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Lions Jim Erbe (Cedar Rapids Noon Lions Club) and Len 
Ringgenberg (Des Moines Host Lions Club) in the Lions 
booth at the Iowa State Fair. “This is a neat thing in inself: 
being from different clubs and working together to provide 
the screenings at the fair,” Coordinator Lori Short observed.

Submitted by Lori Short, Program Coordinator
	 Lions representing 25 Clubs, and each District, 
served children through Iowa KidSight at the 2007 
Iowa State Fair.  This was the first time vision 
screenings have been offered from the Lions of 
Iowa booth.  It was a success in many regards!
	 The number of children screened totaled 257, 
with 8 needing referral to an eye care professional.  
The children came from 101 different communities 
– 1 in South Dakota, 1 in Illinois, 1 in Minnesota, 1 
in California, 1 in Pennsylvania, and the remaining 
96 throughout Iowa.
	 The biggest thrill for me was the considerable 
number of people who indicated that they already 
have their child’s vision screened by the Lions Club 
in their local community.  This is a fine testament 
of the amazing service Iowa Lions extend year-
round.
	 This topic, however, also leads to the subject 
of “room for improvement.”  Our neighbors are 
beginning to gain an understanding of what we as 

Iowa KidSight goes to the Fair

Lions do through the KidSight project.  They even 
go as far as appreciating the service and extending 
gratitude.  Would it be possible that they might 
like to help us too?  Our variety of Club projects 
can be tools to strengthen membership and 
participation. Reviews from participants who 
screened at the Fair suggest adding a third person 
in the Fair booth to solely focus on this aspect.
	 Another recurrent review was to advertise 
screening times. This approach wasn’t taken 
with the initial endeavor in an attempt to avoid 
possible chaos. Current assessment suggests that 
KidSight Screeners had fun at the 2007 Iowa 
State Fair, and would rise to serve even more!These were graphics on the screening tent used at the fair.




