Iowa Lions.
To all the clubs in 9NC, if you have not elected
your officers for this next year or have not reported
them to LCI, do so as quickly as you can. We need
accurate information so all clubs can receive timely
news about what is happening in Iowa Lions, Lions
Clubs International, and the work of the Iowa and
International foundations, and so clubs can be
contacted by other Lions Clubs and Lions members.
In closing, I want to wish our new 9NC GovernorElect Kristin Buehner the best of luck. All clubs, you
now need to send your monthly reports to Kristin
by the 5th of each month, at Kristin Buehner, 645
9th St. NE, Mason City, Iowa 50401-2409 or email
kbuehner14@hotmail.com.
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Lions Lead the Way
By Chancellor Bob Corlew
LCIF Chairman

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
CLUB
Allison
Sheffield

NEW MEMBER
Joel Sult
Diane Wills

SPONSOR
Dale Thorson
Lorna Meyer

CLUB ACTIVITIES
ACKLEY GENEVA made a donation to Diabetes
Awareness; recycled paper, metal, plastic, and tin;
screened 45 kids for Iowa KidSight; gave glasses to
a student.
CLEAR LAKE EVENING made a donation to Iowa
Lions Youth Exchange; collected 1,500 pairs of
used eyeglasses for recycling.
EAGLE GROVE did a Library Day with crafts for
kids and planting flowers.
HUMBOLDT helped with Literacy Night at the
school.
MASON CITY EVENING gave Wayne Fick a
45-year membership chevron, Dick Jass a Silver
Centennial Membership pin, Dennis Brunsvoldt
10-year service pin, Dennis Wilson Gold Centennial
membership pin; had a request for a hearing aid;
will serve BBQ chicken from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
during Cannonball Days in East Park June 30.

Lions, you may already know this, but you
are leaders. You are leaders in service, you are
leaders in kindness, and you are leaders in your
community. Where there is a need, there is a
Lion willing to step up and take on the job. Your
community members look to you for strength
when times are tough.
I, myself, have seen the courageous
leadership of Lions time and time again during
my travels, maybe most notably in the face of
disaster. In Texas, USA, Lions showed up with
force, making sure their neighbors had food and
water after Hurricane Harvey took everything
they owned. In Japan, I saw Lions begin to
rebuild after flooding washed away their homes.
In Ecuador, after an earthquake destroyed many,
many homes, Lions stepped up to help provide
housing for families, many given to families
with single mothers or families who have
children with disabilities. Lions restore hope and
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) is
there to empower their service.

MASON CITY NOON screened preschool kids for
Iowa KidSight; cleaned the parking lot at the Mason
City Library.

LCIF has been there to help Lions boost their
service and impact more lives, now for almost
50 years. Whether Lions see children who need
help in school, families who do not have enough
to eat, or neighbors who are losing their vision
to avoidable diseases, Lions lead the way to
providing care and LCIF helps them do that.

OSAGE provided three $750 scholarships to
graduating seniors.

To help your fellow Lions impact more lives,
consider making a donation to LCIF.

ROCKWELL helped the West Fork FFA with a
Meals from the Heartland packaging project with a
$1,000 donation (each meal cost 10 cents to make
and package); has its annual tractor and truck pull
coming up.

Recruiting Club LCIF Coordinators

SHEFFIELD is helping a local family with a Care
and Share.
STANHOPE worked with the Stanhope
Development Group to match a grant request to
purchase materials to develop a butterfly garden
especially for Monarch butterflies.

The Club LCIF Coordinator is an ambassador
for LCIF at the club level. This person shares
LCIF stories, motivates fellow Lions to
support LCIF, and enables LCIF to advance its
humanitarian work both locally and globally.
This new position is crucial to the promotion
of our foundation. Talk to your club president
today if you are interested in volunteering for
this exciting new position.
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received a massive grant from the Lions
Clubs International Foundation. Our district
has done very well with LCIF through the
years. Trust goes both ways, please consider
another donation!
Our Iowa Lions annual State Convention
is coming up shortly in Cedar Rapids on
June 7-9. As always, much of the action
takes place on that Saturday, culminating
with the International Banquet on Saturday
evening. International Director Jennifer
Ware, from Michigan, is the guest of honor
and the featured speaker. Go to our Iowa
Lions website and register today!
This is also the time of the year when
your Club Officers should be reported to
Lions Clubs International. Please, this is
very important, and please, include email
addresses as well, since this is the most costeffective way of communicating with our
clubs. The district has very limited means
provided for the ever-increasing costs for
mailing, postage, envelopes and printing,
so please help out with your email address.
Privacy guaranteed!

They are the backbone of Lionism
through which we channel millions of
dollars in many charitable ways. Look at this
little girl in District 9NW when she received
her Iowa KidSight sticker at a recent eye
y in Cedar
screening event. Our Iowa Lions Foundation
es place
onsupports this program in all of Iowa.
heavily
Call our Foundation Trustees if you need to
n Saturday
make a season-ending donation. Call today!

Other Lions News
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Prepare Ahead for a Stress-free Summer
By PDG Bill Shutters
MD9 Diabetes Awareness Chair
Summer is here at last. Whether we are golfing
or gardening, mowing the yard or making hay,
hiking or just sitting in a boat waiting for a record
fish to bite, we are determined to enjoy the wind
blowing through our hair with the sun on our back.
But if one is diabetic, we need to prepare to enjoy
summer.
We have heard all the basic rules:
1. Don’t do major damage to a 6-pack while
grilling your steak.
2. The sugar-sweetened juices you use to make
that tropical drink add up.
3. Two drinks a day if you are male and one if you
are female are the limits.
Failure to observe these rules are not the reasons
most diabetics end the day in the ER. Research has
shown that when it is hot out, more people with
diabetes end up in the ER and are hospitalized with
heat-related illnesses, which can occur at 80-degrees
Fahrenheit with 40 percent humidity. This is not an
extreme condition. So, you may want to add a few
more rules to your list.
1. Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of water.
Carry small bottles of water or an electrolyte
replenishing sports drink in a backpack or on
your belt. Avoid caffeinated or sugar-sweetened
drinks.
2. Test your blood sugar levels at least four
times per day or every two-and-a-half hours of
vigorous activity. In doing so, you are posed to
adjust your insulin as needed. You may want
to carry glucose tablets or gel. Depending on
the activity, some carry a snack to serve as a
meal replacement. Numbers 1 and 2 are very
important since vigorous activity can lower
blood sugar. Vigorous activity with profuse
sweating can raise blood sugar because you
have become dehydrated. The body reacts by
increasing kidney activity and urine output,
which increases the blood glucose level. It
becomes a vicious circle. Additionally, if the
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treatment requires insulin, dehydration reduces
the blood supply to the skin causing a decrease
in the absorption of injected insulin. Get ahead
of it and stay ahead of it. Remember, you are at
risk for both hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia.
3. Dress for the weather. Wear light-colored,
light-weight, loose-fitting clothing. Be sure to
wear a hat that shades the face and ears. Wear
appropriate shoes and carry a pair of dry socks
on long hikes. Carry identification that includes
information that you have diabetes, a cell phone
and inform someone of your itinerary. Use sun
screen, lip balm and sunglasses. Avoid sunburn.
It stresses the body when its largest organ is
subjected to ultraviolet light.
4. Keep medications and equipment cool. The
temperatures inside your car can reach 150
degrees Fahrenheit. Most insulin can tolerate
temperatures up to 95 degrees. Also, these
high temperatures can destroy insulin pumps,
monitors, test strips and medications. You may
want to invest in a cooler that runs off of your
car’s 12-volt port to protect your costly diabetic
testing equipment. When you keep insulin
in a cooler, do not lay it on ice or a gel pack.
Heat and moisture can destroy insulin pumps,
monitors and test strips, so don’t leave them in
the car, by a pool or on the beach.
5. Use common sense.
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Legacy Project Ends June 30
Adair
Alburnett
Ames Breakfast
Ames Noon
Anita
Atlantic
Audubon
Badger
Battle Creek
Belle Plaine
Blakesburg
Blue Grass
Bondurant
Cedar Falls
Cedar Rapids Noon
Churdan
Council Bluffs
Cresco
Davenport Host
Des Moines Host
Dewitt Nite
Dubuque Evening
Dubuque Noon
Eldridge
Elgin
Exira
Fairfax
Fort Dodge Evening
Fort Dodge Noon
Garner
Gilbert
Grandview-Letts
Guthrie Center
Harlan
Hartley
Hawkeye
Jamaica
Jesup
Keokuk
Laurel
Marshalltown Evening
Mason City Noon
Massena
Melcher-Dallas

By Liam Kilroy
During the past 17 months, over 150
individuals, districts, zones and Lions Clubs
have donated generously to the MD9 Legacy
Project. On behalf of the citizens of Iowa and
the world who will benefit from the research
conducted at the Iowa Lions Eye Bank, we say
thank you.
We would like to recognize the support
of Council of Governors and the Iowa Lions
Foundation, especially SA Tim Wilson. There
are 349 Lion, Lioness and Leo Clubs chartered
in Multiple District 9. The 89 clubs that have
donated as of May 1, 2018, are listed in the
margins.
If you know you need not search for your
club, because your club has not donated, you
have one last opportunity to change this. Send
a check payable to the Iowa Lions Foundation
with MD9 Legacy Project written on the
memo line.
For over 100 years people were aware
that the Lions were here because of the
community improvements and service they
rendered to the cities, schools and persons
in need. A half a century ago, “Kilroy was
here” was a meme with which the generation
identified. They looked around and saw Lions
Clubs International involved in a period of
tremendous membership growth. The Lions
were here.
Today, the Lions are still here. This project
and our service to 200 million people each of
the next three years is our announcement that
Lions will be here for a second century. Please
join in making our announcement and support
the MD9 Legacy Project.
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Milo
Mitchellville
Monticello
Morning Sun
Murray
Neola
New Hampton
New London
Northwood
Norwalk
Oakland
Oelwein
Ogden
Orange City
Osage
Osceola
Oskaloosa
Otter Creek Area
Ottumwa Evening
Panora
Paulina
Preston
Redfield
Sac City
Shellsburg
Sioux City Noon
St Charles
Stanwood
Story City
Stuart
Tingley
Tipton
Urbana
Urbandale
Victor
Villisca
Walcott
Wall Lake
Washington
Waukon
Wayland
West Bend
Winfield
Winterset

SAVE THE DATE

advisors

sponsors

All Iowa LEOs

friends of Leos

STATE LEO CONVENTION
November 17, 2018
10 AM – 4 PM

Lions Park Ralph Whitten Shelter House
72nd Street & Aurora Ave
Urbandale, IA

Activities • Entertainment • Food
For more info or to help plan the event, contact:
DeEtta Rasmussen • 319-372-4650 • deettarasmussen@msn.com
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12 Ideas for Childhood Cancer Projects
By VDG Debbie Doty
Editor, The Iowa Lion

7. Make or buy new hats, caps, head scarves and
blankets to donate to childhood cancer centers.

Childhood cancer is one of the five new global
service areas implemented by Lions Clubs International
this past year. There are a host of ideas for clubs to
implement service projects that meet the needs of
children with cancer.
1. Identify nearby childhood cancer centers and
provide craft materials, puzzles and games to
children receiving therapy or treatment.
2. Caring for someone with cancer can be timeconsuming and exhausting. Prepare healthy meals
for families with children undergoing treatment.
3. Post monthly articles about childhood cancer on
your club or district website and social media
accounts.
4. Provide cancer support-related books and magazines
to your local school or library.
5. Write cards full of well-wishes and share them with
a local cancer center.
6. Taking children to treatments can get expensive.
Give gift cards to identified families in need or a
nearby childhood cancer center. Cards could cover
expenses like gasoline, parking, food, etc.

8. Help coordinate travel arrangements to and from
treatments for a family of a child with cancer.
9. Provide children’s entertainment at a local hospital
or treatment center for children with cancer.
10. Organize a weekend retreat for families with
children in remission.
11. Learn more about temporary housing options for
families whose children are patients of cancer
treatment centers. Volunteer at established housing
facilities or develop a new one.
12. Provide funding support for essential medicines
and supportive services. Crucial medical needs
could include chemotherapy supplies, nutritional
supplements, medical equipment, essential staff, etc.
According to the American Childhood Cancer
Organization, 15,780 children under the age of 21 are
diagnosed with cancer every year; approximately one
quarter of them will not survive the disease. While
cancer can seem overwhelming, projects to help don’t
have to be. With a little thought, any Lions Club can
embrace this global service challenge as Lions enter
their second century of service.
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